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 The study identified the speech Acts features of the conversational interactions between 

lecturers and student nurses in some schools of Nursing in Southwestern Nigeria. It analysed the 

Speech Acts features of the interactions. It also related the features

meaning conveyed in interpreting messages of the interactions. This was with a view to 

determining the appropriate theory for analysing linguistic features of classroom interactions 

between student nurses and their lecturers. 

 The study employed both primary and secondary sources of data collection. The primary 

source included interactions between student nurses and lecturers during tutorials in the selected 

schools of nursing in southwest Nigeria. Three schools of nursing were 

federal; state and private/missionary institutions within the Western geo

end, student Nurse-lecturer interactions were selected from each school. This number was 

chosen to make the analysis tidy and detail

was the use of electronic audio

recording of the 10 student nurse

source included books, journal articles and the Internet. The recorded interactions were carefully 

transcribed and subjected to speech act analysis theory of J. L. Austin and Searle. 

 The results showed that the lecturers and students in their tutorial classes used sentences

that were directives which was 26% of the total sentences. This was higher than assertive act 

which had a total of 25%. This was followed by expressive act with 20% and verdictive had 

16%, while declarative act had 11% and commissive had only 0.4%. It was
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determining the appropriate theory for analysing linguistic features of classroom interactions 

between student nurses and their lecturers.  
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federal; state and private/missionary institutions within the Western geo-
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from the analysis that the lecturers and the students used these acts to perform various 

pedagogical functions during tutorial classes using the assertive and directive acts mainly. It was 

discovered that this enabled them to secure a 

enhancing comprehension and understanding of the lectures. 

 The study concluded that the speech act theory was relevant and appropriate in analysing 

all forms of classroom tutorial discourses and interact

schools of nursing especially in the Southwestern zone of Nigeria. 
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from the analysis that the lecturers and the students used these acts to perform various 

pedagogical functions during tutorial classes using the assertive and directive acts mainly. It was 

discovered that this enabled them to secure a total and complete attention of the students, thus 

enhancing comprehension and understanding of the lectures.  

The study concluded that the speech act theory was relevant and appropriate in analysing 

all forms of classroom tutorial discourses and interactions between students and lecturers in 

schools of nursing especially in the Southwestern zone of Nigeria.  
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1.0 Introduction 

This chapter contains the background to the study, linguistic framework, linguistic 

approach and the concept and history of nursing in Nigeria. It also contains the research 

problem, specific objectives, scope of the study, etc. 

1.1 Background to the Study

As human beings, one of the things that we have not been able to explain their source and 

say everything about their sterling qualities, is language. Language can be regarded as an 

immeasurable gift of God. In fact, it’s a perfect gift which has an unequ

the lots of humans in their environment. Therefore, language is used to communicate: humans 

use it to express ideas, thoughts, desires and dreams or aspirations are achieved through this 

important tool. The effects of Language on huma

in all human endeavours is overwhelming; that is, when we talk of religion, social interactions, 

politics, culture, education, etc., without a well

mutual intelligibility, there will be a state of chaos and anarchy. Also, the desire for 

advancement in science and technology will be completely impossible. Thus, language is a code 

which consists signs and symbols based on tacit agreement within a speech community fo

purpose of communication. 

  Language is viewed, described and pictured variously by linguists according to their 

different linguistic orientations. The sociolinguistics’ perception of language reflects the 
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CHAPTER ONE 

This chapter contains the background to the study, linguistic framework, linguistic 

approach and the concept and history of nursing in Nigeria. It also contains the research 

problem, specific objectives, scope of the study, etc.  

y 

As human beings, one of the things that we have not been able to explain their source and 

say everything about their sterling qualities, is language. Language can be regarded as an 

immeasurable gift of God. In fact, it’s a perfect gift which has an unequalled power to change 

the lots of humans in their environment. Therefore, language is used to communicate: humans 

use it to express ideas, thoughts, desires and dreams or aspirations are achieved through this 

important tool. The effects of Language on human beings cannot be quantified since its presence 

in all human endeavours is overwhelming; that is, when we talk of religion, social interactions, 

politics, culture, education, etc., without a well-codified mode of communication that generates 

igibility, there will be a state of chaos and anarchy. Also, the desire for 

advancement in science and technology will be completely impossible. Thus, language is a code 

which consists signs and symbols based on tacit agreement within a speech community fo

