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INTRODUCTION
The Vice-Chancellor, eminent scholars, distinguished colleagues,
students of this Great University, ladies and gentiemen,

It is a great pleasure and an honour for me to deliver this first
Inaugural Lecture of the 1991/92 academic year. The topic of my
lecture of today is Regional Inequalities in Socio-Economic Development
in Nigeria: Problems and Prospects.

Spatial inequality in the level of social and economic development
is a universal phenomenon. In the developed countries, the problems
associated with this phenomenon had agitated the minds of scholars for
centuries - for example, income inequality - which is considered
synonymous with inequality in general, was given considerable
attention by economists and sociologists such as John Stuart Mill, Karl
Marx in the second half of the 19th century. In the 20th century,
Keynes exercised considerable influence on ideas about income
inequality and economic growth particutarly in the period before World
War [l. However, in the less developed countries (LDCs) the topic
hardly received any attention until in recent decades

One major factor that inspired increasing focus on the probblems
of spatial inequality in the LDCs is the growing realization that increase
in national income per capita is not necessarily accompanied by
improvement in the living conditions of the poorest group in any given
country. It is also well known that inequalities among units within a
nation could lead to disaffection and result in political instability. The
exoeriences of the Republic of Zaire, Sudan, Ethiopia are cases in point.
Prior to 1975, development planning in Nigeria for instance focused on
achieving greater rate of economic growth through sectoral
investments. In consequence, not much attention was paid to the
spatial patterns of inqualities in development. However, the Third
Natioral Development Plan {(1975-1980} did recognize the need to take
cognisance of the disparities in development levels among units within
the country.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

\

It is useful at this stage, to examine the concept of development \
which in itself has provoked several definitions and controversies over ‘

the decades. Particularly in the eariy post World War Il, development in
the economic literature was defined as "a rapid and sustained rise in
real output per head and attendant shifts in the technological, economic
and demographic characteristics of a society” (Easterlin, 1968). This



c(fmgent}xalization-of development found expression in the Mmeasurement
:ss eve ;)‘pm"ent in.terms of economic growth. Lewis for example
s ;ﬁe: at "the-central problem in the theory of economic growth is
b, ztand th.e process by which a community is converted from
g2 per cent to a 12 per cent saver - with all the changes in
o S, :n mstl_tutlons and in techniques which accompany this
o ga:u:n :.LeWIS, 1955). .Based on this assumption, growth in the
NP earlier on adopted in measuring development. This however
as since been found to be grossly inadequate '
politc:lhe need to incorporate changes in social, psychological and
modernis:iil:\as V\llidl to t|he conceptualization of develoment as
. lle still incorporating economi
\ i . omic growth, i
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becar\r:\(l;tcl:}e;ergg;d; to1t9héeoles: developed countries (LDCs) however it
! e s that neither the concept of d '
economic growth nor as modernizati ; e oment as
mic ation was adequate. Th i
to exist in three countries L
poverty and destitution ink i
pockets of a few rich elites. D et
' . Development then cam
simply as raising per capita in i o o A
come but more importantl i
the poverty level amon S T
g the masses. The basi
b e asic needs of the mass of
the focus of attenti '
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justice. Thus; three major is
' ; sues came
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and how the bur
can be shared among these classes fen of development
o disfr?gl?t'g: ao;dMarx'ialn phnosopnical persuasion hold that the issue
social justice cannot be tackled wi
e M L ed without reference to
ch govern production and distributi
therefore see develo i chifts i e ooy
pment in terms of basic shifts i
production with the attendant i e e mode of
; changes in the relative i
f importance of
egg:?(l) n(]:il:sts:s. fThus development from this viewpoint is the sociz
ransformation of a given society. It is h '
there is no historical e i ively domiatod & et
poch that is exclusively domi '
of production, althou ifi R, oo mode
. gh a specific mode of producti
' ! . _ uction may clearl
dominate at any given time. Lukacs (1 971) forinstance claimi that _v

The modes of production and the corresponding soqial forms
and class stratifications -which succeed and supersede one
another tend in fact to appear in history much more as

intersecting and opposing forces.

And Mabogunje {1980) claims that "The manner in which these
intersecting and opposing forces operate within a country can be said
to determine whether the country ‘develops’ or becomes
‘underdeveloped’”. In like manner, the extent to which these same
process penetrates the different regions within a country, determines
whether the region develops (relative to other regions) or is
underdeveloped.

Three important points are implied in the Marxian
conceptualization of development as socio-economic transformation.
The first focuses develoment as essentially a human issue. That it
concerns "the capacity of individuals to realize their inherent potential
and effectively to cope with the changing circumstances of their lives”.
(Mabogunje, 1980). Secondly, that it involves the total and full
mobilization of a society. Thirdly, that it involves a shift from an
outward-oriented dependent status to a self-centred and self-reliant
position with regard not only to the process of decision-making, but
more importantly the pattern and style of production and consumption.

