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ABSTRACT 

Thi s  st udy i nvesti gat ed how cli mat e change has affect ed Ni geria and exa mi ned 

Ni geria’s  i nstit utional  capacit y t o respond t o climat e change.  Furt her more,  t he st udy 

assessed Ni geria’s strategi es  i n adapti ng t o cli mate change and i dentified the effects  of 

response by gl obal  act ors  t o t he Paris Agree ment  on Ni geria’s  ability and strategi es  i n 

response t o cli mat e change.  These were wit h a vi e w t o enhanci ng t he understandi ng of 

the nat ure of  t he Uni ted Nati ons  Fra me work Conventi on on Climat e Change 

( UNFCCC) and t he ways Ni geria is affect ed by t he fra me wor k.  

Pri mar y and secondary dat a were used i n t he st udy.  The pri mar y data were 

sourced from i n-dept h int ervi ews  from 30 respondents.  The st udy area i ncl uded t he 

Depart ment  of  Cli mat e Change,  Mi nistry of  Environment  of  t he Federal  Republi c of 

Ni geria i n Abuj a and t he Ni gerian Environment al  St udy/ Acti on Tea m ( NEST)  i n 

Ibadan. Descri pti ve qualitati ve anal ysis was used to anal yze t he dat a collected.  

The results showed t hat cli mat e change affect ed every regi on of  Ni geri a and 

coul d be seen i n di st orted patterns  of  rai nfall,  i ncreased heat,  drought  and severe fl oods; 

whi ch had dire effects,  especi all y on t he agriculture and healt h sect ors.  Furt her more, 

alt hough Ni geria has  established a nu mber  of  i nstitutions  t o respond t o climat e change, 

instit utional  capacit y were i nadequat e as  seen in availabl e resources  and abilit y t o 

i mpl e ment  pl ans.  Additionall y,  Ni geria has  spelt  out  strategi es  f or  adapt ation;  however, 

these strategi es  were yet  to be i mpl e ment ed.  Fi nally,  t he st udy f ound t hat  global  act ors’ 

responses  have not  been adequat e t o achi eve t he goal  of  t he Paris Agreement,  and t hi s 

wi ll furt her aggravate climat e change and raise t he need for adapt ation i n Ni geria.  
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The st udy concl uded t hat  while t he UNFCCC Paris Agree ment  est ablished a 

mor e realistic appr oach to i nt ernati onal  cooperation on cli mat e change,  it  has  however 

deli vered little concrete i nfl uence on cli mate change adapt ation i n Ni geri a.          
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CHAPTER ONE 

I NTRODUCTI ON 

1. 1 Background to the St udy 

There i s  now a  gl obal  consensus  t hat  t he cli mat e of  t he eart h i s  changi ng and t hi s  change 

creat es  a  huge pot ential  threat  t o t he worl d and its  entire popul ati on,  whether  now or  i n 

the f ut ure.  The mai nstream t hought  bei ng t hat  t he shifts  i n t he gl obal  cli mat e are mostl y 

due t o hu man acti vities  (CEPS,  2004: 4).  This  vi ew has  been confir med not  onl y by t he 

Intergovernment al  Panel on Cli mat e Change (I PCC),  but  by vari ous  assess ment  reports 

( CEPS,  2004).  Neverthel ess,  dissenti ng vi ews  still  persist.  The Unit ed St at es 

Environment  and Public Wor ks Senat e Co mmittee ( 2009)  i ssued a report docu menti ng 

over 700 sci entist-skeptics  voi ci ng a  range of  opposi ng opi ni ons,  most  challengi ng t he 

argument  on t he ant hropogeni c cause of cli mate change,  alt hough so me are report ed 

debunki ng cli mat e change entirel y.  In 2010 t hat  list  was  updat ed by Cl i mat e Depot 

Speci al Report (2010) t o above 1000 sceptics. 

Consequentl y,  policymakers  and experts l argel y agree t hat  t he Unit ed Nati ons 

Fra me wor k Conventi on on Cli mat e Change (UNFCCC)  i s  i ndeed a positi ve st ep i n 

devel opi ng a  holistic fra me wor k f or  regul ati ng t he acti vities  of  t he i nt ernati onal 

communit y to reduce greenhouse gas  e mi ssi ons  and adapt  t o t he changi ng cli mat e.  The 

UNFCCC' s  al most  uni versal  me mbershi p i s  by far t he most  pr omi nent  attempt  at  creati ng 

mechanis ms  f or  cli mat e change.  I n May 1992,  t he UNFCCC was  adopt ed and availabl e 

for  si gnat ure at  t he 1992 Ri o de Janeiro Eart h Su mmit.  This  ca me  i nt o force i n Mar ch 

1994 and had 197 Me mbers  ( 196 st ates  and t he Eur opean Uni on)  as  of  Ma y 2018.   The 
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end goal  of  t he Convent ion i s  t o "st abilisation of  greenhouse gas  concentrations  i n t he 

at mosphere at  a  l evel  t hat  woul d prevent  dangerous  ant hropogeni c i nt erference wit h t he 

cli mat e syst e m. "  Two agree ments,  t he Kyot o Pr otocol  and t he Paris Agree ment  (I PCC, 

2018), adopt and enforce the ter ms of t he Convent ion.  

