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INTRODUCTION 
The Vice-Chancellor, eminent scholars, distinguished colleagues. 
students of this Great University, ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure and an honour for me to  deliver this first 
Inaugural Lecture of the 1991192 academic year. The topic of my 
lecture o f  today is Regional Inequalities in  Socio-Economic Development 
in Nigeria: Problems and Prospects. 

Spatial inequality in  the level of social and economic development 
is a universal phenomenon. In the developed countries, the problems 
associated with this phenomenon had agitated the minds of scholars for 
centuries - for example, income inequality - which is considered 
synonymous with inequality in general, was given considerable 
attention by economists and sociologists such as John Stuart Mill, Karl 
hlarx in the second half of the 19th century. In the 20th century, 
Keynes exercised considerable influence on ideas about income 
inequality and economic growth particularly in the period before World 
War II. However, in the less developed cor~ntries (LDCs) the topic 
hardly received any attention until in recent decades 

One major factor that insp~red increasing focus ~robblems 
of spatial inequality in the LDCs is the growing realizi t increase 
in national income per capita is not necessarily a ~ ~ ~ t l t p a n i e d  by 
improvement in the living conditions of the poorest group in any given 
country. It is also well known that inequalities among units within a 
nation could lead to  disaffection and result in political instability. The 
exoeriences of the Republic of Zaire, Sudan, Ethiopia are cases in point. 
Prior to 1975, development planning in Nigeria for instance focused on 
achieving greater rate of economic growth through sectoral 
investments. In consequence, not much attention was paid to  the 
spat~al patterns of in~ualities in development. However, the Third 
National Development Plan (1 975-1 980) did recognize the need to  take 
cognisance of the disparities in devc levels a1 n 
the country. 
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWOF\n I 
It is useful at this stage, to examine the concept of development 1 

which in itself has provoked several definitions and controversies over 1 the decades. Particularly in the eariy post World War II, development in 
the economic literature was defined as -a rapid and sustained rise in 1 
real output per head and attendant shifts in the technological, economic 1 
and demographic characteristics of a society" (Easterlin, 1968). This 1 
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conce~tualization of development found expression in the measurement 
of development in terms of economic growth. Lewis for example 
asserts that "the cr )blern in the theory of economic growth is 
to understand the 1 by which a community is Converted from 
being a 5 per cent tu a I L per cent saver - with all the changes in 
attitudes, in institutions and in techniques which accompany this 
conversion' (Lewis, 19551. Based on this assumption, g r o w  in the 
GNP was earlier on adopted in measuring development. This however, 
has since been fouOd to  be grossly inadequate. 

The need to incorporate changes in social, psychological and 
politcal aspects led to the conceptualization of develoment as . modernisation. While still incorporating economic growth, this 
viewpoint takes cognizance of the much wider process of social changs 
which involves the "~rltimae reshapinq and resharing of all social 
values, such as power, respect, rectitude, affection, well-being, skill 
and enlightenment" (Lerner, 1 968). 

With regards to the less developed countries (LDCs) however, it 
became clear by the 1960s that neither the concept of development as 
economic growth nor as modernization was adequate. There continued 
to exist in three countries poverty and destitution sprinkled with 
pockets of a few rich elites. Development then came to be seen not 
simply as raising per capita income but more importantly, of reducing 
the poverty level among the masses. The basic needs of the mass of 
the population became the focus of attention. Development then 
focused on social justice. Thus, three major issues came to the 
forefront. Firstly, the nature of goods and services provided by 
governments for their populations, the accessibility to these public 
goods to different social classes and how the burden of development 
can be shared among these classes 

Scholars of Marxian ph~~osopnical persuasion hold that the issue 
of distribution and social justice cannot be tackled without reference to 
the mechanisms which govern production and distribution. They 
therefore see development in terms of basic shifts in the mode of 
production with the attendant changes in the relative importance of 
social classes. Thus development from this viewpoint is the socio- 
economic transformation of a given society. It is however known that 
there is no historical epoch that is exclusively dominated by one mode 

of production, although a specific mode of ~n may clearly 
domil 

I time. Lukacs (1 971 ) for claims that - nate at a Iny given 
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The modes of production and the corresponding social forms 
and cl tifications .which succeed and supersede one 
icnothc in fact to appear in history much more as 
. i n t e r s e ~ - ~ ~ l l ~  arid opposing forces. 

d Mabogunje (1980) cli it "The manner :h these 
ersecting and opposing fc ?rate within a col i be said 

to determine whether the country 'I ' or becomes 
'underdeveloped'". In like manner, the e x t ~  hich these same 
process penetrates the different regions wit1 rntry, deterdnes 

)ether the region develops (relative to uulet reaions) or is 
derdevel 
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~once~rumization of development as socio-economic transTormatlon. 
The first focuses develoment as essentially a human issue. That it 
concerns "the capacity of individuals to realize their inherent potential 
and effectively to cope with the changing circumstances of their lives". 
(Mabogunje, 1980). Secondly, that it inu and full 

mobilization of a society. Thirdly, that it from an 
outward-oriented dependent status to a sew-cert~ra elf-reliant 

position with regard not only to the process of decision-making, but 
more importantly the pattern and style of production and consumption. 

