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I f l  rc,mnl tinlcs. nLan!' scliolars Iln\.c s tudid  dlc c o r ~ ~ s p t  of urbrirlisatiun from 
111:. pcrspccti\.cs o r  plnnnir~s and c c o l o ~ ~ .  (Onokcrhorayc, 1995, Fcniandcs. 19'18: 

I3cntlcy, I!lY9; 'l.il)balds. 2001), cconom?, (Adcniji, !9XS; 013>.i\voIi1: IOXS; I311dd and 
\411i111stcr. 199 1: Simon: 1992 hlon!acri and Scott. 1997), histon. (Falola: I OSl). 
cociolofiy (Scnncit: 1969): politics .(I~birijol1, 1991) and ps!rllolof!. (Ainlc!., l?Q?). 
\ililh :,pccifir rcfcrcncc tc  Ni~cria, (ju>cr ct a1 (2003) is quitc illun~ir~ntilig i l l  its f m l ~ s  
or1 the s u n i ~ a l  pattcms adopted by inhabitants of Ibadan, a ciL! of over tl~rcc rnillio:~ 
pcoplc, a p i n g  thc backdrop of c&nomic dcprcssior~ wnrcqucrit on tlic slruclciral 
ad-jr~stmcnt progrnmmcs cmbarkcd upon by t!lc military rc~imcs in rhc l'?S(ls. 171cw 
i~icludc resort to importcd sccond hand goods dignified rd tokunbo, prolifcr;?!ion of 
miracle ccntrcs tha! fili pwplc \\it11 'thc hopc of c s c ~ p c  frorii :llc octopsl t;n!lda of 
povcrt!., usins undcr-agcd children as traders? okada (rnotorb~kcs) as a popullr tnc2n:: of 
transportatio!i arld encaging ill rnoncy-making rituals. Participatinz in fraud, u!lil!Iicial 
currency cschan~c,  t a r  evasion a n d  srnus!ing of goods across bordcrs,  it!^ 
connivance of govcnlnicnt ascnts (Custonls, Police: Ir~uiiyrztion and the A n m )  a:s 
also features of thC c n .  

From tii-, foregoing, it is c l a r  tha:. ur'o3nisation has in s j~ i rd  zi cc1nsricr3S:i. 
amount of scholarly cffofls. Ho~vevcr. thc dimension o f  litcran. rc;?r,zscniz!ic:. and 
mcdisrion of cit\r csozrience is one area of scliolarship that requires nwrc ait;il:iclr:. . . 
I-itcraturc pro\ides the analysis of Nigeria's socio-palitim! picdic7nicnts in :I !iimn:r. 
a:ld to an crtcnt, that m n o t  bc iyorco'. 

Ad111i!td!.~ contributors to Adelugba ct ai. (2001) are ~ u t  to ccIcbr:~:i: 111: 

historical, political and cultural inlpon of Itladm as a forcn:ost c i y  in black Akica. 
Thou~!i thcrc arc cfforts to crcativc!!- calit~rrc the cxp-ricncc of tht city tilri.u_r!? 
anecdotal csssys arid kmtr)., morc sti!l n x d s  to bc do!~r: in kn i? j  of an:ll!-sis a:ld I-:- 

conccpr~~alisation of thl: histo? and politics oC this city and othcrs. G c  nx.3 :o 
intcrro~atc tllc 1lrbz1 cspcrin,ncc and tI:e ci1:ingiil~ socio-pclitical cantcsts t'n;ousl: t ! ; ~  
q)ist:lnolog! of literan- art in a stop?. dcptli uld dirccticr: bc!.o~:d 1\1nt ettarll lilcrafil:i 
oTcrs. 