Changes in the mode of production find expression in changes in
social relations and spatial processes. The latter concept is embraced
by spatial organisation. Competition, integration and diffusion constitute
the three most important processes of spatial organization which find
expression in spatial structure within which among others, inequality
manifests itself. For example in a country with colonial experience such
as Nigeria, areas of the country which possessed special advantages in
the production of .certain commodities which were in demand in the
metropolitan country (during the colonial era) were favoured in terms
of investment whether in mining or crop production. This was
reinforced by investments in transportation designed to link such areas
with the ports from where these commodities were sh‘jpped to the

metropolitan country. The opening up of such areas introduced
increased income in the areas thus stimulating further economic
activities with the attendant social and infrastructural developments.
Invariably, over time such regions tend to be relatively more developed
than other areas of the country that lacked the initial advantages. Thus
the process of ‘circular and cumulative causation’ first put forward by



Myrdal (1957) manifests itself. On the other hand, the initially
disadvantaged areas had tended during that period to slip into
correspondingly worsening conditions. Qut-migration of the younger
age groups to areas of economic activities bacame characteristic. Thus
such regions had tended to loose labour, enterpreneurship and even
capital to the economically active regions. The result is not only a real
differentiation over time, but more importantly, sharp disparities in
regional development within the country,

Mabogunje {1980) conceptualized development as synonymous
with spatial reorganisation. The latter is defined as a new system of
resource allocation which also implies efficiency. Efficiency in turn finds
expression in the two important concepts of magnitude and time. Thus
he.claims for instance, that "it is not enough to know how many people
live in a country. It is equally necessary to have an idea of the number
and sizes of the settlements they occupy, the number and quality of
route-ways that link these settlements, the number, size and ownership
distribution of land as well as other assets and so on". He claims that
all these are important in achieving efficiency in the new system of
social relations. He further claims that "the more attention is paid to
matters of magnitude and their ~hanging complexity, the. greater the
chances of development in a country being well managed and
directed”.

Time factor is the otner aspect of the concept of efficiency with
regards to spatial reorganization. Development could be seen as an
intense concentration of activities requiring a high degree of
synchronization and sequential ordering over a short period of time
during which the whole social fabric of a country is transformed and its
spatial structure reorganized.

MODELS-AND CUNCEPTS IN REGIONAL INEQUALITY

An early idea addressing the problem of inequalities focused on
the problems of developing backward regions. This was the Balanced
Grow (BG) concept of Reosentein-Rodan (1943). This theory claims that
inducement to invest is low in economically backward regions because
of the small size of the market. The strategy therefore favours the
establishment of whole set of complementary projects such that the
needs of one industry create the demand for the output of related
industries. Thus supply creates its own demand. it has however, been
suggested that a BG strategy would result in the concentratiop of
economic activities in some areas while other areas are neglected. This

was argued on the basis of the requirement of locat?on econor.m.c's an.d
the possible bias of the ruling elites for the location of activities in
certain areas in preference to others {lichman and Bharga'va, 1966).

A rival concept is that of Unbalanced Groavth (!JG). leschma[\- one
of the chief exponents of UG, argues that the primary -p!'oble_m is to
induce enterpreneurs to peceive and take investment decisions in order
to achieve long-term growth. However, both BG and UG have the same
objective, which is the achievement of balanced growth.

Hirschman {1958) writes:

it is the experience of unbalanced _growth' :ln thg past that
produces, at an advanced stage of economic development,
the possibility of balanced growth.

Streeten (1959) makes a similar point:

It is possible to reformulate the choice between balance .ancl
unbalance in terme of choice between balanced over periods

of varying lengths.
Again, Singer (1958) bases his UG -

"attack™ on BG on the view that'\vhen you start with
imbalance, you need further imbalance in order to ¢ome

closer to balance.

Myrdal (1957) in his "circular and cumulative. cau;ation';
hypothesis put forward that once a region starts growing ahead o
others due to initial advantages such as resource endowment c'Jr't_he
like, subsequent forces tend to attract new investments and act!vmes
to such a region such that it grows and develops fur_ther relative to
other regions thereby increasing inequalities among reglons. Backwash
effects result in the flow of capital, labour, and materials from the less
developed fegion to the growing region and tend to _aggrava;e
inequality. On the other hand "spread effects” _are conceptualized as the
positive effects of development which are diffused to tr?e backward
regions and can take the form of purchases of raw mat_erlals from th:
backward region, remittances to the backward areas of income earne
by workers in the growing region or the development of linked
establishment in the backward region.



The growth pole/growth centre concept address the strategy of
dealing with inequalities among regions. Certain observable features of
human activities constituted the basis of the concept. These are:

i)  That human activities tend to cluster together to generate

internal and external economies of scale,

ii}y that if the process were left to itself, it may resutt in heavy
social cost such as congestion, diseconomies of scale and
spatial imbalance in social and economic development.

iii) that it is possible to intervene in the operation of the
processas which tend to create cluste ng and spatial
imbalance and thus achieve certain desired spatial pattern of

. human astivities.

Perroux (1955) observed that growth does not appear everywhere
and all at once but "it becomes manifest at points or poles of growth,
with variable ingtensity; 1t spreads tnrough different channels, with
variables terminal effects on the whole of the economy”. (Perroux
1955, translation by Mckee, Dean and Leahy 1970, p. 94). He
visualized growth poles as those from which centrifugal forces emanate
and to which centripetal forces are attracted. In developing his growth
pole concept, he based his argument heavily on Schumpeter’s theories
of innovation and large scale firms. The concepts of inter-industry
linkages and that of industrial interdependence alsc play major roles -
hence the importance of dominance of :he pole in inter-industry
relationship.

According to Peeroux, a growth pole consists of a group of firms
(or industries which are strongly linked through forward and backward
linkaaes around a leading firm {or leading industry) which has been
termed the propulsive firm (or industry).

Boudeville {1966) made an attempt to express the concept of
growth pole in partial terms through a functional transformation which
describes the relevant properties of economic process. He recognised
three types of regions - homogeneous, golarized and programming
regions. The polarized region which he regards as the most important
is visualized as homogeneons, continuous area, consisting of
interdependent, integrated units in-which flows such as goods, services
or political allegiance are predominantly towards the same direction -
towards the regional centre or growth centre.

Tha programming region on the other hand is designed to achieve
certain objectives on the besis of available resources and economic
structure.

