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Abstract 

The st udy assessed t he trend of  expansi on of  Abeokut a bet ween 1968 and 2014 and 

exa mi ned t he changes  i n t ypes  of  l and use i n t he area wit hi n t he st udy period.  It  also exa mi ned 

the i nfl uence of  ur ban expansi on on t he soci o-econo mi c and li veli hood of  the surroundi ng r ural 

communities  i n t he area.  These were wit h t he vi ew t o det er mi ni ng t he i nfluence of  ur bani zati on 

on t he adj ourni ng rural co mmunities i n t he area.   

The st udy used bot h pri mary and secondary dat a.  The pri mar y dat a wer e obt ai ned 

through questi onnaire admi nistrati on and f ocus  gr oup di scussi on.  The st udy popul ati on 

comprised sel ect ed r ural co mmunities  t hat  fell  bet ween 10 k m from north ( Bode Ol ude),  sout h 

( Oj ere),  east  ( Agboku),  west  ( Ake we),  sout hwest  ( Apena),  sout heast  ( Oke Mosan),  nort hwest 

( Oni gangan)  and nort heast  ( Ol ose).  In each of  the co mmunities  one-fifth ( 20 %)  of  heads  of 



xvi  
 

© Obaf e mi Awol owo Uni versity, Il e-Ife, Ni geri a 
For mor e i nf or mati on contact ir- hel p@oauife. edu. ng   

 

househol ds  were sel ect ed f or  t he st udy t o ensure adequat e coverage and opti mu m r epresent ati on 

of  t he sa mpl e fra me.  The sa mpl es  dra wn were selecti ve of  age and occupation;  t hey were at  l east 

si xt y years  of  age and must  have been,  or  were still,  far mers  wit hi n t he communit y of  resi dence. 

Ho wever,  t here were cases  where t he heads  of  so me  househol ds  di d not  possess  eit her  one  or 

bot h of  t he set  criteria f or  sel ecti on;  such a househol d or  t he entire buil di ng was  ski pped t o t he 

next  househol d or  buil ding,  as  warrant ed.  On t he whol e,  a t ot al  of  275 questi onnaires  were 

admi nistered i n t he ei ght sel ect ed co mmunities.  For  t he secondary dat a,  a topographi cal  map of 

Abeokut a f or  1966,  Landsat  1986,  Landsat  TM 2006 and Landsat  ETM+ 2015 were used usi ng 

Geographi cal Infor mati on Syst e m ( GI S), whi ch were di gitized and overlai d usi ng Arc GI S 9. 3. 

The results showed t hat t he settlement  ( Abeokuta)  has  expanded by 2, 890 hect ares  of 

rural  l and engulfed bet ween 1968 and 2014.  The built-up area has  i ncreased by 80. 9 % whereas 

areas  covered by veget ation,  bare r ock and water  body have reduced by 85. 06 %,  96. 7 % and 

96. 2 % r especti vel y:  Further more,  t he i nfl uence of ur ban expansi on i ndi cated t hat  t here i s  seri ous 

encroachment  on agri cultural  l and,  i ncrease i n distance t o far ml ands,  reducti on i n far m si ze, 

changes  i n soci o-economi c base of  t he co mmunities,  occupati onal  di versification,  changes  i n 

means of liveli hood, and di vest ment of land 

The st udy concl uded t hat ur bani zati on i nfl uenced the li veli hoods  and physical  struct ures 

of t he adj ourni ng rural communities i n t he area. 

 

Supervisor:  Dr. A. M. Ol ayi wol a 

Nu mber of Pages: 116  
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CHAPTER ONE 

I NTRODUCTI ON 

1. 1 Background to the St udy 

One  of  t he most  i mport ant  transfor mati ons  across  t he worl d i n t he modern ti mes  i s  t he 

expansi on of  cities  and met ropolitan regi ons  and t he sprawli ng gr owt h of megacities.  Much of 

these expl osi ve gr owt hs are unpl anned,  particularl y,  i n t he devel opi ng countries  where cities 

have absorbed many r ural  settlements.  Ai na ( 1992)  cont end t hat  i n t he devel opi ng countries, 

cont e mporary ur bani zation has  not  onl y been extre mel y rapi d i n nat ure but  also devast ati ng i n 

i mpact.  