Ordinaril!., &c cir)., i:1 a conccpiuctl sense. is a p rduc t  of ~iviiisatior! 22: I? 15 

s t ~ ! ~ p o ~ c j  to r-elllaill the icort of thst ci\:ilisatio!~. According to Ra!~:lo!ld IVilliams. "Oil 
:iic c i~y  hns gathcrcd thc id= of an achicvd ccntrc: of lezmirig. co:nniilnic?:ion. 
lig!l: (1075: 9).  l h c  c i ~  prcsupposcs I:IC csist:.ncc cf a robust cul!~:;. ::fi?~ 
T4u1iiols Olarliyai a i l s  --civij", a ten11 !1;a: cncudms tllc idea> o f  "ciric,. c~; iz~l :~ .  
citizenship, and ci\ciliutio;i or aimmuniy-' (ZClOZ: 93) .  Tnc ciry pro\ itics an appropi izic 
arc112 for t l ~ c  intcgration of citizcns of \.arious 1;ingdo:ns and c.hnli COI~III~::::!!ILS 
co:lquercd b!. the co[onialis!s irl the larc 19'' aiid car!) 20"' cc;la!p.. Na~~irr;!!;.. iir 

hctcrogcnrous composition and divcrsi~y demands 3 poiiticzi order thzt \\o!rld 
iccognisc individual f r d o r n  of action ;u~d ?rc\idc opportuni!ics for self rczlis-::ion. 
Hctcrogc~lcit! is a plus sulcc thc enorn~cus &ve:si:\; of ialz!its x ~ d  resourcrs a\::ilsb!;: . 

. 

in thi: crt?. can bc mobilisd to rise abolz d c ~ ~ c l o p r n ~ n t ~ l  ccnstrain!~. Hc\v:vcr. r k r t  1: 
. . .  * '- : q ,  . . . P . '  : - . . .....,*,,,,- ,,. ..%,, .-- . .,?.,I; ,,?- :- -.-.a ::- -.I:; ,:*. ., . . . -  

7 1 1 ~  Nigcrian cily is tllc I~;mll-~llarl o r  all rllsr I S  \r.ro11,: \\.it11 tllc rutioil; t l i i  - 
rcpositoq. of post colonial nnolny. 7'0 rlndcrstarlti In dcl~lli, t l~c  socio-rloniic and 
political criscs coni'roriti~i~ tllc nation is to closely crxni l~c  l i t ?  in rl~c city in its rn~rltij,lc 

- .  dimclisions. Tllus, ttc agrcc \\\.it11 Olani>ail \ \ l lc~, IIL' Ilolds tlral Nigcnm citiss 
(cspccially L7gos) present a 3 4  illustration of "aboncd ci\fis.' (107). ~ I C  reality of 
most Nigerian cities today is that they attract rnorc tllnn they can a t c r  for. As a result. 
tllc opportuiiitics to "makc it big" arc far fc\r,cr i r i  rclation to tllc multitude of m p l c  
that arc hunting for thcm. Tllc situation crcatcs a dicllotomy bcttvccn the rich fcw \ ~ h o  
havc acccss to the good thin~q of lifc and thc less privilcgcd oncs. h i d c  from 
population e s p l o s i o ~ ~  the urban ccrltrcs arc rncnaced by lack of proper planllir~g, 
pollu(ion, uncmplo\mcnt, insecurity, violcnt crirnc, illicit drug trading, &no-religious 
criscs and cthnic militia insurgcncc. Thus, tlicrc is a gcnuinc ~ c t y  that urban lifc is 
dirr~inishing in quality a i d  value, not\rithstam~ding oficial statistics to the contrary. It is 
important to note that thc idea of subversion of thc "civis" in  the cities has bccn \~c l l  
rcprcscntcd on tllc canvass of Nigcrian Litcnturc in various colours and strokes. This 
much is clearly demonstrated in our study of sclccted texts. 

Urban Imperative and Nigerian Literature 

Since thc colonial e n .  t l ~ e  drift of pcoplc from rural a r m  to city centres especially 
L3gosl has rcrnained on the incrasc. The city holds a confounding attraction for many 
Nigerians \\ho scck a placc on thc train of modernity, cconomic \\-ell being, sclf 
actualisation and other d r a m  that are aptly surumed up in the pidgin exprmsion 
"chopping good lifc". Olaniyan \r~itcs of Lagos. 