Changes in the mode of production find expression in changes in 
social relations anc processes. The latter concept is embraced 
by spatial organisat  petition, integration and diffusion constitute 
the three most imp rocesses of spatial organization which find 
expression in spatial srrucrure within which among others, inequality 
manifests itself. For example in a country with colonial experience such 
as Nigeria, areas of the country which possessed special advantages in 
+he production of certain commodities which were in demand in the 

etropolitan country (during the colonial era) were favoured in terms 
investment whether in mining or crop production. This was 

reinforced by invesrments in transportation designed to link such areas 
ith the ports fro commodities were shipped to the 

etropolitan coun ~g up of such areas introduced 

creased income In rile d1ed3 LIIUS stimulating further economic 
activities I attendant social and infrastructural developments. 
Invariably, re such regions tend to be relatively more developed 
than other the country that lacked the initial advantages. Thus 
the Drocess of 'c~rcular and cumulative causation' first put forward by 
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Myrdal (1 957) manifests ~tself. On the other hand, the , initially 
disadvantaged areas had tended during that period to slip into 
correspondingly worsening conditions. Out-migration of the younger 
age groups to areas of economic activities became characteristic. Thus 
such regions had tended to loose labour, enterpreneurship and even 
capital to the economically active regions. The result is not only a real 
differentiation over time, but more importantly, sharp disparities in 
regional development within the country. 

Mabogunje (1  980) conceptualized development as synonymous 
with spatial ~eorganisation. The latter is defined as a new system of 
resource allocation which also implies efficiency. Efficiency in turn finds . 

was argued on the basis of the requirement of location economics and 
the possible bias of the ruling elites for the location of activities in 
certain areas in preference to others (Ilchman and Bhargava, 19661. 

A rival concept is that of Unbalanced Gr 3). Hirschman one 

of  the chief emnen ts  of UG, argues that lary problem'is to 
' w t h  (U( 
the prim 
'estment induce enterpr&eurs to  peceive and take inv decisions in order 

to achieve long-term growth. However, both BG and the same 

objective, which is the achievement of balanced gro 
Hirschman (1 958) writes: 

UG have 
wth. 

expression in the two important concepts of magnitude and time. Thus 
he claims for instance, that "it is not enough to know how many people 
live in a country. It is equally necessary to have an idea of the number 
and sizes of the settlemc r occupy, the number and quality - 
route-ways that 11 ents, the number, size and owners 
distribution of lar er assets and so on". He claims tl 
all these are impvrra l~~ III acnlevlng efficiency in the new system of 
, lations. He further claims that "the more attention is paid to 
I of magnitude and their nhanging complexity, the greater the 
C~lal~l;es of development in a country beina well managed an ' 
directed" 

Tim k t  of efficiency wit1 
regards to spattam , = u , y a l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  uevetopmenr could be seen as =I 

I ration of activities requiring a high degree 
B and sequential ordering over a short period of t i 1  
c whole social fabric of a country is transformed and 
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Myrdal (19571 in his "c~rcular an ~lative causation" 
hypothesis put forward that once a regiol growing ahead of 

others due to initial advantages such as resource endowment or the 
like, subsequent forces tend to attract new investments and activities 
to such a region such that it grows and develops further relative to 
nther regions thereby increasing inequalities among regions. Backwash 

Aects result in the flow of capital, labour, and materials from the less 
eveloped region to  the growing region and tend to  aggravate 
~equality. On the other hand "spread effects" are conceptualized as the 

positive effects of development which are diffused to the backward 
regions and can take the form of purchases of raw materials from the 
backward region, remittances to the backward areas of income earned 
by workers in the growing region or the development of linked 

MODELS 
An early laea addressing the problem of inequalities focused on 

the problems of developing backward reg&ns. This was the Balanced 
Grow (BG) concept of Reosentein-Rodan (1 943). This theory claims that 
inducement to invest is low in economically backward regions because 
of the small size of the market. The strategy therefore favours the 
establishment of whole set of complementary projects such that the 
needs of one industry create the demand for the output of r'elated 
industries. Thus SI own demand. It has however, been 
suggested that a buld result in the concentratior of 
economic activitie, ~UIII, a1e.3 while other areas are neglected. Tnis 

NEQUAL 

upply crc 
BG stra 
e ." m e - .  

?ates its 
~tegy wc 
.. .- 

establishment in the backward region. 

5 



The growth polelgrowth centre concept address the strategy of 
dealing with inequalities among regions. Certain observable features of 
human activities constituted the basis of the concept. These are: 

i) That human activities tend to cluster together to generate 
internal and external economies of scale, 

ii) that if the process were left to  itself, it may result in heavy 
social cost such as congestion, diseconomies of scale and 
spatiill imbalance in social and economic development. 

iii) that it is possible to intervene in the operation of the 
processes which tend to create cluste ' i g  and spatial 
imbalance and thus achieve certain desired spatial pattern of 
human advities. 

