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                                                               ABSTRACT 

The st udy i nvesti gat ed the fact ors  t hat  propelled t he trans mut ati on of  Boko Hara m 

acti vities  i nt o trans-border  i nsurgency i n Lake Chad Basi n regi on and exa mi ned t he i mpact  of 

the Multi nati onal  Joi nt  Task Force ( MNJ TF)  i n addressi ng t he  Boko Haram i nsurgency.  It  al so 

det er mi ned t he challenges  faced by t he Multi nati onal  Joi nt  Task Force i n t he st abilizati on of  t he 

Lake Chad Basi n regi on.  These were wit h a vi ew t o pr ovi di ng i nformati on on t he fact ors 

responsi bl e f or  t he trans-border  trans mut ati on of Boko Hara m i nsurgency and t he policy f or 

addressi ng transnati onal insurgency i n Lake Chad Basi n regi on.  

The st udy utilized bot h the pri mar y and t he secondary dat a.  Pri mar y dat a was  generat ed 

through t he conduct  of  an i n-dept h i nt ervi ew.  The popul ation f or  t he study co mprised of  t he 

officials of  t he Multi national  Joi nt  Task Force (MNJ TF),  Defense I nt elligence Agency ( DI A), 

Di rect orat e of  Mi litary Int elli gence ( DMI),  Nati onal  Defense Coll ege ( NDC),  Ni geria I nstit ut e 

of  I nt ernati onal  Affairs ( NII A),  Nati onal  Hu man Ri ght  Co mmi ssi on (NHRC),  I nt ernati onal 

Or gani zati on f or  Mi gration (I OM),  Depart ment  of  I nt ernati onal  Rel ati ons  Obafe mi  Awol owo 

Uni versit y Il e-Ife,  Institut e f or  Peace and Strategi c St udi es  Uni versit y of  I badan,  and t he 

me mbers  of  t he Ci vil  Soci et y.  Fr om t he popul ation,  20 respondents  were pur posi vel y sel ect ed 

for  t he i nt ervi ews.  Secondary dat a was  obt ai ned from j ournal  articles, books,  ne ws  reports, 

se mi nar  papers,  government  publicati ons  and i nt ernet  mat erials.  Dat a generat ed was  anal yzed 

usi ng appropriate descri ptive and cont ent anal ysis met hods.  

The results showed t hat t he fact ors  t hat  pr opelled t he trans mut ati on of  Boko Hara m 

acti vities  i nt o trans-border  i nsurgency i n Lake Chad Basi n Regi on were due t o t he Hi stro-

cult ural  ties  of  t he peopl e,  strong reli gi ous  affiliati ons  of  t he i nsurgents,  political  and 

devel opment  i ssues,  conflict  over  li mited resources,  adverse securit y and por osit y of  bor ders  of 
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the st ates  i n Lake Chad Basi n regi on.  Furt her more,  t he results discovered t hat  t he MNJ TF has 

made i mpact  i n t he areas of  l aunchi ng transnati onal  attacks  agai nst  t he i nsur gents,  reducti on of 

the persistent  t errorist  attacks,  overall  cont ai nment  of  t he i nsurgency,  hu manitarian i nt erventi on, 

pr ovisi on of  security,  de-radi calizati on of  t he peopl e and st abilizati on of  t he co mmunities 

affect ed by t he i nsurgency.  The st udy al so i dentified t he challenges  faced by t he MNJ TF i n t he 

stabilizati on of  t he Lake Chad Basi n regi on as  i ssues  of  i ncompati bility among t he f orces,  poor 

fi nancial  and moti vati onal  co mmit ments  t o t he forces,  i mpr oper  management  of  i nt elli gence, 

ideol ogi cal  orient ati on of  t he i nsurgency,  mut ual suspi ci on and conflicts of  i nt erests a mong t he 

states of t he MNJ TF.  