The Mechanisms of the Strategy

Statements that have become basic to the growth centre strategy
were put forward by Hirschman (1958) and Myrdal (1957). These
scholars focus on the mechanisms whereby a developed region (growth
centre) influences a backward region. These mechanisms they termed
"polarization” and "trickling down” effects (Hirschman, 1958) and
"backwash” and "spread effects"” (Myrdal, 1957). "Polarization™ or
"backwash" effects relates to the negative impacts of development at
the growth centre on the zone of influence of that centre. This is
conceptualized in terms of the flow of capital, labour, investment raw
:ater:al and other resources to the growth centre to the disadvantage
f the rest of the region that is influenced. This process tends to
exacerbate regional inequalities in development level.

On the other hand, the "trickling down" or "spread effects”
mechanism is supposed to diffuse the positive impact of growth centre
development to the surrounding zone of influence. In fact, the great
intuitive appeal of growth centre strategy rests on this mechanism.
However, it is still not clear in quantitative terms how the favourable
economic impact is spread from the urban growth centre to the
surrounding territory. Neither is the range nor the speed of the various
impacts specified in the literature. '

One significant fact is the vital role of innovation diffusion in‘the
process of regional devélopment. Friedmann (1966) highlighted his in
this core-periphery model. He expects regional development to octur
through a discontinuous but cumulative process of innovation.
However, he believes that innovation first appears in a relatively small
number of core regions and tends to spread downward and outward
from these centres to the peripheral areas.

The concepts of growth pole/growth centre had come under
severe criticisms. Much of the international interest in growth centre
strategy as a means of promoting growth in backward areas is
associated with the ideal of"spread effects”. This in turn is commonly
associated with the induced generation of "secondary jobs™ in the
surrounding areas. The tendency has been to identify the induced
effects of an economic activity with locally induced effects. -Thus, it is
believed that investment in a large centre will ultimately stimulate
growth in the region in which the centre is located. However, many
studies indicate that this view is mistaken. For instance, after reviewing
17 studies of growth centre impacts, Gaile (1973) concluded that if any
trend was discernible it was



I) t.ha_t spread effects were small
u) limited in geographic extent
and iii) less than the backwash effects.

Di .
wesoei slste;gfs:::n;rﬁg:gew;th |gr'°:th centre approaches, particularly
. cale industrial concentration h
adoption of variants of the str i Tl 80,10 d0e
ategy. These include th
the service centres. How TR and
2 ever, these have been so diffi i

" ce ' ifficult to sustain

d are limited in effect because of the multiplicity and intricacy of the

actions necessary to upgrade local

developed countries.

The basic needs approach (BNA) attracted the imagination of

schiolars. It was hailed as the str
: 1 ategy for development particul i
Itleg 1\?;3 Ideveloped countries (LDCs). According to the dogumerl:t?)rfh;t::
orld Employment Conference (1976) basic needs include:

Certain minimum requi
: equirements of a family for private
ggn_sum'ptlpn: adequate food, shelter and c!othir?g are
an;lo:: "\:i_ tmcludest;, as would certain household equipment
ure. Second, they include essenti i
v . ‘ al services
provided by and for e community at large, such as safe

drinking water, sanitati i
bl i on, public transport -
educational facilities. port, ana heailth and

Participation of the peuple in decisions that affect them is

important in this approach. Em g
- Employment is h
and end. The report weht firther: owever seen as a means

:1(:t Ionly must the structure of production change, but the
rcu al amount produced must also rise over time. For this
eason, it should be stressed that a rapid rate of economic

growth is an essential i
iy part of a basic needs strategy (ILO,

tlt;?)g:mn:s“ 980) views as illogical the idea of singling out employmer
Ry v ra; means and an end”. He contends that many other things ca;1
Y regarded as both means and ends in the development feed-

back process. Such include he i
: . alth, nutrition, educati
stable honest and efficient government - to name Z:: ra\.f:‘:nsmrt i

. : ' socio-economic structure.
ternative strategies put forward includes Friedmann's (197:)

vIA r ~ 2 X "
gropolitan district" as a means of developing rural areas of the less

The approach itself has certain features in common with the
Unified Approach (UA) earlier put torward by.the United Nations expert
in Stockholm in October 1969. The two approaches seek to attack
poverty and unemployment. They insist that all social groups must
share the benefits of development and advocate the participation of the
population in planning and implementation of development projects.
However, once the basic needs are met, the BNA approach becomes
less compelling. However, where effort has been made to'provide basic
needs in the less developed countries, the disparities between
backward and prosperous regions still remain substantial.

The Integrated Rural Development Approach (IRDA) is another
strategy to which the less developed countries have been attracted.
This approach stems from the realization that the bulk of the population
in the LDCs particularly in Africa, South and East Asia live in the rural
areas where the basic activity is agriculture. Two options are therefore
open to planners interested in raising the living levels in the rural areas
where income are generally much lower than in the urban areas. There
could be a programme to improve agricultural productivity and hence,
income in the rural areas. This would normally involve land reforms and
improvements in agricultural technology. The provision of public
services in rural areas is also essential to this option. Another approach
s to transfer rural unemployed labour to urban employment in
secondary, tertiary activities at levels of income far above the poverty.

THE NIGERIAN SITUATION

Prior to the 1950s no real regional inequality can be said to occur
within the Nigerian socio-economic system. No doubt there were areas
of regional specialization in the production of export crops such as
cocoa, cotton, oil-palm, rubber, timber and in mineral production such
as tin in Jos Plateau. There was also the "bread-basket" of the country
- the middle belt which exported large guantities of yams, cassava,
maize and rice to the export oriented regions of the North and the
South. Nevertheless, it is doubtful whether the differentials in terms of
income to farmers in the export oriented activities vis-a-vis those in the
internal exchange activities were significant. As noted by Mabogunije,
farmers received very low prices for their crops, irrespective of the
prices paid on the world market. This was because farmers received
prices determined by local competition and such prices were invariably
low.