Perroux (1 955) observed that growth does not appear everywhere 
and all at once but "it becomes manifest at points or poles of growth, 
with variable intensltv; it spreads tnrough different channels, with 
variables terminal effects on the whole of the economy". (Perroux 
1955, translation by Mckee, Dean and Leahy 1970, p. 94). He 
visualized growth poles as those from which centrifugal forces emanate 
and to which centripetal forces are attracted. In developing his growth 
pole concept, he based his argument heavily on Schumpeter's theories 
of innovation and large scale firms. The concepts of inter-industry 
linkages and that of industrial interdependence alsc play major roles - 
hence the importance of dominance of :he pole in inter-industry 
relationship. 

According to Peeroux, a growth pole consists of a group of firms 
(or industries which are strongly linked through forward and backward 
linkaaes around a leading firm (or leading industry) which has been 
termed the propulsive firm (or industry). 

Boudeville (1 966) made an attempt to express the concept of 
growth pole in partial terms through a functio~al transformation 
describes the relevant properties of economic process. He reco 
three types of regions - homogeneous, polarized and progra 
regions. The polarized region which he regards as the most important 
is visualized as homogeneolts, continuous area, consisting of 
interdependent, integrated units in which flows such as goods, services 
or political allegiance are predominantly towards the same dire-+inn - 
towards the regional centre or growth centre. 

The programming ragion on the other hand is des i~  
certain objectives on the besis of available resources dllU ecurlurlllc 
structure. 
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The Mechanisms of the Strategy 
Statements that have become basic to the growth centre strategy 

were put forward by Hirschman (1958) and Myrdal (1957). These 
scholars focus on the mechanisms whereby a developed region (growth 
centre) influences a backward region. These mechanisms they termed 
"polarization" and "trickling down" effects (Hirschman, 1958) and 
"backwash" and "spread effects" (Myrdal, 1957). "Polarization" or 
"backwash" effects relates to the negative impacts of development at 
the growth centre on the zone of influence of that centre. This is 
I ollc.eptualized in terms of the flow of capital, labour, investment raw 

art., JI a ~d other resources to the growth centre to the disadvantage 
, q t  of the region that is influenced. Thi: s tends to 

e te reg~onal inequalities in development lev 
the other hand, the "trickling down" a . 3d effects" 

nechanism is supposed to diffuse the positive Impact of g r ~ w t h  centre 
development to the surrounding zone of influence. In fact, the great 
intu~tive appeal of growth centre strategy rests on this mechanism. 
However, it is still not clear in qu, 2 terms how the favourable 
economic impact is spread from ban growtn centre to the 
surrounding territory. Neither is t h ~  lor the speed of the various 
impacts specified in the literature. 

One significant facx is the vital role of innovatian d i i s i o n  in the 
process of regional development. Friedmann (1 966) highlighted his in 
this core-periphery model. He expects regional development to occur 
through a discontinuous but cumulative process of innovcition. 
However, he believes that innovation first appears in a relatively small 
number of core regions and tends to spread downward and outward 
from these centres to the peripheral areas. 

The concepts of growth polelgrowth centre had come under 
severe criticisms. Much ot the international interest in growth centre 
strategy as a means of promoting growth in backward areas is 
associated with the ideal ofWspread effects". This in turn is commonly 
associated with the induced generation of "secondary jobs" in the 
surrounding areas. The tendency has been to identify the induced 
effects of an economic activity with locally induced effects. Thus, it is 
believed that investmznt in 3 large centre will ultimately stimulate 
growth in the region in which the centre is located. However, many 
studies indicate that this view is mistaken. For instance, after reviewing 
17 studies of growth centre impacts, Gaile (1 973) concluded that if any 
trend was discernible it was 

antitativc 
I the ur 
e range I 





IS in vari~ 
te more 
y of the 

iile in 1 
:e Westt 
2nt at tl 

DUS secu 
income. 
employe 

~rities ib l  
In the ( 

es who 

tvas also 
' to ensu 

----I.. 

ring regi 
was the 

establishment of the commodity Marketing Boards whose main function 
I was to stabilize prices paid to farmers. Even when the Board: came into 
operation as from 1947, they kept a large part of their accumulated 
earning road rather than invest them locally to 
general :ase of the tin-minng areas, the vast 
majorit were unskilled labourers were earning 
less than f20  per annum in 1950 and by 1968169 were earning not 
more than f70  per annum. Thus there were no great divergence in 
income to create significant regional inequality at this point in time 
although regional differentiation no doubt existed. 