The st udy concl uded t hat  trans mut ati on of  Boko Hara m acti vities  across  Lake Chad 

Basi n regi on was  as  a  result  of  strong reli gi on and i deol ogi cal  affiliati ons  of  t he i nsur gents  and 

por osit y of  African bor ders;  whi ch al so paved way f or  t he est ablishment  of  t he MNJ TF i n t he 

regi on.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

                                                   INTRODUCTI ON 

 1. 1     Background to the st udy 

Afri ca,  si nce mi d- 20t h  cent ury has  been a  vi ctim of  i deol ogi cal  cl ashes  and securit y 

challenges;  rangi ng from mi litancy,  et hno-reli gious  crisis,  political  conflict,  hu man and dr ug 

trafficki ng,  trans-border  cri mes  t o t erroris m ( Usman Tar  and Adeoj o Sunday:  2017:  1).  I n t he 

1990s,  t erroris m beca me a  maj or  t hreat  t o t he soverei gnt y of  t hese countries,  recordi ng a  hi gh 

level  of  destructi on of li ves  and pr opert y i n t he hor n of  Africa,  sub- Saharan regi on and 

particul arl y i n t he Lake Chad Basi n regi on.  Bef ore t he Boko Hara m t error  st arted i n Jul y 2009, 

the Lake Chad regi on has  wit nessed several  vi ol ent  conflicts,  revol uti onary struggl es, 

warl ordis m and military insurgency st e mmi ng l argel y from t he Chadi an civil  war  of  t he 1980s, 

foll owed by ar med struggl e and facti onal  militias  in bot h Ni ger  and Ca meroon t hat  was  r oot ed i n 

lack of  political  l egiti macy,  l eadershi p corrupti on,  and political  fragment ation whi ch has  t aken 

a way t he confi dence of  the popul ace i n t he credibilit y of  t he governments  ( Onapaj o 2013 cit ed 

in Us man Tar  and Mal a Must apha,  2016:  104).  This  was  accompani ed by the t error  si ege agai nst 

Afri ca i n general.  Many of  t he m were t he Mait atsi ne uprisi ng of  t he 1980s  i n Ni geria,  Wi l ayat 

Facti on i n West  Afri ca,  the Al - Shabaab i n So malia (and ot her  parts of  t he hor n of  Africa),  al -

Qaeda (i n Isla mi c Maghreb)  i n Al geria and Mali,  Tuareg rebelli on i n t he Sahara Desert,  Tuaregs 

of  nort hern Mali  i n 2007-2009 and t he Ni ger  Republic ( Abi odun Ol uwadare,  2017:  41).   I n t hi s, 

the menace of  t erroris m consistentl y spread across  Africa,  eati ng deep int o t he f oundati on of 

peace and securit y i n t he conti nent.  This  posed the necessit y f or  t he uni ted effort  of  Afri can 

countries  t o effecti vel y cur b t he t hreat  especiall y by st andi ng t oget her  i n t he capacit y of 
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intelligence shari ng,  military cooperati on and hu manitarian i nt erventi on f or  t he pur pose of 

addressi ng t he menace of Terroris m.  

  The Boko Hara m t erroris m t hat  constit utes  one of  t he vi ol ent  i nsurgency i n t he Lake 

Chad Regi on can be traced t o t he acti vit y of  an Islami c Cl eric known as  Moha mmed Yusuf  who 

has  been a  devot ed l oyalist  t o t he Mait atsi ne Sect  that  existed i n 1980s.  The sect  was  responsi bl e 

for  t he deat h of  t housands  of  Ni gerians  i n t he Nort hern part  of  Ni geria (Ol a wal e Al bert,  2017: 

122).   Havi ng ori gi nat ed from t he Kanuri  et hni c gr oup i n Bor no st ate,  Moha mmed Yusuf  was  a 

me mber  of  t he Izal a move ment,  a radi cal  but  non- vi ol ent  move ment,  whose i deol ogy was 

shaped by t he rise of  Salafi  Isla m.  The gr owi ng infl uence of  Sal afi  i deology made t he sal afist 

sect  t o be more radi cal  than t heir  count erparts,  who were Sufi  Musli ms  t hat  for merl y do mi nat ed 

Ni gerian Isl a mi c beliefs. Thr ough t he Sal afist  Islami c i deol ogi es,  Mohammed Yusuf  beca me 

radical  agai nst  west ern educati on and according t o hi s  belief,  t he western educati on i s  a 

compr omi se t o t he Isla mic fait h and it  shoul d be pr ohi bited.  ( Dani el  Tor bjor nsson and Mi chael 

Jonsson, 2017: 16)   

Yusuf  di d not  pose any threat  t o t he securit y of  Ni geria until  2002 and 2003 when hi s 

gr oup st arted t o be i dentified wit h different  for ms  of  speeches  of  religi ous  i nt ol erance and 

ant agonis m whi ch est ablishes  a vol atile at mosphere f or  reli gi ous  vi ol ence i n Ni geria.   Thi s 

br ought  hi m t o a collision pat h wit h t he Ni gerian state,  most  especi all y t he government  of  Bor no 

