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ABSTRACT

The study investigated the factors that propelled the trans muitation of Boko Haram
actiuties intotrans-border insurgency in Lake Chad Basinregion and examnedthe i npact of
the Multinational Joint Task Force ( MND TF) inaddressingthe Boko Harami nsurgency. It also
deter mnedt he challenges faced bythe Miltinational Joint Task Forceinthe stabilization of t he
Lake Chad Basin region. These were wth a viewto providing information on the factors
responsi ble for the trans-border trans mitation of Boko Haraminsurgency and the policy for
addressi ng transnati onal insurgency in Lake Chad Basinregon

The study utilized boththe pri mary andthe secondary data Pri nary data was generated
through the conduct of anin-depthinerview The populaion for the study conprised of the
officdals of the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJ TF), Defense Intelligence Agency (O A,
Orectorate of Mlitary Intelligence (DM), National Defense College (NDC), Ngeria Institue
of International Affairs (NI A, National Himan Rght Commission (NHRQ), International
Organization for Mgration (1 ON), Depart nent of International Relations Cbafem Awol owo
Uni versity lle-Ife Institute for Peace and Strategic Sudies University of Ibadan and the
me mbers of the dvil Society. Fromthe popul ation, 20 respondents were purposi vel y sel ected
for the inerviews. Secondary data was obtained fromjournal artides, books, news reports,
semnar papers, government publications and internet materials. Data generated was anal yzed
usi ng appropriate descriptive and contert anal ysis met hods.

The results showed that the factors that propelled the trans mitation of Boko Haram
actimMties into trans-border insurgency in Lake Chad Basin Region were due tothe Hstro-
cutual ties of the people strong religous affiliaions of the insurgents, political and

devel opnent issues, conflict over li mted resources, adverse security and porosity of borders of
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the states in Lake Chad Basinregion Further nore the results discoveredthat the MNJ TF has
made i npact inthe areas of launching transnational attacks against the i nsurgents, reduction of
the persistert terrorist attacks, overall containment of the i nsurgency, humanitarianintervertion,
provision of security, de-radicalization of the people and stabilization of the comnunities
affected by the insurgency. The study alsoidentifiedthe challenges faced bythe MNOTFinthe
stabilization of the Lake Chad Basinreg on as issues of i nconpatihbility among the forces, poor
financial and notivational commt nents to the forces, i nproper nmanagenment of intelligence,
idedl ogical orientation of theinsurgency, nutual suspicion and conflicts of interests anmongthe
states of the MNJTF.

The study concluded that trans mitation of Boko Haram actiuties across Lake Chad
Basinregion was as aresut of strong religon andideol ogical affiliations of the insurgents and
porosity of African borders; which also paved way for the establishnent of the MNOTFinthe

region
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTI ON

11 Background tothe study

Africa, since md-20h century has been a victim of ideological clashes and security
challenges; ranging from mlitancy, ethno-religious crisis, political conflid, human and drug
trafficki ng, trans-border cri nes toterrorism( Wsman Tar and Adegjo Sunday. 2017: 1). Inthe
1990s, terrorismbecane a major threat tothe sovereignty of these countries, recording a high
level of destruction of lives and property inthe horn of Africa sub-Saharan region and
particdarlyinthe Lake Chad Basinregion Beforethe Boko Haramterror startedinJuly 2009,
the Lake Chad region has wtnessed several vident conflicts, revoluionary struggles,
warlordismand mlitary insurgency ste mm ng largel y fromthe Chadian civil war of the 1980s,
fdlowed by ar ned struggl e and factional mlitiasinboth N ger and Ca meroonthat was roatedin
lack of palitical legiti nacy, leadership corruption, and political fragnentation which has taken
away the confidence of the populace inthe credibility of the governments ( Onapaj o 2013 cited
in Ws man Tar and Mala Mustapha, 2016: 104). This was accomnpanied by theterror siege agai nst
Africain general. Many of themwerethe Mitatsine uprising of the 1980sin N geria Wlayat
Factionin West Africa the A-Shabaabin Somalia(and other parts of the horn of Africa), al-
Qaeda (inlslamc Mighreb) in Ageriaand Mili, Tuaregrebellioninthe Sahara Desert, Tuaregs
of northern Mali in2007-2009 andthe N ger Republic( Abiodun A uwadare 2017: 41). Inthis,
the menace of terrorismconsistently spread across Africa, eating deep intothe foundation of
peace and security inthe continernt. This posed the necessity for the united effort of African

countries to effectively curb the threat especially by standing together in the capacity of
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intelligence sharing mlitary cooperation and hunanitarian interverntion for the purpose of
addressingthe nenace of Terrorism