Mabogunje claims that one reason why the grow ~onal 
differentiation did not lead to widening regional inequality fact 
that apart from the exploitative interest of the colonial administration in 
the country, it \ interested in maintaining a degree of law and 
order necessary re exploitation. Thus while the requirement to 
export influence r~ruuuction pattern, expediency of administration 
influenced investment pattern. Consequently, the export producing 
areas were up to the early 1950s left to their own devices to capitalise 
as best they could on the advantages of their natural endowment rather 

I 
I than to re-organize the structure and techniques of their production in 

such a way as to enable them to make a major leap forward. Thus even 
I when there was a significant increase in the prices paid f ~ r  major export 

1 crops on the world market such excess income were never invested in 

I activities that resulted in any major forward linkage whhin the 

i 
economy. For instance, with cotton production, no attempt was made 
to establish a textile mill f o ~  a long time. In consecauence, production 

/ lacked internal stimulation and remained subject to the vagaries of a 
fluctuating and highly competitive world market. Of course, the 

I establishment of local industries would have been inconsistent with the 
objectives of the colonial administration. 

Another aspect of regional differentiation was'in respect of social 
facilities especially education. the differentiation arose from the fact 
that wl :he South, Christian missionaries were allowed to 
introduc 3rn type education, in the North, it was part of the 
agreemc he time the colonial administration took over, that 
Christian missionaries .~ould not be allowed in this sector of the 
country. Thus Islam remained the predominant social atid educational 
influence in the North. On the other hand, the missionaries remained 
the main agents of Western type educational development throughout 
the colonial period (See Table 1 ). 



~uevertneless, the type of education available during the colonial 
period was mostly geared towards liberal arts with little vocational or 
technical content. It was designed to produce clerks for government 
and commercial sectors as well as school teachers. In terms of 
earnings, educational attainment did not offer much better prospects 
than agriculture except that it was less strenuous physically and more 
prestigious socially. Hence inequality was not significant at this period 
although regional differentiation did exist. 

Overall it is claimed that prior to 1950 regional differentiation did 
exist, but regional inequalities were not manifest. The production of 
different types of crops or minerals do not by itself produce inequality. 
For inequality to emerge, it is essential that these activities lead to 
chanaes in the structure of production and organization in such a 
manner that increasingly higher and higher per capita income to one or 
more regions relative to others occur on an almost permanent basis. 
The vagaries of prices received for exoort agricultural crops, the fact 
that the prices did not result from improved production and 
orgnaizational techniques and the absence of strong linkages wi 
rest of the economy ernphasise that there was little inequality in F 
before the 1 950s. 

This situation however changed dramatically with the emer 
of petroleum as the dominant foreign exchange earner in the Nic 
economy. As shown in Table 2, petroleum made no contribut~ 
Federal Government revenue in 1950. By 1960 it accounted for only 
3.4 per cent of Federal Government revenue. However, by 1970171 
crude petroleum accounted for more than half of the total Federal 
Government revenue. In subsequent years particularly with the oil boom 
period, petroleum became the indisputable mover of the Nigerian 
economy. Earnings from crlrde petroleum found expression in the 
general economic and social activities within Nigeria. The multiplier 
effects of oil money permeate the socio-economic !andscape c 
country .. 
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TABLE 2 
THE CONTRIBUTION OF PETROLEUM TO THE TOTAL 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REVENUE IN SELECTED YEARS 
1950 (in million=\ 

1 1 Oil Revenue 1 Tota -1 I Revenu 
(a) (b) 

Nil E71.72m 
f 4.4m E l  28.5m 

f 59.5m f 1,540.3m 
81517.2m 81891.4m 

769.2 1,695.3 
2,707.5 5,514.7 
8,564.3 15,234.0 

geria, - -,.- Central Bank of Ni lnnual Report and 
Statement o f  Accounts 1 y b  I -1 990. 

, Federal Republic of Ni~aria, ~ a t i o n a l  Development 
Plan. 1962-68, p. I I . 
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N production and consumption patterns were 
Irirruuuueu IIILLJ LII~: ~ d n t r y .  However, the process by which the 
innovations which accompanied these changes penetrated the different 
ar cas of the Nigerian territorial space differed widely. In consequence, 
rc2ional inequalities became nanifest in the Nigerian socio-economic 
soace. The discds:;ions that follow examine this feature. 



PATTERN OF INEQUALITIES IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN 
NIGERIA 

In examining the pattern of inequalities in Socio-economic 
development in Nigeria, the following variables were adopted and 
available data analysed in respect of the former 1 9  states. The non- 
availability of data for recently created states has constrained this study 
t o  adopt the old 1 9  Fructure. I state sl 

,.. ~A Variables Used in the aruoy 

Numb 
Numb 
" - 

mary Sc 
:ondary ! 

ler of Pri hool Pup 000 population 1 
ler of Sec School P 3,000 population 

'Female Enrolment in Colleges of Education per 100,001 
population 1987188. 
Enrolment in University11 00,000 population 1988189 
Percentage of National Industrial Employment, 1980  
Hospital Beds11 00,000 population 1987 
Dispensaries/Clinics per 100,000 population 1 987. 
Number of Licencsed Pharmacists/100,000 population, 
Internally generated revenue per capita, 1987. 
Capital expenditure per capita, 1987 
"Due to  the fact that access t o  colleges of Education by remare 
students is more ubiquitous nationally; the variable, Female 
Enrolment in Colleges of Education has been used as surrogate, 
measure for Female enrolment in tertiary institutions. 

