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Abstract

The study assessed the trend of expansion of Abeokuta bet ween 1968 and 2014 and
examnedthe changes intypes of land useinthe area wthinthe study period It also exam ned
the i nfl uence of urban expansi on onthe soci oc-economc and livelihood of the surroundingrural
comnunitiesinthe area These were wththe viewt o deter mningtheinfluence of urbanization
onthe adjourning rural commnunities inthe area

The study used bath primary and secondary data. The pri mary data were obtained
through questionnaire admnistration and focus group discussion The study population
conprised selected rural comnunities that fell bet ween 10 kmfromnorth ( Bode d ude), south
(Qere), east (Agboku), west ( Akewe), southwest ( Apena), southeast (Oke Mbsan), northwest

(Onigangan) and northeast (Qose). In each of the comnunities one-fifth (209 of heads of
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househal ds were selectedfor the studyto ensure adequate coverage and opti mumrepresentati on
of the sanplefrane. The sanples drawn were selective of age and occupation; they were at | east
sixy years of age and must have been, or were still, far ners wthinthe community of resi dence.
However, there were cases where the heads of sone househol ds did not possess either one or
both of the set criteriafor selection, such a househol d or the entire buil dng was skippedtothe
next household or building as warrarted On the whole, ataa of 275 questionnaires were
admnisteredinthe eight selected commnunities. For the secondary data, a topographical map of
Abeokutafor 1966, Landsat 1986, Landsat TM 2006 and Landsat ET M+ 2015 were used using
Geographical Infor mation System( @S, which were digtized and overlaid ising AcAS 93

The results showed that t he settlenent ( Abeokuta) has expanded by 2 890 hectares of
rural land engulfed bet ween 1968 and 2014. The built-up area has i ncreased by 80. 9 % whereas
areas covered by vegetation bare rock and water body have reduced by 85.06% 96.7%and
96. 2 %r especti vel y. Further nore, theinfl uence of urban expansionindicatedt hat thereis serious
encroachnent on agricutura land increase in distance to far nhands, reduction in far msize,
changes in soci o-economi ¢ base of the communities, occupational diversification changes in
means of livelihood, and di vest nent of land

The study concl udedt hat urbani zati oni nfl uenced the liveli hoods and physical struct ures

of the ad ourning rural communities inthe area

Superwvisor: Dr. A M Qayiwla

Nu nmber of Pages: 116
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CHAPTER ONE

I NTRODUCTI ON

11 Backgroundtothe Sudy

One of the nost i nmportant transfor mations across the worldinthe modernti nes isthe
expansion of cities and metropalitanregions andthe sprawing growt h of negacities. Mich of
these explosive grovihs are unplanned, particuarly, inthe devel oping countries where cities
have absorbed nmany rural settlenents. Ana (1992) contend that inthe devel oping courtries,
conte mporary urbanization has nat only been extrenelyrapidin nature but also devastatingin
i npact.

As a process of increase nodernization system urbanization nodifies the socio
economc actiuties and revad uionizes the land cover practice accordngtoti ne frane ( Chabra
1985). Wban devel opnent has enlarged the nodification of natural resources and has changed
land cover and land cover patterns. The expansion of residertial and commercial land cover to
rural areas at the periphery of netropolitanareas has | ong been considered as a si gn of regi onal
economc vitality ( Agunbiade et al, 2012). However, therate at whichthisexpansi on encoraches
intorura lands vary considerably bet ween different regions. Sudiesinthe devel oped countries
showt hat rapi d urbanizationinsone of the great cities had displced rural lands. For exanple,
Best (1970) revealed that in Britain about 5 700 acres of agricutural lands are transferred to
urban uses each year. Bernstein (2003) showed the loss of agricultural lands to urban
devel opnent in different countries. He revealedthat in Zheijiang provi nce of China, vast areas
of agricutural land onthe fringe of cities were being convertedto urban uses. In addition, he

showedthat while an esti nated 40, 000 hectares of rural landis converted to urban use annually
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inJarkata in Egypt norethan 10 %of the nation’s producti ve far nhands have been convertedto
urban use duringthe last 30 years. Chabra (2005) establishedthat theloss of agricutura landto
hunan settlenentsisfar more seriousinlndiathan elsewhere. He observedthat about 1 5Smllion
hectares of agricutura land was used for urban growt h bet ween 1975 and 1995. Chabra (2005)
predictedthat a further 800,000 hectares woul d be transfor ned to built-up area bet ween 1995
and 2010.