 As  a  pr ocess  of  i ncrease moder nizati on syste m,  ur bani zati on modifies  t he soci o 

econo mi c acti vities  and revol uti onizes  t he l and cover  practice accordi ng to ti me fra me  ( Chabra 

1985).  Ur ban devel opment  has  enl arged t he modi fication of  nat ural  resources  and has  changed 

land cover  and l and cover  patterns.  The expansion of  resi dential  and commer ci al  l and cover  t o 

rural  areas  at  t he peri phery of  metropolitan areas  has  l ong been consi dered as  a  si gn of  regi onal 

econo mi c vitality ( Agunbi ade et  al,  2012).  Ho wever,  t he rat e at  whi ch t his expansi on encoraches 

int o r ural  l ands  vary consi derabl y bet ween different  regi ons.  St udi es  i n t he devel oped countries 

show t hat  rapi d ur bani zation i n some  of  t he great cities  had di spl ced r ural l ands.  For  exa mpl e, 

Best  (1970)  reveal ed t hat  i n Britai n about  5, 700 acres  of  agricult ural  lands  are transferred t o 

ur ban uses  each year. Ber nst ei n ( 2003)  showed t he l oss  of  agricult ural  l ands  t o ur ban 

devel opment  i n different countries.  He  reveal ed that  i n Zheijiang pr ovi nce of  Chi na,  vast  areas 

of  agricult ural  l and on t he fri nge of  cities  were bei ng converted t o ur ban uses.  In additi on,  he 

showed t hat  whil e an esti mat ed 40, 000 hect ares  of  rural  l and i s  converted to ur ban use annuall y 
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in Jarkat a,  i n Egypt  more t han 10 % of  t he nati on’s pr oducti ve far ml ands  have been convert ed t o 

ur ban use duri ng t he l ast  30 years.  Chabra ( 2005)  established t hat  t he l oss  of  agricult ural  l and t o 

hu man settlements  i s  far  mor e seri ous  i n I ndi a t han el sewhere.  He  observed t hat  about  1. 5milli on 

hect ares  of  agri cult ural  land was  used f or  ur ban gr owt h bet ween 1975 and 1995.  Chabra ( 2005) 

predi cted t hat  a f urt her  800, 000 hect ares  woul d be transfor med t o built-up area bet ween 1995 

and 2010.  

 In Ni geri a,  Oni bokun A. G ( 1995)  gave exa mpl e of  t he rat e at  whi ch ur ban devel op ment 

has  encroached i nt o r ural  l and i n Enugu.  They report ed t hat  i n 1963,  Enugu l ost  72. 52 square 

kil ometres  of  arabl e l and t o ur ban devel opment, about  180 square kil ometres  i n 1975,  and  by 

1985 it  i ncreased t o as  much as  204. 5 square kilometres.  Si nce t hen,  there was  an average 

physi cal  expansi on rat e of  5. 89 sqaure kil ometres.  Sal a mi  ( 1997)  observed a  ki nd of  l at eral 

expansi on i n all  directi ons  i n I badan.  He  added t hat  bet ween 1977 and 1990,  Ibadan expanded 

by about  4 kil ometres  to t he nort h,  8 kil ometres  t o t he east  4 kil ometres  t o t he sout h and 3 

kil ometres  t o t he west  engulfi ng most  of  t he neighbouri ng r ural  areas.  Adedi bu et  al  ( 1998) 

reveal ed t hat  i n 1935 t he built  up area of  Il orin was  j ust  2. 0 square kil ometres,  4. 5 aquare 