These variables were initially processed by examining the degree 
to  which they are related among themselves. Table 3 shows the 
correlation matrix of the ten primary variables. Apart from the d~agonal 
elements which show vaiues, indicating 'self correlation of each 
variable, there are 45 different correlation co-efficients, each indicating 
the relationship of a specific pair of variables. Among these only 8 are 
negative correlations. This indicates that, in general, if we  take any pair 
of variables, there is a tendency for an increase in one t o  be associated 
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i i t h  an increase in the other. The only exception is with the variable - 
capital expenditure per capita, which records negative correlations wi th 
all the other variables except one. This shows that the pattern of per 
capita capital expenditure cannot be positively associated with the eight 
other variables. This'probably exhibits the political factor in decisions 
o n  capital expenditures. 

One then asks the question as t o  whether, in each pair, one 
variable could be a sufficient substitue for the other and whether we 
can eliminate one without loss of detail in describing the pattern of 
inequalities in the level o f  economic development within the Nigerian 
territorial space. It is only through a further analysis by the multivariate 
technique i.e. factor or component analysis, that such a auestion can 
be satisfactorily answered. In th , the principal fa( ysis 

:tor anal, 

3CtOTS WI has been adopted. 
A further analysis of the dala tl e principal f i  

hich 

are shown in Table 4. The eigenvalue of each and the degree t o  which 
each of them accounts for the total variance of the original primary 
variables are also shown. The first principal factor wi th an eigenvalue 
of 4.907 accounts for 68.7 percent of the total variance in the original 
primary variables. Factor II, wi th an eigenvalue of 1.396 accounts for 
19.6 percent of the otal variance. With the third principal factor, having 
an eigenvalue of 0.836 and contributing 11.7 percent of the variance 
3f the orginal primary variables, the variability in the original primary 
var~ables are completely accounted for. Thus a reduction in the 
dimension of the problem has been achieved. Since the principal factors 
obtained ay multivariate analysis are statistically uncor each 
introduces information not accounted for by any other. ' then 

proceed t o  examine our problem using those three princi 
Irs. 

The identification of each new principal factor depends on the 
strength of the correlation co-efficients-between it and the original 
primary variables. The loadings of the primary variables on the principal 
factors are shown in Table 5, It is interesting to  note that all the' 
primary variables, except per capita capital expenditure load positively 
on the first principal factor. Another point of interest is that only Female 
Enmlrnent in Colleges of Education and DispensariesiClinics recorded 
loading below 0.5. All other loadings exceed 0.5 and t w o  of them 
exceed 0.9. We therefore label this factor as the general socio- 
economic factor. The second principal factor gives the greatest positive 
weight to  Female Enrolment in tertiary institutions and is labelled the 

related, 
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TABLE 4 
THE CONTRIBUTION OF PRINCIPAL FACTORS TO ORIGINAL 

VARIANCE Pr Tuc RIMARY VARIABLES 

SOURCE: 
~ - --a 

niversitv 

% of Variance 

68.7 
19.6 
11.7  - 

the Author usinq me ~trlvl Computer of the 
, Ile-lfe. 

Female Enrolment Factor DispensariesiClinics loaa highest on Factor Ill 
and is therefore labelled the primary health factor. 

We next discuss the ~erformances of the differ m t  states with 
regards to  each of these identified factors. The don,.nance of Lagos 
State oi l  Factor I is overwhelming. It scored 3.93 which is the highest 
positive factor. Most other states record negative scores on this general 
Teasure of level of socio-economic development (see Table 6). On 
Factor II - Female Enrolment in Tertiary Institutions - the importance of 
Lagos State drops drastically with a score of (0.158). The states which 
performed very well on this measure are former Anambra State (1.081). 
former Bendel State 11.8051, former lmo State 11 0 4 5 )  and Ogun State 
(1.488). On Factor 111 - the primary health factor, former Oyo State 
11.175) and former Niger State (1.5061 had the highest scores. Maps 

1 t o  3 show the gen erns of inequalities among the States with 
regards to socio-ec development as identified by the factors 
examined. 
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PROBLEMS OSPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA 
Since nment of polit;cal independence and particularly 

with the ~~~ ,C IY , I IG~  of petroleum as the prime mover of the Nigerian 
economy, certain basic problems have continued to plague socio- 
economic development in Nigeria and these have found expressions in 
regional inequalities. Among these are firstly, the persistent inability of 
output in the agricultura! sector to keep pace with increasing demand 
for dome:'ic consumption and for inputs into the manufacturing sector 



s e ~ ~ n d l y r  the ,istonions in social attitudes and economic 

, lhlch acco"Wanied the massive injection of oil money 

into the 
I 

panicularl~ Since the 1970s  Thirdly, the urban 
bias in i resource allocation 

at the Federal level especially prior to 986.successive governments have responded to these problems with 
, degrees of successes. 
I 6 Oue lo time 