The situation improved gradually after World War Il with the



establishment of the commodity Marketing Boards whose main function

| was to stabilize prices paid to farmers. Even when the Board: came into
operation as from 1947, they kept a large part of their accumulated
earnings in various securities abroad rather than invest them locally to
generate more income. In the case of the tin-minng areas, the vast
majority of the employees who were unskilled labourers were earning
less than £20 per annum in 1950 and by 1968/69 were earning not
more than £70 per annum. Thus there were no great divergence in
income to create significant regional inequality at this point in time
although regional differentiation no doubt existed.

Mabogunje claims that one reason why the growing regional

differentiation did not lead to widening regional inequality was the fact
that apart from the exploitative interest of the colonial administration in
the country, it was also interested in maintaining a degree of law and
order necessary to ensure exploitation. Thus while the requirement to
export influence production pattern, expediency of administration
influenced investment pattern. Consequently, the export producing
areas were up to the early 1950s left to their own devices to capitalise
as best they could on the advantages of their natural endowment rather
than to re-organize the structure and techniques of their production in
such a way as to enable them to make a major leap forward. Thus even
when there was a significant increase in the prices paid for major export
crops on the world market such excess income were never invested in
activities that resulted in any major forward linkage within the
economy. For instance, with cotton production, no attempt was made
to establish a textile mill for a long time. In consequence, production
lacked internal stimulation and remained subject to the vagaries of a
fluctuating and highly competitive world market. Of course, the
establishment of local industries would have been inconsistent with the
objectives of the colonial administration.

Another aspect of regional differentiation was*in respect of social
facilities especially education. the differentiation arose from the fact
that while in the South, Christian missionaries were allowed to
introduce Western type education, in the North, it was part of the
agreement at the time the colonial administration took over, that
Christian missionaries ‘would not be allowed in this sector of the
country. Thus Islam remained the predominant social and educational
influence in the North. On the other hand, the missionaries remained

the main agents of Western type educational development throughout
the colonial period (See Table 1).

10

TABLE |

INEQUALITIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN EDU

CATION IN

SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN NIGERIA 1906 - 1956

D = O
1G] e
Q13 N ©
glc o
|0
clo
o|Y
A 7]
< CETooO N
S|Zw—-o0o®
E1z|3onco
w|®|lE wWoOoOwWw
S |E ™ NN 0
R AR -
Al
(@) D00« MO
> s -t
1]
L o
olc
olo
£lo
o|®
o |»
“5 Fm o0 O QO
12 do N =0
Olm® ‘—LDr-q
ZE — N
=
a
SR INES)
>~co\l<0‘—03|.oo
© DL Ot
8‘0 < O ©
cl|lS o~
| O
- |0
CCD
o |
b= 132 |
bS 1 N O) © & Y
N e — Q)
E]Jo 7 N €9 T
w|5|— 1w 0o
= MMNe=M<
SIEl” T-ow®
En.ﬁ‘_ o~
=
8 — o 0O O O
> — — N <~
© o
sl2
ale
2| o
Sl®
@l
B omm T M
o, [E8N® o~
ol —ua T
ZIe SR )
. — .
| -
o
N~~~ T~
_8<—N(’)'¢0
B loocooomo o
D o= = v &= =
>-

Berkeley University of California Press, 1958, p.

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S. Nigeria: Background to Nationalism,

134.

V)



Nevertnheless, the type of education available during the colonial
period was mostly geared towards liberal arts with little vocational or
technical content. It was designed to produce clerks for government
and commercial sectors as well as school teachers. In terms of
earnings, educational attainment did not offer much better prospects
than agriculture except that it was less strenuous physically and more
prestigious socially. Hence inequality was not significant at this period
although regional differentiation did exist.

Overall it is claimed that-prior to 1950 regional differentiation, did
exist, but regional inequalities were not manifest. The production of
different types of crops or minerals do not by itself produce inequality.
For inequality to emerge, it is essential that these activities lead to
changes in the structure of production and organization in such a
manner that increasingly higher and higher per capita income to one or
more regions relative to others occur on an almost permanent basis.
The vagaries of prices received for export agricultural crops, the fact
that "the prices did not result from improved production and
orgnaizational techniques and the absence of strong linkages with the
rest of the economy emphasise that there was little inequality in Nigeria
before the 1950s.

This situation however changed dramatically with the emergence
of petroleum as the dominant foreign exchange earner in the Nigerian
economy. As shown in Table 2, petroleum made no contribution to
Federal Government revenue in 1950. By 1960 it accounted for only
3.4 per cent of Federal Government revenue. However, by 1970/71
crude petroleum accounted for more than half of the total Federal
Governmentrevenue. In subsequent years particularly with the oil boom
period, petroleum became the indisputable mover of the Nigerian
economy. Earnings from crude petroleum found expression in the
general economic and social activities within Nigeria. The multiplier

effects of oil money permeate the socio-economic landscape of the
country ¢
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il E TOTAL
THE CONTRIBUTION OF PETROLEUM TO TH
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REVENUE IN SELECTED YEARS
1950 (in millions)

Year Oil Revenue Total Revenue | (a) as % of
(a) {b) (b)

1950 Nil £71.72m 0.0
1960 f4.4m £128.5m 3.4
1965/66 £59.5m| £1,540.3m 3.86
1970/71 MN517.2m N891.4m 5§.O
1973 769.2 1,695.3 415.4
1975 2,707.5 5,514.7 49‘.0
1980 8,564.3 15,234.0 56.2
1981 6,325.8 12,180.1 520
1982 4,846.4 10,617.7 415.6
1983 7:253 10,508.7 59.0
1984 8,209.7 11,193.8 183
1985 10,915.1 14,606.1 74.7
1986 8,368.5 12,302.0 68.0
1987 19,027.0 25,099.8 75.8
1988 20,933.8 27,310.8 76.? )
1989 41,3344 |7 59,272.1 69.7 |
iL%O 54,713.2 l _66,895,4 81.8J
SOURCE" 1 Central Bank of Nigeria, Annual Report and

Statement of Accounts 1961-1990.