kil ometres  i n 1963 and 22. 3 sqaure kil ometres  i n 1973.  This  shows  t hat  t he cit y has  gr own  at  an 

astronomi cal  rat e and t he expansi on has  cl ai med most  of  t he surroundi ng rural  l ands.  Adi ndu et 

al  (1998)  reveal ed t hat,  in Owerri  t he capital  cit y of  I mo St at e,  t here was  loss  of  agri cult ural  l and 

up t o a di stance of  13 ki lometres  from t he cit y.  They est ablished f urt her  that  bet ween 1975 and 

1998,  pr oxi mit y t o t he ci ty resulted i n l oss  of  si gnificant  pr oportion of  neighbouri ng far ml ands 

and from t he rat e of  expansi on t he cit y may encroach more i nt o t he adjour ni ng co mmunities. 

Adeboyej o ( 2004)  i ndi cated i n hi s  st udy on Ogbomosho t hat  t he directi on of  gr owt h was  t owar ds 

the nort hern outskirts border  of  t he settle ment  where Ladoke Aki nt ol a Uni versit y of  Technol ogy 
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is l ocat ed.  Thi s  i s  because about  69. 5 % buil di ng pl ans  were appr oved i n t he nort h co mpared 

wi t h 31. 5 % i n t he southern part  of  t he settlement.  Sal au et  al  ( 2013)  st udi ed ur ban gr owt h 

incursi on i n parts of  Lagos  St at e,  Ni geria.  They observed i nt ense ur ban encroachment  al ong t he 

sout h- west  end of  Oj o- Badagry Express way,  south-east  al ong t he Lekki- Epe corri dor,  t he nort h-

east  al ong I korodu corridor,  Ali mosho-Igando-Iba- LASU corri dor  i n t he nort h- west  and t he 

Lagos-Ibadan axis  t owards  t he nort hern part  of  the Metropolis.  They asserted t hat  t he corri dors 

al ong t he Lagos- Ogun State bor ders  have experienced t he hi ghest  pressure.  Furt her more,  t hey 

observed t hat  Ot a,  Ibafo- Mo we,  Oj odu- Akut e,  and Ogij o areas  were under  i nt ense pressure of 

ur ban expansi on.  

 In al most  every part  of  the worl d,  cities  are experienci ng ne w patterns  of  cult ural  and 

de mographi c super-di versit y ( Adri ana,  2003).  Gr owt h and physi cal  expansi on of  hu man 

settlements  are gl obal  pheno mena ( Mi ddl et on et  al,  2011).  The process  of  ur bani zati on 

represents  i ncrease i n proportion of  peopl e li ving i n t own and cities  as  a result  of  peopl e’s 

move ment  from r ural  areas  t o ur ban areas.  Gr owt h i n ur ban popul ati ons  i s  consi dered as  t he 

fact or  directl y responsi ble f or  t he unprecedent ed rat e of  ur ban expansi on and devel opment  bei ng 

wi t nessed across  t he world.  As  t he popul ati on of  urban centre i ncreases,  its  need f or  spatial 

servi ces  and struct ures  increases  whi ch,  i n t urn,  results i nt o expansi on of t he ur ban area.  Mor e 

than 50 % of t he worl d popul ati ons now leave i n cities ( Ganeshan, 2011).  

 Ur bani zati on i s  a  co mpl ex pr ocess  whi ch has  a  strong gl obal  di mensi on that  overco mes 

the spatial  barriers,  acting as  real  centres  of  progress  wit h a si gnificant  i mpact  on nat ural 

resources  and on life qualit y.  Consequent  upon t his,  t here are several  pr obl e ms  of  vari ous 

di mensi ons:  soci al,  econo mi c or  environment al  in nat ure.  One maj or  consequence of  i ncreasi ng 

rate of  ur bani zati on i n most  of  t he devel opi ng countries  i s  t he uncontrolled rat e of  spatial 
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expansi on as  well  as  of  physi cal  devel opment  i n most  cities.  The l ogi cal  out come  of  t his 

haphazard devel opment  is environment al  stress  on t he physi cal  components  of  t he ecosyst e m. 