I have selected two of 
problems for 

D ) elabOrati~n These are firstb, the urban 
bias in 

z 
Z aI'Ocati~n at  the Federal level. Secondly, and associated 

,. t, 
~ t h  the first V) 1! - the dichotomy in the level of development as befr... the 

urban and rural sectors of Nigeria, 
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The patfern of resource allocation at the national level is very 
important in the process of socio-economic development in a Federation 
such as Nigeria. Over the decades, the urban bias in resource allocation' 
at the Federal level operated to  the disadvantage of the rural areas. 
p o w e r l e ~ ~ n e ~ ~  of the rural people has been an important factor in this 
regard. According to  John Friedrnann, power in this context means 'the 
ability of organizational and institutional actors, located in geographic 
space, t o  mobilize and allocate resources (manpower. capital and 
information) and intentionally to  structure the decision - field of others 
(i,e. to  constrain the decision of others by policies, rules and 
commandsa, (Friedmar . 1975, p.267). There is a close relationship 
between the spatial d.jtribution of power and the allocation of 
resources. For instance, the concentration of power at the Centre during 
the previous era of military rule in Nigeria, led to  b substantial 
concentration of the nation's resources at the F t  !era1 Government from 
the total national revenue was 59.3%. This rose to  almost 74% in 
1967 and 80% and above between 1973 and 1980. The peak of 
85.8% was recorded in 1974. The share of the states on the other 
hand declined from 40.7% in 1965 to  26.2% in 1967. It reached the 
lowest level of 14.2% in 1974. It is significant t o  note that this period 
coincided with the period when crude oil prices escalated 0" the world 
market beginning with the 1973 energy crisis. AS a result. relativel~ 
massive resources ere retained by the Federal Government to the 
neglect of the State Governments and by extension, the local and rural 
areas. For example, of the total F48 billion total nat10nal revenltr in 
1977, only bf 1.203 billion went t o  the 19 States. The ems 
N6.840 billion was retained by the Federal Governv9nt- 
hierarchical and authoritative nature of military Power stru 
facilitated this relatively great imbalance in the spatial distiibution OT 

power and resources. The supreme pow& of the Federal Government 
gave it access t o  immense resources which were unfonunatel~ wasted 
on sometimes irrelevant but expensive projects. The States and 
Governments were unnecessarily dependent 0" the F 
Government. This pattern found expression in the fortunes of thl 
dwellers who were disadvantaged. 

With the return to civilian rule in 1979, a substantial change 
pattern of resource allocation was introduced. This cmae wi  
Revenue Allocation Act of 1981. According to  this. the f-eu.la1 

Government could only retain 55% of all Federally collected revenue- 
The states and the Local Govenrrnents Were allocated 35% and 10% 

..- .-- 
lining 

The 
~cture 

Local 
ederal 
e rural 

in the 
th the 
--A...-l 

respectively. There was a further improvement in 1991 when the 
present Federal administration increased the allocation to  Local 
Governments to  1 5%. Simukaneously, however, there was a devolution 
of additional functions to Local Governments. These include primary 
health care, primary education and rural water supply. This was 
followed by complaints from various Local Governments that the 
allocation was inadequate given the additional responsibilities. Many 
corn~lained that after paying the salary bills for teachers and other 
Local Government staff, nothing was left for actual development 
activity. In response, the Federal Government in its budget announced 
on January ls t ,  1992. This has brought the share of local  
Governments from Federally allocated revenue to  20% - an increase of 
100% in 12 months. h is to  be hoped that with this, meaningful 
development efforts would be initiated at the Local Government level. 
It is also hoped that Local Governments would themselves gear up their 
internally generated revenue. 

For one thing, the strongest argun 
iovernment administration is that it promotes local 
irough the mobilization of local resources and self . 

Local control also encourages unity through a sense of community and promotes 
discipline which is often lost in larger economic units. 

Secondly, according to Bannett 11980). localized government 
implies - 

the ability of smaller and mn 

- -  - 
Pref~ 
provi 
and i 

prefe 

- - 
Anotl 

rences a 

'ler argu 

re local --.- ...-8 governments to  adjust more closely to  geographical variations in local needs and 
!fences. Geographical localization in the organinion and 
sion of public goods affords a greater awareness of costs 
sllows a closer matching both of services to  needs and 

nd of benefits to costs (Bennett, 1980, p.279). 

ment in favour of local governments is that it 
promotes freedom, democracy and resonsible government. Through a 
network of Local Government Councils, political power is diffused and 
the rural people benefit. 