Fedzral Republic of Nigeria, National Development

Plan, 1962-88, p.11.

With these changes, new production and consumption patterqs were
introduced into the country. However, the process by whnich the
innovations which accompanied these changes penetrated the different
areas of the Nigerian territorial space differed V\{ide!y. In cqnsequencg,
re-yional inequalities became manifest in the ngerlan socio-economic
space. The discussions that follow examine this feature.



PATTERN OF INEQUALITIES IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN
NIGERIA

In examining the pattern of inequalities in Socio-economic
development in Nigeria, the following variables were adopted and
available data analysed in respect of the former 19 states. The non-
availability of data for recently created states has constrained this study
to adopt the old 19 state structure.

Variables Used in the Study

1.  Number of Primary School Pupils/100,000 population 1981/82
2. Number of Secondary Schoo! Pupils/100,000 population 1981/82
. *Female Enrolment in Colleges of Education per 100,000

population 1987/88.

Enrolment in University/100,000 population 1988/89

Percentage of National Industrial Employment, 1980

Hospital Beds/100,000 population 1987

Dispensaries/Clinics per 100,000 population 1987.

Number of Licencsed Pharmacists/100,000 population, 1989.

Internally generated revenue per capita, 1987.

0. Capital expenditure per capita, 1987
*Due to the fact that access to colleges of Education by female
students is more ubiquitous nationally; the variable, Female
Enrolment in Colleges of Education has been used as surrogate
measure for Female enrolment in tertiary institutions.

22-00-00. b -0 o

These variables were initially processed by examining the degree
to which they are related among themselves. Table 3 shows the
correlation matrix of the ten primary variables. Apart from the diagonal
elements which show vaiues, indicating “self correlation of each
variable, there are 45 different correlation co-efficients, each indicating
the relationship of a specific pair of variables. Among these. only 8 are
negative correlations. This indicates that, in general, if we take any pair
of variables, there is a tendency for an increase in one to be associated
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with an increase in the other. The only exception is with the variable -
capital expenditure per capita, which records negative correlations with
all the other variables except one. This shows that the pattern of per
eapita capital expenditure cannot be positively associated with the eight
other variables. This probably exhibits the political factor in decisions
on capital expenditures.

One then asks the question as 10 whether, in each pair, one
variable could be a sufficient substitue for the other and whether we
can eliminate one withaut loss of detail in describing the pattern of
inequalities in the level of economic development within the Nigerian
territorial space. it is only through a further analysis by the muftivariate
technique i.e. factor or component analysis, that such a question can
be satisfactorily answered. In this study, the principal factor analysis
has been adopted.

A further analysis of the data yields tt e principal factors which
are shown in Table 4. The eigenvalue of each and the degree to which
each of them accounts for the total variance, of the original primary
variables are also shown. The first principal factor with an eigenvalue
of 4.907 accounts for 68.7 percent of the total variance in the original
primary variables. Factor ), with an eigenvalue of 1.396 accounts for
19.6 percent of the otal variance. With the third principal factor, having
an eigenvalue of 0.836 and contributing 11.7 percent of the vanance
of the orginal primary variables, the variability in the original primary
variables are completely accounted for. Thus a reduction in the
dimension of the problem has been achieved. Since the principal factors
obtained by muitivariate analysis are statistically uncorrelated, each

introduces information not accounted for by any other. We shall then
proceed to examine our problem using those three principal factors.

The identification of each new principal factor depends on the
strength of the correlation co-efficients*between it and the original
primary variables. The loadings of the primary variables on the principal
factors are shown in Table 5. it is interesting to note that all the'
primary variables, except per capita capital expenditure load positively
on the first principal factor. Another point of interest is that only Female
Enrolment in Colleges of Education and Dispensaries/Clinics recorded
loading below 0.5. All other loadings exceed 0.5 and two of them
exceed 0.9. We therefore labe! this factor as the general socio-
economic factor. The second principal factor gives the greatest positive
weight to Female Enrolment in tertiary institutions and is labelled the
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- TABLE 4
THE CONTRIBUTION OF PRINCIPAL F

VARIANGE OF THE PRIMARACTOHS 7O ORIGINAL

Y VARIABLES

Principal r ;

Faliter Eigenvalue % of Variance | Cumulative %
(]

: of Variance

5 ;‘-387 68.7 68.7

3 p '836 19.6 88.3

l : 6 1 1 7 ‘“J&) O
SOURCE:

Analysis by the Author usin

‘ t
Obafemi Awolowo Universitg ) R the

v, lle-Ife.

Female Enrol
ment Factor Dis i i

s pensaries/Clini

d is therefore labelled the primary health‘cfs D B ]
We next discuss the D e

regards to  performances of the differ :

State on Faiigrl(‘)f these identified factors. The le:rn,:t States with
c IS overwhelmi , wnance of Lagos

positive factor. Most other Ing. It scored 3.93 which is the high%st

sta i
tes record negative scores on this general

Lagos St nent in Tertiary Institutions - the j
ate drops drastically with a score of (0 1558) t_';z;m:)ortance of
: - States which

{1.175) and former Niger
1 to 3 show the general p

regards to socio-econom
examined.