These al so attenuat ed the efficiency and aest hetic val ue of  t he ci t y wi t h i mpli cati on on a 

functi onal and bal anced environment.  

 Furt her more,  t he ur ban setti ng i s  no l onger  li mited t o t he core cit y wit h its  surroundi ng 

suburbs,  as  ur bani zati on has  creat ed metropolitan regi on t hat  i ncl ude spaces  outsi de t he boar ders 

of  cities.  As  cities  conti nue t o expand and push i nto bor deri ng r ural  areas,  the pressure destroys 

traditi onal  ways  of  life and repl aces  t he m wit h urban sol uti on f or  gr owt h.  Due  t o expansi on of 

the cit y,  t he ur ban-rural hybri d zone has  become a  cont ested space where conflicts  over  t he 

exchange val ue and l and cover  val ue are onl y a part  of  t he l arger  pr oblem ( Mi nas,  2003).  I n 

areas  where i ndependent  muni ci pal  governance i s  favoured over  the collecti ve regi onal 

appr oach,  rural  t own and subur ban muni ci palities  are competi ng directl y with bor deri ng citi es  t o 

access  t he desirabl e and percei ved benefit  of  devel opi ng pr oj ects.  Additi onall y,  resi dent  gr oups 

wi t hi n t hese r ural  communities  are i n conflict  over  each ot her  over  preservati on of  t he ne w 

opposi ng way of life ( Logan and Monot ech, 2007).  

 In additi on,  cities  are dyna mi c entities;  t hey conti nuall y go t hrough unprecedent ed 

changes  bot h i n spatial  ext ent  and popul ati on si ze.  These changes  call  for expansi on especi all y 

on t he i mmedi at e r ural  l ands  where agricult ure i s  the predo mi nant  l and cover.  The effects of  t hi s 

ki nd of  ur ban gr owt h i ncursi on are nu mer ous.  One  i s  physi cal  effect  incl udi ng destructi on of 

far ml ands  or  veget ati on.  Anot her  effect  is  bi ol ogi cal  where most  of  t he wil dlife i n t he f orest 

zone i s  killed and so me  speci es  have become  ext inct  ( Agunbi ade et  al,  2012).  Mor eover,  t here 

are some  ot her  effects  t hat  rel ate t o haphazard devel opment  i n t he adj ourning r ural  l ands.  Si nce 

these fri nges  are not  given adequat e physi cal  planni ng attenti on,  develop ment  spri ngs  up i n 
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di verse directi ons  especiall y al ong transportation r out e and if  not  checked,  it  coul d result  i nt o 

sl ums and non-functi onal built environment. 

 Ni geria has  become  an i ncreasi ngl y ur bani zed and ur ban ori ent ed soci et y si nce t he 

attai nment  of  i ndependence i n 1960.  Because of  the great  i nfl ux of  people i nt o ur ban areas,  t he 

popul ati on of  Ni gerians  l ivi ng i n ur ban areas  has  tre mendousl y i ncreased thereby expandi ng t he 

areas  i n f or m and pattern.  Ni geria i s  ur bani zi ng at  an ast onishi ng pace.  Accordi ng t o t he Worl d 

Bank,  Ni geria has  one of  t he hi ghest  urban gr owth rat es  i n t he worl d ( Worl d Bank,  1991).  The 

share of  t he country’s  urban popul ati on i ncreased from 20 % i n 1970 t o about  38 % i n 1993. 

Whi l e nati onal  popul ati on gre w at  an average of 2. 9 % per  year  from 1980 – 1993.  Li ke wi se, 

Unit ed Nati ons, (2002) report ed t hat  

 