Alexis de Tocqueville observed that local assemblies of citizens 
constitute the strength of free nations. Town meetings are to 
liberty what primary schools are to  science; they bring it within 
the people's reach; they teach men how touse and to  enjoy it. 

lent for 
develoy: 

re1;-...-- 

Local C 
Iment t t  
I _ : 



the Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure (DFRRI). The 
need for mass mobilisation of the people for development led to the 
creation of the Directorate for Social Mobilisation (MAMSERI out of 
DFRRI. The objective was to increase the political awareness of the 
people. Adult literacy programme, Expanded Programme on 
lmmuniiati~n and Oral Rehydration Thera~v. the Better Life Programme 
- all have combined to incre is of the I 
stimulate them toward gre; I develop 

Mabogunje wrote thusr 

A nation may establish a system *of free government but 
without the spirit of municipal institutions it cannot have the 
spirit of libertv. (Tocaueville, 1966, p.62). 

more likely to influence go it through 
public 01 pinion is Also 

a wide distribution of government which arlaulr ~ub l i c  
pressure, backed by a real social consciousness of 
exerting it to be applied at the maximum number of 
(Cole, 1921, pp. 33-41. 
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rural dwc 
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*Ilers and those 
points 

nent is 
eliberate 

True -develop! er of ir 
involving the d iration 01 
to serve the new goala UUI 3ociety sets Tor melt. BeCi 
most of these traditional structures are still preserved in 
rural areas and especially around land as a fact01 
production, the socio-spatial organization of our.rural arei 

iajor step in any real effc 
junje, 1977, p. 98). 

a matt1 
transofn 
L -..- -- 

lternal r 
r traditior 

* -  ~ .. 
Nigerian experiences since the Local Government reforms of 

I 3 ,  u . !dicate the great advantage of localized government to the rural 
dwellers. However, as noted by Bennett there are idvantage: also d~sz 

vice star 

muse 
I the 

'of  
3.. :.. 

- 

which may be listed as follows: 
il It can result in extreme inequity in sev 

~dards and 

fiscal t 
~t can 1 

Foster! 

~urdens. 
result in inefficient econof 
s local autocratic rule. 

the fir 
societl 

st and n 
y (Mabo! 

Z 3  1 3  

our nic orgal 

'a and rigidity. Produc :es inert1 

at extren 

w e n  that not I 65 perc e Nigerran population still 
reside in the rural e transfc of the rwal economy in 
Nigeria is a task t t  be dani ; regard B lntegrated Rural 
Developmenr Stratey~ appears tn be tne most appropl 

SRl took 
the right step by opening up the rural areas through thc ~ction of roads and the provision of basic amenities such as saf, 

through 
the construction of wells and also, the provision ,l,~rricitv in 

less than 
areas th 
bat must 
.-., ---- 

ent of th 
wmation 
2. In this 
. . ; clear th ne decentralization could narrow the resource 

base or grass-root level governments. Economic inefficiency would also 
arise from duplication of services, equipment, offices etc. and the 

?iate. DFI 
e constrL 
er water 
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inability to achieve economies of scale. 
With the creation of 136 more Local Governments in 1991 wnich 

brought the total number of Local Governments in Nigeria to 589 and 
the creation of nine more states to give the nation 30 states, some of 
the above disadvantages have emerged. For example, there had been 
cases of narrow parochialism where non-ingigene government workers 
were ordered to leave for their home states. This type of feature should 
be closely monitored to prevent negative impact on national unity. 

The other area on which I intend to focus is rural development. It 
should be acknowledged that more than any other Fed4 
administration since independence, the present Federal Government 
devoted a lot of resources and attention to rural development 
appears that the awareness of the problems of urban bias in resource 
allocation, the neglect of the rural areas, their powerlessness in the 
political economy and the increasing income inequality gap bktween the 
urban and rural areas led the Federal Government in 1986, to establish 

ected lot 
There 

riculture , 

zations. I 
is a c q  
and to ac 

- . I . . .  sel However,.the task ahead is still enormous. 
ring need to modernize production methods in 

agl :hieve greater productivity in the agricultural sector. 
As with this is The problem of farm subsidy. If we want 
inc )erformance from our farmers, there is no way we can 
su t y remove subsidy to this sector. Even the more advanced 
colrt~tr~es of Europe and America heavily subsidize their farmer 

Another problem is the provision of logistic support in our e 
mobilise the rural farmers for greater productvity. They need an e 
and effective back-up system. The support services must be able to 
respond to the demand by the farmer for fertilizers, seeds, irrigarion 
support, storage facilities, transportation facilities, medical supplies and 
technical assistance among others. Failure of the supporting services 
to meet up 'with these challenges would turn rwal development into 
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Distance' and 'Functional Magnitudew of ~et'tlements were also firsf 
introduced in the paper into the literature on Urban Geography. I Was 
able to quantify these measures and P :he formulae, which are 

now freely used by geographers. 
so important and innovative were aarrr ,u.~tributions both in terms 

of the methodology of urban classification as well as in the c o ~ e p n  
introduced that that work on Urban Hierarchy was re~mduced in Qther 
Journals, and was extensively quoted and discussed in several 
geography texts for Universiw teaching. The work was also acclaimed 
in several private communications to me from all over the world over 
the years. I have received more than two hundred requests for reprints 
by Geographers in different parts of the world as well as receiving 
specific requests for further enlightenment on the me tho do log^. In 
1' 

fersor Peter Haggetit, an internationally renowned expert in 

t t  
:omf"ended my contributions in these word! 