State (1.506) had i
-5 tha highest score
ifzttgrns of inequalities among the Sta:és“c\?iflf
evelopment as identified by the factors

:ggzgziy(; dcertam basi(? problems hay
enom meevelf)pment in Nigeria and t
! thqgallt!fses. Among these are
forputin e agricultura! sector to kee

L7ic consumption and for input

hese have found expressions in
firstly, the persistent inability of
p.pace with increasing demand
$ into the manufacturing sector
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resource allocation at the Federal level
1 986.Successive governments h
varying degrees of suc

cesses,
Due to tlme constr

aint, I have selected two
further elaboration. These are firstly, the urban bias in 1€S0UFCe
allocation ar the Federa) level. Secondly, and associateg with the first
problem - the dichotomy in the level of development as between the
urban and rurg) sectors of Nigeria.

=_—————

of these problems for

TABLE 6
SCORES oFf UNITS ON PRINCIPAL FACTORS

UNIT FACTORS SCORES
|
Anambra '
Bauchi
Bendel
Benue
Borno
Cross River
Gongola
Imo
Kaduna
Kano -1.542 -0.853
Kwara -0.57 0.701 0.087
Lagos 3.93 0.158 0.978
Niger 08715 -0.794 1.506
Ogun -0.603 1.488 0.6911
Ondo -0.437 0.912 0.558
Oyo -0.239 0.16 1.175
Plateau -0.135 -0.69 0.027
Rivers 0.315 0.372 -1.348
Sokoto -0.16 =182 _] -0.268
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The pattern of resource allocation at the national level is very
important in the process of SOCio-economic developmentina Federation
such as Nigeria. Over the decades, the urban bias in resource allocation
at the Federal jevel operated to the disadvantage of the rural areas. thie
powerlessness of the rural people has peen an important factor in this
regard. According to John Friedmann, power in this context means "the
ability of organizational and institutional actors, jocated in geographic
space, to mobilize and allocate resources (manpower, capital and
information) and intentionally to structure the decision - field of others
li.e. tO constrain the decision of others by policies, rules and
commands”, A{Friedmar . . 1975, p.267). There is a close relationship
between the spatial d.stribution of power and the allocation of
resources. For instance, the concentration of power at the centre during
the previous era of military rule in Nigeria, led to a substantial

concentration of the nation’s resources at the Fe leral Government from
the total national revenue was 59.3%. This rose 1o almost 74% in
1967 and 80% and above between 1973 and 1980. The peak of
85.8% was recorded in 1974. The share of the states on the other
hand declined from 40.7% in 1965 to 26.2% in 1967. it rearhed the
fowest level of 14.2% in 1974. Itis significant to note that this period
coincided with the period when crude oil prices escalated on the world
market beginning with the 1973 energy crisis. As a result, relatively
massive resources ere retained by the Federal Government 10 the
neglect of the State Governments and by extension, the local and rural
areas. For example, of the total N8 billion total national revenue in
1977, only N 1.203 billion went to the 19 States. The -emaining
M6.840 billion was retained by the Federal Govermnment. The
hierarchical and authoritative nature of military power structure
facilitated this relatively great imbalance in the spatial distribution of
power and resources. The supreme power of the Federal Government
gave it access 10 immense resources which were unfortunately wasted
on sometimes irrelevant but expensive projects. The States and Local
Governments were unnecessarily -dependent on the Federal
Government. This pattern found expression in the fortunes of the rural
dwellers who were disadvantaged.

With the return 10 civilian rule in 1979, a substantial change in the
pattern of resource allocation was introduced. This cmae with the
Revenue Allocation Act of 1981. According to this, the Federal
Government could only retain 55% of all Federally collected revenue.
The states and the Local Govenrments were allocated 35% and 10%
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A nation may establish a system of free government but
without the spirit of municipal institutions it cannot have the

spirit of liberty. (Tocqueville, 1966, p.62).

Also public opinion is more likely 1o influence government through

a wide distribution of government which enable public
acked by a real social consciousness of those

pressure, b
m number of points

exerting it to be applied at the maximu
{Cole, 1921, pp. 33-4).

The Nigerian experiences since the Local Government reforms of
1976 indicate the great advantage of localized government to the rural
dwellers. However, as noted by Bennett there are also disadvantages

which may be listed as follows:
il It can result in extreme inequity in service standards anc

fiscal burdens.
i} It can result in inefficient economic organization.
i) Fosters local autocratic rule.
iv)  Produces inertia and rigidity.

It is clear that extreme decentralization could narrow the resource
base of grass-root level governments. Economic inefficiency would also
arise from duplication of services, equipment, offices etc. and the
inability to achieve economies of scale.

With the creation of 136 more Local Governments in 1991 wnich
brought the total number of Local Governments in Nigeria to 589 and
the creation of nine more states to give the nation 30 states, some of
the above disadvantages have emerged. For example, there had been
cases of narrow parochialism where non-indigene government workers
were ordered to leave for their home states. This type of feature should
be closely monitored to prevent negative impact on national unity.