Nonet hel ess,  St at es'  cumul ati ve co mmit ments  are i nadequat e t o meet  the conventi on' s 

goal  of  achi evi ng st ability of  a mbi ent  greenhouse gas  concentrations  at  a  r at e whi ch 

woul d discourage dangerous  ant hropogeni c i nterference wit h t he earth' s cli mat e. 

Additi onall y,  doubt  re mai ns  over  t he willi ngness of  st ates  t o meet  t hese pl edges,  much 

less  i ncrease t he m over  ti me t o t he ext ent  needed t o reduce t he average gl obal 

temperat ure.  Moreover  gui deli nes  and i ncenti ves  to guarant ee t hat  t hese agree ment s  are 

transparent  and accountable have charact erized i nt ernati onal  cli mat e negoti ati ons 

( Moncel,  Joffe,  Mc Call  and Levi n,  2011).  In i mple ment ati on,  si nce Kyot o di d not  i mpose 

any responsi bilities  on devel opi ng st ates,  and the Unit ed St at es  di d not  ratify t he 

agree ments  f or  a l ong peri od,  its  practical  i mpact  was  li mited,  weak and essentiall y 

symbolic of  t he co mpl exities  t hat  underscore t he devel opment  of  an adequat e cli mat e 

regi me ( Keohane and Davi d, 2010). 

The i nt ernati onal  co mmunit y i s  now a ware of  t he severit y of  t he t hreat  to cli mat e.  The 

risks  associ ated wit h unchecked cli mat e change are also well  reported and its 

i mpact i ncreasi ngl y affect  hu mans  and t he ecosyst e ms.  Ho wever,  foll owi ng a  gl obal 

agree ment  by so many governments  all  over  the worl d t o st abilize ant hropogeni c 

greenhouse gases  ( GHGs)  at  accept able l evels,  e mi ssi ons  are still  on t he rise and 

commit ments  f or  possi ble acti on,  i n sum,  still fall short  as  t o what  evi dence i ndi cat es  i s 
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required ( Moncel,  Joffe, Mc Call  and Levi n,  2011).  Wi t hout  a  f ull y f unctioni ng gl obal 

governance struct ure,  i nternati onal  cli mat e agreement s  can onl y be accompli shed on a 

vol unt ary basis.  Si nce prot ecti on agai nst  cli mat e change i s  a gl obal  public good,  no st at e 

can be excl uded from enj oyi ng cli mat e security regardl ess  of  partici pati on;  t hese 

commit ments  pr ovi de very strong opport unities  for  free-ri de.  Cli mat e change,  li ke ot her 

gl obal  environment al  negotiati ons,  faces  challenges  rel ated t o t he need f or  gl obal 

cooperati on,  l ong-ter m sust ai nability,  strong policy engage ments  and free-ridi ng ( CEPS, 

2004).  Consi deri ng t hat  cli mat e change i s  far  more compli cat ed due t o its hi gh l evel  of 

uncertai nt y and l ack of t echnol ogi cal  sol uti ons, t he l at est  debat es  on t he f ut ure of  a 

gl obal  cli mat e change regi me i n i mpr ovi ng on i mport ant  accomplishments  t hat  have 

already been made, focus on t he probl e m of how agree ments are for mul at ed to guarantee: 

1.   Partici pati on (and avoi d free-ri di ng) and 

2.  Co mpli ance ( CEPS, 2004).  

Independent  of  t he di scussi ons  concerni ng gl obal  cli mat e policy,  all  countries  will 

experience t he effects of  cli mat e change,  even t hough t he i mpact  will  vary. I n t he poorest 

states  where vul nerability i s  hi gher  due t o geographi cal  and cli matic conditi ons  and 

where t he capacit y t o respond i s  very l ow,  t hese adverse effects  will  be  felt  most 

strongl y.  St akehol ders  generall y agree t hat  cli mat e change will  i mpact  all  st at es, 

particul arl y t he devel oping nati ons  ( Ni chol as,  Madukwe,  Enet e,  Amaechina,  Onokal a, 

Eboh,  Uj ah and Garforth,  2012).  Generall y,  devel opi ng st ates have l ess  favourabl e 

econo mi c conditi ons,  weaker  struct ures,  restricted access  t o capital,  and are li mit ed i n 

exchange of  i nfor mati on.  The most  vul nerable st ates  t o cli mat e change are often t he l east 

ready t o adapt or respond t o it.  Effecti ve adapt ation depends  on advances  in t echnol ogy, 



4 
 

© Obaf e mi Awol owo Uni versity, Il e-Ife, Ni geri a 
For mor e i nf or mati on contact ir- hel p@oauife. edu. ng   

 

or gani zati onal  capability,  expertise and trai ni ng, and fi nanci al  availability ( Fi gueres  and 

Mari a, 2002). 

 