In N geria, Onibokun AG(1995) gave exanple of the rate at which urban devel opment
has encroached intorural landin Enugu. They reportedthat in 1963 Enugu lost 72 52 square
kilonetres of arable land to urban devel opnent, about 180 square kilonetres in 1975, and by
1985 it increased to as much as 204.5 square kilonetres. Snce then there was an average
physical expansion rate of 589 sqgaure kilonetres. Salam (1997) observed a kind of lateral
expansionin all directions inlbadan He addedthat bet ween 1977 and 1990, |badan expanded
by about 4 kilonetres to the north 8 kilonetres tothe east 4 kilonetres tothe south and 3
kilonetres to the west engulfing nost of the neighbouring rural areas. Adedibu et al (1998)
revealed that in 1935 the built up area of Hlorin was just 2 0 square kilonetres, 4.5 aquare
kilonetresin 1963 and 22 3sqaure kilonetresin 1973 This shows that the city has grown at an
astronom cal rate andt he expansion has clai ned most of the surrounding rural lands. Adindu et
al (1998) reveal edt hat, in Owerri the capital city of | no State there was loss of agricutural land
uptoa distance of 13 kilonetres fromthe city. They established further that bet ween 1975 and
1998 proxi mtytothe cityresultedinloss of significant proportion of neighbouring far mands
and fromthe rate of expansionthe city may encroach nore intothe adjourning commnunities.
Adeboyej 0(2004) i ndi catedin his study on Ogbomoshot hat t he direction of growt h was t owards

the northern outskirts border of t he settle nent where Ladoke Akintda University of Technol ogy
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islocated This is because about 69.5%buildng plans were approvedinthe north conpared
with 3L 5%in the southern part of the settlement. Salau et al (2013) studied urban grow h
incursionin parts of Lagos State, N geria They observedintense urban encroachnent al ongthe
sout h- west end of g o- Badagry Expressway, south-east al ongthe Lekki- Epe corridor, the north-
east along I korodu corridor, Ai nmosho-1gando-1ba- LASU corridor in the north-west and the
Lagos-1badan axistowards the northern part of the Metropalis. They assertedthat the corridors
along the Lagos- Qgun Stae borders have experienced the hi ghest pressure. Further nore, they
observedthat Qa, Ibafo- Mwe, Qodu- Akute, and Ogijo areas were under intense pressure of
urban expansi on

Inal nost every part of the world cities are experiencing new patterns of cultural and
de nographic super-dversity (Adriana, 2003). Growth and physical expansion of hunan
settlerments are global phenonena ( Mddeton et al, 2011). The process of urbanization
represents increase in proportion of people living in town and cities as a result of people’s
move ment fromrural areas to urban areas. G owth in urban populations is considered as the
factor directlyresponsibe forthe unprecedentedrate of urban expansionand devel opnent bei ng
witnessed across the world As the population of urban centre increases, its need for spatial
services and structures increases which inturn resutsino expansion of the urban area Mre
than 50 %of the world popul ati ons nowleave in dties (Gneshan 2011).

U banizationis a conplex process which has a strong gl obal di mensionthat overcones
the spatia barriers, acting as real centres of progress wth a significant i npact on natural
resources and on life quality. Consequent upon this, there are several problens of various
di mensions: social, econonmic or environnental in nature. One naj or consequence of i ncreasing

rae of urbanization in most of the developing countries is the uncontrdled rate of spatial
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expansion as well as of physical developrent in nost cities. The logical outcone of this
haphazard devel opnent is environnental stress onthe physical conponents of the ecosystem
These also attenuated the effidency and aesthetic value of the city with i nplication on a
functional and balanced environmert.

Furt her nore, the urban settingis nolonger li mtedtothe core city wthits surroundi ng
subur bs, as urbani zation has created netropolitan reg ont hat i ncl ude spaces outsidet he boar ders
of cities. As cities continue to expand and pushintoborderingrural areas, the pressure destroys
tradtional ways of life and replaces themwth urban sol ution for growh Due t o expansion of
the city, the urban-rural hybrid zone has beconme a contested space where conflias over the
exchange val ue and land cover value are only a part of the larger problem( Mnas, 2003). In
areas where independent municipal governance is favoured over the collective regional
approach rural town and suburban muni ci palities are conpeting directly with bor dering citiesto
access the desirable and percei ved benefit of devel oping projects. Additionally, resident groups
withinthese rural communities are in conflict over each other over preservation of the new
opposing way of life (Logan and Mbnotech 2007).

In addition cities are dynamc ertities; they continually go through unprecedented
changes bathinspatial extent and popul ation size. These changes call for expansion especialy
onthei mmediaterural lands where agricutureisthe predomnant land cover. The effects of this
kind of urban grow hincursion are numnerous. One is physical effect including destruction of
far nhands or vegetation Another effect is bidogical where nost of the wildife inthe forest
zoneis killed and some species have becone extinct ( Agunbiade et al, 2012). Moreover, there
are somne ot her effectsthat relateto haphazard devel opnent inthe adjourningrural lands. Snce

these fringes are not given adequate physical planning attertion developnent springs up in
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di verse directions especially al ong transportationroute and if not checked, it could result into
sluns and non-functional built environment.

N geria has becone an increasingly urbanized and urban oriented society since the
attainnent of i ndependence in 1960. Because of the great i nflux of peopleinto urban areas, the
popul ation of N gerians livingin urban areas has tre mendousl yincreasedthereby expandingthe
areas infor mand pattern. Ngeriais urbanizing at an astonishing pace. Accordngtothe World
Bank, N geria has one of the highest urban growthratesinthe world( World Bank, 1991). The
share of the country’s urban popul ation increased from 20 %in 1970 to about 38 %in 1993,
While national population grewat an average of 2 9%per year from 1980 — 1993 Likewse,

United Nations, (2002) reported that
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