The other area on which | intend to focus is rural development. It
should be acknowledged that more than any other Federal
administration since independence, the present Federal Government has
devoted a lot of resources and attention to rural development. It
that the awareness of the problems of urban bias in resource
their powerlessness in the
lity gap bétween the
1986, to establish

appears
allocation, the neglect of the rural areas,
political economy and the increasing income inequa
urban and rural areas led the Federal Government in
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the Dir

foed 1 :rc’:::;astse r:f E.?.od,' Roads and Rural Infrastructure (DFRRI). Th
i D(_) lisation of the people for development led t; the
DFRRIL. The objec;s(:torate fon: Social Mobilisation (MAMSER) out o?
L € was to increase the political awarengss of the
Immunizatign and Oeracy programme, Expanded Programme on
- all have combined ::' isg:‘;t:ttl::’l'herapv, the Better Life Programme
stimulate them toward greater effO:t‘::'; ngzsdt;f tlrlxe rural‘ dwellers and

Mabogunje wrote thus: velopmernit.

True 'developmen i ' :
! t IS a matter of inter i
{ ; ; nal read|
;r;v::;/rl‘:lg t::e deliberate transofmration of traditional ;tl:z:::rr::
el o: t; ees mtawdgoals our society sets for itself Becaus:
e traditional structures are still | .
still preserved i
r i e
pl:(r;:jlu catfeas and especially around land as a 'fa?:'t:)nr ﬂ;
frocue t«o:';;hrz;oczo_-spatial organization of our-rural areas is
_ or step in any real eff i
society (Mabogunje, 1977, p. 98) O e our

Given th
s thea:urlglt less than 65 percent of the Nigerian population still
A S thz:‘rteas the transformation of the rural economy ‘i
must be don i al
D A e. In this regard. Integrat
- rigohptr:::; ,;trategy appears tn be the most appropria’te.g DF;(;HF::)‘:)T
ooyt step \; opening up th_e rural areas through the construction of
o constmcﬁz :v:;lon oJ basic amenities such as safer water through
: wells and also, the isi
sl _ ' provision of el icity i
et_:;;:“leoci:tnons. l-_lowever,-the task ahead is still enormoﬁitrlclty "
ag AR amdat ocar:'l‘r;g need to modernize production me{hods in
AT L ei\;e tg}wr:ater groductivity in the agricultural sector
_ problem of farm i ,
o8 subsidy. If
SUb:taas:tcilai?erformance from our farmers, there is noy wayw\‘;:vewant
! ofy Erszg:ears‘;bAsudy to this sector. Even the more ad'vancczzg
: merica heavily subsidi i
g : al idize their farmers.
mobin szrrz:glb:em is the provision of logistic support in our effort to
oo Diie tho rur :rmers for greater productvity, They need an efficient
L )l adce :apn ;y:;eg:. ';he Support services must be able to
e farmer for fertilizers, s irrigavi
iy and : s, seeds, irri
o gf)rg;t;'s;g;ggte facnlmeu,‘transportatlon facilities, medical suppliS: ta'gg
fochnical as is znce among others. Failure of the supporting services
p with these challenges would turn rural davelopment into
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empty rhetoric and eventually discredit it. For support system 10 be
effective, there is need for efficient organization, correct location and
correct timing. They require commitment on the part of the state to
reach the masses of the rural people and harness their efforts for
national development.

Despite the various efforts at assisting the Nigerian farmers 10
greater productivity, basic inadequacies still manifest themselves. A

‘very pertinent example relates t0 the supply of fertilizers. Even with the
graduate farmers scheme,

there are complaints that in many areas,
s do not reach the farmer tor us i

relevant input e at the 2ppropriate time.
Fertilizers may not be available until well into the planting season Or
when the planting season i$ nearly over. Thereis a need to take @ close
1ook at the organizationa| structure of support for the rural farmer in this
country in order to make such support efficient and available at the
correct time and correct location.
For example there should be availabie at the Local Government
Jevel, facilities such as storage and warehouses for farm products from
| the rural locations. There is a dire need to improve the organizational

network in marketing agricultur_al products from the rural areas. In this
regard, it is esential to ensure that access roads to the rural production
areas are irnprov'ed substantially to guarantee the uninterrupted flow of
farm products‘from the rural locations t0 the Local Government storage

or warehouse depot and also to the state and national metropolises at
all seasons. The current efforts of DFRRI with regards to rural roads is
commendable. However, it is essential that the DFRRI rural roads are
maintained on a permanent pasis and protected from deterioration.
Another area of challengeé; if we are to reduce the gross inequality
in the level of development as between the urban and the rural areas in
this country, relates to the rural economy in general. Thereis @ need to
diversify the rural economy in order 10 provide additional employment
outside the agricultural sector. Such ‘a strategy would also assist in
stemming the tide of rural-urban m
areas more attractive 10 live in. The provision of basic amenities such
as safe drinking water, electricity and easilv accessible health and
educational facilities would go a long way in this regard. Rural
industrailization is imperative and May initially be pased on local
' ible, credit institutions 10

agricultural products of resources where
support local producers should be available in strategic locations. The
s. Other ins jtutions which

People’s Bank need to target the rural area
could harness surplus rural funds for development at the local level may
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ocus around community banks

In plannin
g for rural d
preferable t6 th development, the "soci )
development iseczlnut?p:jl nt planning approach. ﬁ\l Itt::a"f"ng SmaiEh s
state offers political gﬁi d:r:nonlg the rural population t:’::' i:‘lllproach,
rural pOU'ﬂtion . 5 ce, eadership and logisti .38 es. The
FeSsiths - And 'c a':' their traditional communisi:,e:'cr‘sf"lr:m"'t while the
involved in project ‘;ezal:;tt' appropriate actions. The r: r:I the critical
groups to the sys ion at all elvels of : ‘ipeople are
- t § plannin :
identify with th‘; ;r:. of delegation at all levels). Thugs (ttt:‘rough village
SR ke "hvdit I1ect. However, it is usually at th e fura| people
al structures and services whi ?‘ regional level,
ich will support

production and

well-bein .

