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Abstract

The study identified the types and problens of rural transport services. It also
examned the characteristics of rural road net works and accessihility of rural settlenents to
all weather roads; socio-economc and nobility characteristics of rural population; and the
relationship bet ween rural road net work, transport services and socio-economc devel opnent
in Gun State These were Wth a view to deternmining the relationship bet ween rural
transportation and  distribution of socio-economc facilities in  Gun Sate
Pri mary and secondary data were used in the study. The prinary data were collected
through the admnistration of questionnaires and field observations. Sixy (60) rural
settlements, t wo (2) settle ments fromeach of thethirty (30) Local Government Areas (LGAs)
inthe Sae were selected through stratified sanpling techniques. A nulti-stage sanpling
techni que was usedto select 10 %of househadl ds in each of the sanpled settlenents. Atatal of
1514 respondents whose age were 18 years and above wereinterviewed Secondary data used
include Spot 5 satellite i mage of Gsun State, on scale of 5 neters, populaion and road
networks data Data collected were analyzed using descriptive, inferential statistics,
connectiuty anal ysis and geospatiad techni ques.
The study showed that two categories of rural roads; earth (3 816.89kn) and surfaced
roads (1,251 57kn) linked up rura settlements inthe Sate. Aso ganma index indicated a
lowlevel of road connectivityinthe Sate (0.15to 0.27). Accessihility measure showed t hat
40.75%of rural settlenents were located wthin 2kmof surfaced roads indicating a hi gh l evel
of inaccessihility of rural settlenents to surfaced roads. Results on socio-economc

characteristics of sanpled respondents revealed an average household size of 6 person;
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farmng (54.16% as dom nant occupatior; and majority (57.33% of the respondents earned
below =N=15,000 per month Interns of nobility characteristics the results revealed that
59.18% of the households owned notorcycles; an average of 6.29 trips were generated per
Xi X

househol d per day. Trekking was shown as the main node of transport for short distance
(below 1kmn) trips and it accounted for 52 06% of trips to far nhands, pri nary schod
(74.499), secondary school (75.55%, water collection points (93 85), pri nary health care
(62559% and firewood collection points (80.96%. The results of principal conponernts
anal ysis on factors influencing rural trips to work showed that seven conponents accounted
for 69.82% of the tatal variability in the study area. The study showed that 100 % of the
sanpled settlements had access to comnercial nmotorcycle transport services, 41 (68 33%
had direct or indirect access to taxi/ bus transport services. Rural transport problens
idertified bad roads (49.829%, high transport fare (12 13%, long waiting ti ne (13 28%,
inadequate vehicles (15.16% and irreguar transport services (282%. The study also
revealed a positive relationship between location of settlenents and distribution of
soci oeconomc facilities (r = 0.414, p < 0.05) and bet ween length of earth road net work and
distribwion  of  socio-economic  facilities  (r = 0187, p < 009).
The study concluded rural accessihlity to surfaced road was low and that the
distribuion of socio-economc facilities in rural areas of Gsun Sate is related to the

characteristics of road net wor k and availabl e transport serv ces.
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CHAPTER ONE
I NTRODUCTI ON
10 Background to the St udy

Transport is at the core of any functioning modern society, and more often than nat,
transport has been described as a vital conponent of the socio-economc and political
devel opnent of any country. No country can have a neaningfu developrment wthout an
effident transport system This is because transport facilitates the movenent of goods,
people, services and infor mation from one place to anather thus creating ti me and place
utility and subsequently makes accessible areas previously inaccessible (HIis, 1999, Badejo
1998). However, despite the advantages which transport confers on the space econormny, the
lack or inadequacy of it can lead to increased inaccessihility which in turn can pronote
prolonged poverty, economc dependency and political disintegration (Chanbers, 1983;
Porter, 2001).
Various studies such as Adeniji et al, (2000), Hlani (1993) and Aoba (1985 have
shown that transport infrastructure could play a key role inthe socio-econonic devel opent
of poor and energing countries, nmost especially in their rural and more backward areas
where the naj ority of the people resides. The rura far mers and other rural dwellers like their
urban counterparts require good transport for the evacuation of their farm produce fromand
movermrent of farm inputs to scattered farm sites  (Ikporukpo,  1988).
According to Ogunsanya (1987b), developnment in rural areas, “is mnmnifested in the
presence, numnber and size of educational institwions, health instituions, industrid
establishnents, financial institutions, agricutural output, size and quality of nmanpower”. In

