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ABSTRACT

This study i nvestigated how cli mate change has affected N geria and exam ned
N geria’s institutional capacityto respond to climate change. Further nore the study
assessed N geria’s strategies in adaptingto cli nate change andidentified the effects of
response by global actorstothe Paris Agreenent on N geria’s ability and strategies in
responseto cli mate change. These were wtha viewt o enhancingthe understandi ng of
the nature of the United Nations Famework Convention on dimate Change
(UNFCCQ) andthe ways Ngeriais affected by the framnework

Pri mary and secondary data were used in the study. The pri nary data were
sourced fromin-depth interviews from 30 respondents. The study area i ncluded t he
Depart mrent of di mate Change, Mnistry of Environment of the Federal Republic of
N geria in Abuja and the Ngerian Environnental Sudy/ Action Team ( NEST) in
Ibadan Descriptive qualitative anal ysis was used to anal yze the data cdlected

The resuts showed that cli nate change affected every region of N geria and
coul d be seenindistorted patterns of rai nfall, i ncreased heat, drought and severe fl oods;
which had dire effects, especially onthe agricuture and health sectors. Further nore,
although N geria has established a numnber of instituionstorespondto climate change,
institutional capacity were inadequate as seen in available resources and ability to
i nplenent plans. Additionally, N geria has spelt out strategies for adaptation; however,
these strategies were yet tobei nplenented Hnally, the study foundthat global actors’
responses have nat been adequateto achieve the goal of the Paris Agreenment, andthis

will further aggravate dimate change and raise the need for adaptationinN geria
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The study concluded that while the UNFCCC Paris Agreenent established a
more realistic approachtointernational cooperation on cli mate change, it has however

delivered little concrete influence on cli nate change adaptation in Ngeria
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CHAPTER ONE
I NTRODUCTI ON

11 Backgroundtothe Sudy

Thereis nowa gl obal consensusthat the cli nate of the earthis changing andthis change
creates a huge potentia threat tothe world andits entire popul aion whether nowor in
the future. The mainstreamt hought beingthat the shiftsinthe global cli nmate are nostly
due to hunan activties (CEPS 2004:4). This view has been confir ned not only by the
Intergovernnental Panel on di nate Change (1PCC), but by various assess ment reports
(CEPS 2004). Nevertheless, disserting views still persist. The United States
Environnent and Public Works Senate Committee (2009) issued a report docu nenting
over 700 sciertist-skeptics voicing a range of opposing opi nions, nost challenging the
argunent on the anthropogenic cause of di nate change, although sonme are reported
debunking cli mate change entirely. In 2010 that list was updated by Qi mate Depat

Special Report (2010) toabove 1000 sceptics.

Consequently, policymakers and experts largely agree that the United Nations
Franework Convention on dinmate Change (UNFCCQ is indeed a positive step in
developing a holistic franework for regulating the activities of the international
communitytoreduce greenhouse gas e mssions and adapt tothe changing cli nate. The
UNFCCC s al nost universal e mbershipis byfarthe nost promnent attempt at creating
mechanisns for cli nate change. In My 1992 the UNFCCC was adopted and available
for signature at the 1992 R o de Janeiro Earth Sumnit. This cane intoforce in Mrch

1994 and had 197 M mbers (196 states andthe European Union) as of May 2018, The
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end goal of the Conventionisto "stabilisation of greenhouse gas concentraions inthe
at mosphere at alevel that woul d prevent dangerous ant hropogenicirnterference wththe
cli mate system" Two agreenents, the Kyoto Protocd andthe Paris Agreenent (IPCG

2018), adopt and enforce the ter ns of the Convention

Nonet heless, Sates cumulative commt nents are inadequate to neet the conventions
goal of achieving stability of anbient greenhouse gas concentrations at a rate which
would discourage dangerous anthropogenic interference wth the earths cli nate
Additionally, doubt remains over the willingness of statesto neet these pledges, much
less increase them over tine to the extent needed to reduce the average global
tenperature. Moreover guidelines and incentives to guarantee that these agreenents are
transparent and accountable have characterized international cli mate negotiations
( Moncel, Joffe, M Call and Levin, 2011). Ini nple mentation, since Kyoto didnot i npose
any responsihilities on developing states, and the United States did not ratify the
agreenents for a long period its practical i npact was li mited, weak and essertialy
synbolic of the conplexities that underscore the devel opnent of an adequate cli nate

reg ne ( Keohane and David 2010).

The international communityis nowaware of the severity of the threat to cli mate. The
risks associated wth unchecked cli mate change are also well reported and its
i mpact increasingly affect humans and the ecosystens. However, fdlowi ng a gl obal
agreenent by so many governnents all over the world to stabilize anthropogenic
greenhouse gases ( GHGs) at acceptable levels, emssions are still on the rise and

commt ments for possible action insum still fall short asto what evidence indicatesis
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required ( Mncel, Joffe, M Call and Levin 2011). Wthout a fully functioning gl obal
governance structure, international cli mate agreements can only be acconplished on a
vol untary basis. S nce protection against cli nate changeis a gl obal public good, no state
can be excluded from enjoying cli nate security regardess of participation; these
commt nments prowvide very strong opportunities for free-ride. i nate change, like ot her
global environnental negatiaions, faces challenges related to the need for gl obal
cooperation |ong-ter msustai nability, strong policy engage nents and free-rid ng ( CEPS,
2004). Consideringthat cli mate changeis far nore conplicated due toits highlevel of
uncertainty and lack of technol ogical sduions, the latest debates on the future of a
global cli nate change regi me ininproving on i mportant acconplishments that have

already been nmade, focus onthe proble mof howagree nents are for mul ated to guarantee:

1 Partici pation (and avoi d free-riding) and
2 Conpliance (CEPS 2004).

Independent of the discussions concerning global cli nate policy, all countries will
experiencet he effects of cli nmate change, eventhoughthei npact wll vary. Inthe poorest
staes where vul nerability is higher due to geographical and cli natic conditions and
where the capacity to respond is very low these adverse effects wll be felt nost
strongly. Stakehol ders generally agree that cli nate change wll inpact all states,
particuarly the devel oping nations ( Ncholas, Madukwe, Enete, Anmechina Onokala,
Eboh, Uah and Garforth 2012). Generaly, developing states have less favourable
economc conditions, weaker structures, restricted access to capita, and are li mted in
exchange of infor nation The nost vul nerable statestocli mate change are oftent he | east

ready to adapt or respondtoit. Bfective adaptation depends on advances intechnal ogy,

© Obafen Awd owo University, lle-lfe Ngeria
For noreinfor mati on contact ir-hel p@adife edu ng



OBAFEMI AWOLOWO

organi zational capability, expertise andtraining and financia availability (H gueres and

Maria 2002).
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