often develo g at the village ani

p. nd local governm
ent-levels

All the afor .
: ementioned activiti
skills of differ it activities require 2
i e ;gtksipemahs_t groups. There is ath:e |r:jput and technical
e ﬁr projects in the rural mmmu?‘it_to recruit young
iORraRGt bv'th: as proved useful in this regard ":S- The National
of Voluntary SerViczOPthi could be achieved if we -ins‘t)':v ever, greater
i : in the R itute a sch
special inc i ural Areas ov 52 cheme
graduates :rf;tl;?vs - If Nigeria can support e‘r zc:pec!f.c period with
other countries uﬁgeverv attractive incentives to ::17( _whereby et
Extérvial i falrs;sd feelrttr:‘egechnical Aid Scheme underr t;‘n ::_"BIOping
to make similar e time has come wh e Ministry of
r efforts in res : when we should b
Mr. Vice-Ch espect of our own fronti e prepared
: an - . rontier
occasion such as thiie"m'- Distinguished Guests tOf ge_velopmem_
one's contribution to kr:gu'{e: at least a brief and 'prec;:e ltlonally,. an
of Urban Ge wiledge. | have speciaii statement of
ogra peciaiized ; : :
publithied sevgra|p2:’t g:: !eran and Regional Dec;?::)lz‘m the fields
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tributions 9 knowledge are as f:r:\:vej-ournals (bt

1. Urban Geography

My greates ;
t contributi
and in the empiri ions have been in th
Ifc e ar
mOdeSty, as cgn bael ;itsets Of COT_\Cepts and theorieesaslozameth'odology
proneered the use of the Z::_I:‘: 't“ geographic |iterature tlr:aflrar:m with
in urban classificati . itative techni y work
a que of
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rchy in a Developing Country” ri):tr C‘;)untnes_ My
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first time, in
i e
urban classification, the use of Linkage A
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ments were also first

an Geography. | was

*Functional Magnitude” of settle
which are

he literature on Urb

Distance” and
es and provided the formulae,

introduced in the paper into t

able to quantify these measur

now freely used by geagraphers.
Sp important and innovative were

of the methodology of urban classification a
introduced that that work on Urban Hierarchy was reproduced in other

Journals, and was extensively quoted and discussed in several
geography texts for University teaching. The work was also acclaimed
in several private communications to me from all over the world over

the years. | have received more than two hundred requests for reprints

by Geographefs in different pafts of the world as well as receiving
specific requests fo t on the methodology. In

r further enlightenmen
1968, Protessor Peter Hagge ity renowned expert in

tt, an internationa
this field commended my con

these contributions both in terms
s well as in the’ conceapts

tributions in these words:

you on an excellently conceived

adds knowledge just where we

"May | first of all congratulate
ban spectrum”.

and executed piece.of work: Jt
need it on cross-cultural tests of the ur

Professor Wrigley ot the Department of
University, England wrote:

he article and enjoyed it greatly. As it
happens | have just finished marking a set of Tripos papers
... They (the students) would have peen very glad in many
cases if they had had this paper available to them already to
use as ammunition in the battle 1 would like to

congratulate you most warmly on your achievement.
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! have now read t

| have been consulted by Town and
pts in My’ work very

india who found the new conce
addition, research schoiars in different parts o0
my assistance in their problems concerning me

In recognition of my contribution to geograp
made an Honourary Fellow of the American Geogra
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My work O

methodology and in its p
tested the effectiveness o
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 a modified gravity mod

26

Geography, Cambridge

Country Planners from as faas
innovative. In

f the world have sought

hical knowtedge, | was
phica! Society in

1968. ;
n Consumer Behaviour is @ contribution both in |
onal planning. | have also

el in analysing human

Socio~ec0n P
: mic interacti
useful in Dredictin;mo,? S among settlements. Th
short- ) .
ort-range interactions inig;o_del was found
ving con
sumer

planni
n :3 mu;?:r; ::tcr‘i ';eg_ional facilities.
its d:splay of the streﬁmt)l“’m.l e TG fewol .
of socio-economic Dheg el anawsi " m.dus"v oo
u_"earth the spatial ra npmer)a e G o e ceoraprt v
highlighted the impa mifications of resources o ?he Rl i
pact of the civil war through te:: PRt
petroleum industry

on the growth
: and decli .
Rivers States. cline of certain settlements in
ormer Bendel
and

<. Regiona/ Development

8 giV’;n spatial system
Y publications .
. o
HOqsmg Problems in N? Urban Growth and Prob|
,e""f"o"‘mental plannin Qel.’lan cities, emphasise th ems and also an
;’r}sztutional app'OSCheg,gt in Nigeria. The ina;ee need for greater
ighlighted and o solving Nigeria’ quacies of
_ su : igeria’s ; most
innovation diffusiog?: stions were made for imh? oong probiems were
a universal truism T hfegsona’ development haz t;)t;’Gmen'ts. The role .of
impulses of growth be? idea that development en acknowledged as
order centres in the u hmg Fransmined in order fOCcUrs_ through "the
rban hierarchy” was tested .rl;Om higher to lower
! my paper IIA
spects

27



International reactions to these modest contributions have come in
various forms including special invitations to highly specialized
workshops, seminars and conferences in different parts of the world
and several other international awards. ‘

These knowledge have over the years been shared with students
who had passed through me, some of whom are now colleagues in this

institution and elsewhere.

Mr. Vice-Chancellar, Eminer. Scholars, Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies
and Gentlemen,

These are the submissions of my lecture.

Please permit me to take this opportunity to express my gratitude
to the University com nunity especially my colleagues in the Department
of Geography and in the raculty of Social Sciences for the conducive
atmosphere which has enabled me to make these humble contributions.

{ thank you all for your attention.
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