The Boko Haramterrorismthat constitutes one of the vidert insurgency inthe Lake
Chad Regioncan betracedtothe activity of anlslamc deric known as Mohammed Yusuf who
has been a devotedl oyalist tothe Miitatsine Sect that existedin 1980s. The sect was responsi bl e
for the death of thousands of N geriansinthe Northern part of Ngeria(dawale A bert, 2017:
122). Having orig natedfromthe Kanuri ethnic groupin Bornostate, IMohammed Yusuf was a
me mber of the lzala movenent, a radical but non-vident nove nent, whose ideol ogy was
shaped by the rise of Salafi Islam The grow ng influence of Salafi i dedogy nade the sal afist
sect to be noreradica thantheir counterparts, who were Sufi Musli ns that for nerly dom nated
N gerian Islamc beliefs. Through the Salafist Islamc ided ogies, Mohammed Yusuf becane
radical against western education and according to his belief, the western education is a
conpromsetothe Islamicfaithandit should be prohibited ( Daniel Torbjornssonand Mchael
Jonsson, 2017: 16)

Yusuf did not pose any threat tothe security of N geria until 2002 and 2003 when his
group started to be identified wth different for ns of speeches of religious intolerance and
antagonis m which establishes a volatile at mosphere for religous vidence in Ngeria This
brought hi mtoa collision path withthe N gerian state, nost especiallythe government of Borno
State Duringthisti ne, the state government could not have hi mi nprisoned even while several
cases were brought against hi min N geria’s courts of law Having escaped this, the N geria
police took laws inotheir hands and killed hi mextrajudiciallyin 2009 for the belief that this

would leadtothe end of the nmovement. But Yusuf was succeeded by a more nilitart |eader,
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Abubakar Shekau (also known as Darul Akeem wa Zanunda Tawheed), who has up to date
successfulyturned Boko Haramirntoaterrorist organization (Qawale Abert, 2017. 121).

On account of this, NgeriainJuly 2009 becane vidi mof terrorist i nsurgency as t he sect
came to promnence through di verse attacks against governnent institutions, security agencies,
schodls, international instituion bases, including the United Nations buildng and Force
Headquarters in Abuja There were also raids on army barracks and mlitary for nations,
bo i ng of churches, mosques, local comnmunities and villages ( Peter Mbah and Chikodiri
Nwangwu, 2014 74).

Inthe wake of 2015 Boko Haramgainedinternational prom nence and support through
acts of vicious vidence, irti mdation and ki dnappi ng fuelled by | arge number of weapons flows
from Li bya, Sudan, Egypt and Syria wth diverse trainng and support fromal- Qaeda in the
Islamc Maghreb (AQ M and Mourabitounin Mali. The joint terror activities of AQ Mand
Boko Haram becane pronounced and threatened the borders of Lake Chad Basin and the
contiguous areas of the Sahel. Asthe groups begantheir activitiesin N ger, it becamne clear t hat
AQ M was training and recruiting Boko Haram operatives. In Mrch 2015 Boko Haram
declaredallegancetothelslamc Sateinlragand Syria(I1SS and bythelatter half of 2016, the
relationship bet ween I SIS and Boko Haram grew stronger. This brings more fears that Boko
Haramcoul d becorne even norethreateningto N geria andthe wholeregion of the Lake Chad
Basin
Thisis nore evident on Dece mber 2016, when Boko Haramvioence had displaced 2 3 nllion
people wthinthe Lake Chad Region which has tripled t he nunber from2014, including over
600, 000 i nternally displaced persons (1 DPs) in northeastern N geria 109, 000in N ger, 198 900

in Caneroon, and 95,100in Chad. The International O ganizationfor Mgrationalsoreportedin
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2016, that 85 779 N gerian refugees had arrivedin Caneroon, 7,917 in Chad, and 96,940 in

4

N ger, and they took refuge in sone of the world’s poorest and nost vulnerable communities.
Many refugeesin N ger settlein makeshift structures al ongt he single pavedroadt hat heads west
fromLake Chad (Institues for Security Sudies, 2016). Over the years, theregion has also been
plagued by scarcity of resources inspite of the erst while abundance of natural resources. The

regon has been stagnated economcally and
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