'May I first of all congratulate you on an exceIlentl~ conceived 
and executed piece of work: It adds knowledge just where we 
need it on cross-cultural tests of the urban S~ectrum". 

Professor Wrigley ot the Depa 
University, England wrote: 

mbridge 

I have now read the article and enjoyed it greatly. AS it 
happens I have just finished marking a Set of Tripes Papers 
. . .  They (the students) would have been very glad in many 
cases if they had had t n ~ s  paper available to them already to 
u s  as ammunition in the battle .I would like to 

congratulate you most warmly on your achievement. . 
1 have been consulted by TOW" and Country Planners from as fa as 

India who found the new concepts in my work very irInovative- In 
addition, research scholars in  different Waf of the world have sought 
my assistance in their problems concerning methodology. 

In recognition of my contribution to geographical knowledge. I Was 
made an Honourary Fellow of the American Geographical Society in - 

1968. 
MY work on Consumer Behaviour is a contribution both in 

methodology and in its potential utility in regional planning. I have also 
tested the effectiveness of a modified gravity model in analvsing human 

~oc"-econmic interactions among settlements.  he model was found 
useful in predicting short-range interactions involving consumer 
movements among settlements. Among my contributions is the fact 
that the gravity model is not effective in predicting long range 
interactions in socio-economic activities. This inadequacy of the model 
was shown to be a result of the existence of competing urban centres 
with o ~ e r l a ~ ~ i n g  spheres of influence. The work is ememsly useful in 
planning urban and regional facilities. 

The main contribution of my work on the petroleum indusrry lies in 
its display Of the strength of geographical analysis in the investigation 
of socio-economic phenomena and the capability of the geographg to 
unearth the spatial ramifications of resources exploitation. The work 
highlighted the impact of the civil war through the petroleum industry 
on the growth and decline of certain settlements in former Bendel and 
Rivers States. 

- 
4.  Regional Deve/opmenr 

In the field of regional development, my main contributions include 
a modification of the growth polelcentre concept through the advocacy 
of an integrated settlements system approach to regional planning, I 
also demonstrated the potential utility of a graph theoretical approach 
in obtaining a spatial framework tor the location of basic facilities within 
a given spatial system. 

MY publications on Urban Growth and Problems and ,also on 
Housing Problems in Nigerian cities, emphasise the need for greater 
envjr~nmental ~k3nning in Nigeria. The inadequacies of most 
institutional approaches to solving Nigeria's housing problems were 
highlbhted and suggestions were made for improvements. The role o f  
innovation diffusion in regional development has been acknowledged as 
a universal truibm. The idea that development occurs through "the 
impulses of growth being transmitted in order from higher to loser 
order centres in the urban hierarchy" was tested in my paper "Aspects 
of the Spatial Impact of Development: A Case Study of Nigeria". The 
study found that while this idea may be true for the more advanced 
countries and had been validated in the case of Chile, in the Nigerian 
example, it is not valid. Explanations were offered for this and 
suggestions made with respect to developing "lagging regions". 

I have produced technical reports on Rural-Urban Migration under 
the auspices of the International Association for Metropolitan Research 
and Devleopment, Canada. 



International reactions to these modest contributions have come in 
various forms includ~ng special invitations to highly specialized 
workshops, seminars and conferences in differen1 parts of the world 
and several other international awards. 

These knowledge have over the years been shared with students 
who had passed through me, some of whom are now colleagues in this 
institution and elsewhere. 

Lukacs, G. (1971 - L e n i ~ .  London. 
Mabogunje, A.L. (1980) - The Development Process. A Spatial 

Perspective. London: Hutchison University Library. 
Myrdal. G. 11 957) - Economic Theory in Underdeve/oped Regions. 

London: Gerald Duckworth. 
Perroux, Francois ( 1  9501 - "Econimic Space: Theorrand Applicationn. 

Quanerly Journal of Econom~cs, V O ~ .  LXIV. pp. 90-97. 
Rosensfein-Rodan, P.N. ( 19431 - ' 'P rcb!~" '~  of lndustrial i~atio~ of 

Eastern and South-Eastern Euro~e" Economic Journal, pp. 204-7. 
Tocqueville, A de 119661 - Democracy in America New York: John 

Wiley. 

les, Ladie 
Mr. Vice-Chancell~, Eminen., Scholars, Distil 

!S 

and Gentlemen, 
These are the submissions of my lectu 
Please permit me to take this opportur 

le 

to the University com nunitv especially my colleagues in the Veparrment 
of Geography and in the Faculty of Social Sciences for the conducive 
atmosphere which has enabled me to make these humble contributions. 

I thank you all for your attention. 

nguished 

Ire. 
~ i t y  to ex ( gratituc press rnl 

. . -  
Singer, H.W. 11 9581 - "7he Concept of Balanced Growth in Economic 

Development - Theory and Practice" Majayan Economic Review. 
Streeten, P.P. (I 959). "Unbalanced Growth". OxfordEconomicPapers. 
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