Language is viewed, described and pictured variously by linguists according to their 

different linguistic orientations. The sociolinguistics’ perception of language reflects the 

 

This chapter contains the background to the study, linguistic framework, linguistic 

approach and the concept and history of nursing in Nigeria. It also contains the research 

As human beings, one of the things that we have not been able to explain their source and 

say everything about their sterling qualities, is language. Language can be regarded as an 

alled power to change 

the lots of humans in their environment. Therefore, language is used to communicate: humans 

use it to express ideas, thoughts, desires and dreams or aspirations are achieved through this 

n beings cannot be quantified since its presence 

in all human endeavours is overwhelming; that is, when we talk of religion, social interactions, 

codified mode of communication that generates 

igibility, there will be a state of chaos and anarchy. Also, the desire for 

advancement in science and technology will be completely impossible. Thus, language is a code 

which consists signs and symbols based on tacit agreement within a speech community for the 

Language is viewed, described and pictured variously by linguists according to their 

different linguistic orientations. The sociolinguistics’ perception of language reflects the 



© Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile
For more information contact 

 

functions of language in the community of pe

relationship. In essence, language is defined according to its essence and functional importance 

among various groups of people in the society. According to Tanya (1991), Language is a means 

by which we make interpersonal contact, socialize our children and regulate our interaction. 

Equally, Trudgil (1980), Language indicates something about the way in which the society is 

structured as reflected in the culture of the people. The codes, conventions and constr

contained in their linguistic norms are peculiar to the group and this makes the people to be 

dynamic and unique identity. 

 Also, personal worth can only be known, assessed and measured with the proper tool of 

language. According to Christopher (19

his thoughts and feelings in such a way that can be understood by others. Language is seen as a 

tool voluntarily developed and fashioned out for specific purposes. Nonetheless, the ultimate 

goal and the target for its design is always the same but the symbols may be greatly different 

from one language to the other.

 In the view of weaver (1990), language is a driving force from inside by the need to 

express one’s mind. As a result of this, the mind is ma

progressive refinement to it. Without language, brain development will be retarded; thinking and 

meditation may be impossible. Following weaver’s submission in this regard, language is seen 

as both personal and social. In th

most distinctive and significant type of social behavior learned anew by a child”.  The 

Encyclopedia Americana (1988) submits that human beings expressed their thoughts and 

feelings through language codes. By natural language, individual speaks their mind and 

expresses their desire and this remains the defining case of language.
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 Gimson (1980), a renowned phonetician, sees language as a system of conventional 

signals commonly used for communication b

cover a system of significant sound units (phoneme), the inflexion and arrangement of words 

and association of meaning with words, the utterance as an act of speech demonstrates this 

system in a concrete term. 

following ways: Language is a body of words and the systems for their use common to a people 

who are of the same community or nation, the same geographical area or the same cultural 

tradition: the two languages of Belgium; a Bantu language; the French language; the Yiddish 

language; it is also seen as communication by voice in the distinctively human manner, using 

arbitrary sounds in conventional ways with conventional meanings; speech. Languag

an act of communication of meaning in any way; medium that is expressive, significant, etc: the 

language of flowers, or art.  The concepts of language can be multiplied as one endeavors to 

consider different views and opinions of endless list of

basic idea of language is its functional essence in the society of humans. 

1.2 Importance of Language

Language is inestimable to quantify since it is very important in any culture and community or 

society. A language does far more than just enable people to communicate with each other. The 

language of one country is different from the other country and it tells the features of the country 

which distinguish it from one country to another. A languages shape the way

the world which also provides help to define culture of any society. There are countries in which 

more than one language is spoken; you will find more than one culture in that society. For 

example, Canada has the English

For more information, please contact 
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Gimson (1980), a renowned phonetician, sees language as a system of conventional 

signals commonly used for communication by a whole community. To him, these conventions 
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and association of meaning with words, the utterance as an act of speech demonstrates this 

 Thus, dictionary reference on electronics sees language in the 
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