the words of Aayl (1987) “rural developnent implies i nprovenent of the level of living or
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welfare of the rural population Levels of living refer to the satisfaction of needs in certain
2

well defined and quantitative aspects of the total life situation” Al these are possible if
transportati on facilities are adequate ( Qgunsanya , 1987h).
Inadequacy or tatal absence of transport infrastructure can be a serious constraint on
rural devel opnent because of i mnobility and i naccessihbility to socio economc facilities and
capital. Thus, the poor quality of lifeinrural areasis partly areflection of the present state of
rural transport infrastructure: roads and transport services. An econony like Ngeria wth a
large rural conponent requires that urgent attention be paidtothe provision of rural transport
infrastructwre, wth a viewto nodernizing the rural econony and to i nprove the living
standard of the rural population This i nprovement inrural socio-econom ¢ devel opnent can
becone reality through the provision of i nproved and adequate access to good educational,
medi cal and econonmc facilities.
11 State nent of Problem
The literature on rural transportation in Ngeria have generally focused on rural road
evoluion (Aoba 1983), characteristics and hierarchy of rura roads (Aoba 1986),
manage ment of rural transport problens (Ikporukpo, 1988); rural transport policy, planning
and developnent ( Aoba 1985 Ogunsanya, 1987b; Hlan, 1993); rural accessihility and
travel patterns ( Adeniji et al, 2000, Adetunji, 2003, and dawole, 2008). Conspicuously
mi ssing fromt hese studies is the contributions of the available road networ ks t o access level
of rural popul ation to socio-economc i nfrastruct ure
Studies elsewhere in developing countries have also enphasized the contributions of

invest ment on rural road on the developnent of the econony of the rural areas (Porter , 1995
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and Wlson, 1973;). Accordng to Bryceson et al (2008), rural road invest nent is logicaly
assurmed to allevate the poverty associated wth spatial isdation by several studies.
However, studies have also shown that rural road invest nents had a li mted i npact on the
3

lives of rural dwellers (Howe and Rchards, 1984; Barwell et al., 1985; Byceson and Howe,
1993, Fernando and Porter, 2002).
Another aspect that has been mssing fromthe review of various studies in Ngeria is
the type and quality of available rural transport services; order and degree of the constrairts
associated wththeir provision and manage ment. A good transport system depends nat just on
suitable path and road infrastructure but also onthe availahility of appropriate vehicles at the
right ti ne and place ( Dawson and Bar well, 1993, Hlis and H ne, 1998; Porter, 2007). Indeed,
the i npact of available transport services to socic-economc wellbeing of rural dwellers and
spatial interaction anong rural areas on one hand and between rural areas and their
surrounding urban centers have received only limted coverage in the literature
The spatia variaion in availability and condition of road transport infrastructure in
rural environment resuts in spatial disparities in rural access to socio economc facilities
within and bet ween rural settlerments. The existence of disparities in access level enmanating
from variation in rural transport infrastructure, therefore makes the analysis of the
relationship bet ween rural transport and soci o-economc devel oprent imperative in order to
identify areas of deprivation Only through such an analysis can the i nbalance in the
achievenent of rural devel opnent, particularly through transport infrastructure provision can
be underst ood

Beside these mssing gaps in rural transport studies, nost existing studies (Adeati,
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1989, Ogunsanya, 1987a and Aoba 1983) on rural transport in Southwestern N geria need

4

revisiting because nost of them were carried out over t wenty years, thus outdated The nost
current of them was undertaken ten years ago for the Federal Mnistry and Worldbank titled
“rural travel and transport in South- Western N geria”( Adeniji et al, 2000). The study

examnedissues relaing torural travel andtransport in Southwestern Ngeria The study
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