St at e.   Duri ng t his  ti me,  the st ate government  could not  have hi m i mprisoned,  even whil e several 

cases  were br ought  against  hi m i n Ni geria’s  courts of  l aw.   Havi ng escaped t his,  t he Ni geri a 

police t ook l aws  i nt o t heir  hands  and killed hi m extraj udi cially i n 2009 for  t he belief  t hat  t hi s 

woul d l ead t o t he end of  t he move ment.  But  Yusuf  was  succeeded by a  mor e militant  l eader, 
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Abubakar  Shekau  ( also known as  Dar ul  Akee m wa  Za munda Ta wheed),  who has  up t o dat e 

successfull y t urned Boko Hara m i nt o a terrorist organi zati on ( Ol awal e Al bert, 2017: 121).  

On account  of  t his,  Ni geria i n Jul y 2009 beca me  victi m of  t errorist  i nsurgency as  t he sect 

ca me t o pr omi nence t hrough di verse attacks  against  government  i nstit utions,  securit y agenci es, 

schools,  i nt ernati onal  instit ution bases,  i ncl uding t he Unit ed Nati ons buil di ng and Force 

Headquarters  i n Abuj a. There were al so rai ds on ar my barracks  and military f or mati ons, 

bo mbi ng of  churches,  mosques,  l ocal  co mmunities  and villages  (  Pet er  Mbah and Chi kodiri 

Nwangwu, 2014: 74). 

 I n t he wake of  2015,  Boko Hara m gai ned i nt ernational  pr omi nence and support  t hrough 

acts  of  vi ci ous  vi ol ence,  inti mi dati on,  and ki dnappi ng f uelled by l arge number  of  weapons  fl ows 

from Li bya,  Sudan,  Egypt  and Syri a wit h di verse trai ni ng and support  from al - Qaeda i n t he 

Isla mi c Maghreb ( AQI M)  and Mourabit oun i n Mali.  The j oi nt  t error  acti vities  of  AQI M and 

Boko Hara m beca me  pronounced and t hreat ened t he bor ders  of  Lake Chad Basi n and t he 

conti guous  areas  of  t he Sahel.  As  t he gr oups  began t heir  acti vities  i n Ni ger,  it  beca me  cl ear  t hat 

AQI M was  trai ni ng and recruiti ng Boko Haram operati ves.  In March 2015,  Boko Hara m 

decl ared allegi ance t o t he Isl a mi c St at e i n Iraq and Syri a (I SI S)  and by t he l atter  half  of  2016,  t he 

relati onshi p bet ween I SIS and Boko Hara m grew stronger.  This  bri ngs  mor e fears  t hat  Boko 

Hara m coul d beco me  even more t hreat eni ng t o Ni geria and t he whol e regi on of  t he Lake Chad 

Basi n.  

Thi s  i s  more evi dent  on Dece mber  2016,  when Boko Hara m vi ol ence had di spl aced 2. 3 milli on 

peopl e wit hi n t he Lake Chad Regi on whi ch has  tri pled t he nu mber  from 2014,  i ncl udi ng over 

600, 000 i nt ernall y di spl aced persons  (I DPs)  i n northeastern Ni geria,  109, 000 i n Ni ger,  198, 900 

in Ca mer oon,  and 95, 100 i n Chad.   The I nt ernati onal  Or gani zati on f or  Mi gration al so report ed i n 



4 
 

© Obaf e mi Awol owo Uni versity, Il e-Ife, Ni geri a 
For mor e i nf or mati on contact ir- hel p@oauife. edu. ng   

 

2016,  t hat  85, 779 Ni gerian refugees  had arri ved i n Ca mer oon,  7, 917 i n Chad,  and 96, 940 i n 

Ni ger,  and t hey t ook refuge i n some  of  t he world’s  poorest  and most  vulnerabl e communi ties. 

Ma ny refugees  i n Ni ger  settle i n makeshift  struct ures  al ong t he si ngl e paved r oad t hat  heads  west 

from Lake Chad (Instit utes  f or  Securit y St udi es,  2016).  Over  t he years,  t he r egi on has  al so been 

pl agued by scarcit y of  resources  i n spite of  t he erst while abundance of  nat ural  resources.  The 

regi on has been stagnated econo mi call y and 