Of all the cities in the country, it \rras thc most populous and 
the most hcterogcncous in composition and thc one in which 
modern class distinction wcrc sharpest and most visiblc, 
especially ui its spatial arrangements extensive slums ring a feis 
esclusivc and rich neighborhoods. (2004: 89) 

Man\) reasons have been adduccd in popul~r and scliolarly literat~lre for thc preference 
of youths \vho constitute a lager part of the urban populatiol~ for dcscrting the villages 
and joining the army of uncmplo>.cd pcoplc in the citjcs. For instmce, apart from 
offering frcedoni from traditional constrailits of local taboos and superstitions, the city 
promises bottornlcss opportunities to acccss a s ?  lifc of poiver and p l a u r e  with flasishy 
cars, cspcnsive habitats, fine clothes and o~llcr ~llourh-\\.atcrin_g indices of a '-kttcr 
lifc". 

Urban d\vclling \\,as not a stranzc culturc in somc parts of Nigeria, prior to 
colonialism. For esamplc, Oyo, Benin, Sokoto, Kano and Ilorin ivcre important 
political, commercial, relie.ious and cultural centres. To &re, they are still locations of 
polvcr and economic interactions in addition to those t h t  xsumcd thcir historical 
import subsequently from the encoul~tcr \vith the Wes t  like lagos, Abkuta ,  Lokoja, 



(:al.ihzr, Port Ilarcourt: arid 50 on. Colonialisrr~ accci!fu;ilcd urbanisstion \\.it11 dlc 
creation of convcnicr~t adrnir~istrati\*c ccntrcs to facilitate po!ificaI control. C?SV acmsy 
i c  rs\\ nu!cr-ials and ~~rlinipnircd trading relations \vith the Ili~~tcrlnnd In  thc 
adriinistrativc ccntrcs \rScrc lmtd tllc Ic~,islativc, cxccutir.c. adjudiwton, dcfcncs a11d 
cltlicr aspects of coloriial role Thc burcaucrac!~ and otl~cr apparatus to scrvicc this 
dispcnsalion drew pcop l~  to tllc cities. atva!. from farmifly,. fisl~ir:y,. \va \ ins .  smitl~cn. 
and otl~cr traditiorlal wcul~ations in tllc nrral arcas. 

T i c  city pro\,idcc hcncr acccss to allurin~ product. of Frrropcan cconomy. It 
3180 ofi'crs \iJcstcm \v3!.s of' cntcrtaintncnt and rccration. Cunscqucntly, radio and 
tclcvision houscs, bars. 110tcIs. tl1c'3trcs and cirie~ila liotrscs arc fmtt~rcs of urban "riglit 
lifc". It is not surprising that citics likc Lases and Ibadan, apart fi-o~n bcing tllc ccntrcs 
of dccolonisation s t n ~ ~ l c s  bcforc 2nd aflcr ir~dcpcndcncc. pl::? homc to popular 
musicians likc Bobb! Dcnson. Bals hlillcr. Tundc Nigliti~igalc. Fcla Anikulapo-Kuti, 
King Sunny Adc, and Sonny Okosr~n. all of \vhoni fusc indigcnous r h ~ ~ l i n i  \vith 
\Ycstcni tcmpo. Thc citics ?]so accorurnodatc practitioners of Yoruba tra\,clling tha t r c  
likc I3ubcrt Ogundc, Duro Ladipo, Kola O~t~nniola  and hloscs Olai!.a (see Clark, 1979 
and Jcyifo, 1984) T i c  prcssncc of higl~cr cducationnl institutions \vliich offcr training 
and /or crnplo!n~cnt to man!. of thc forcmost nlrncs in Niscrian litcray arts in &csc 
cities is a factor \\;orth noti~ig. M'riters like \Vole So!.inka. Chinua Aclicbc J.P. Clark, 
Christopher Okigbo, John Munonyc; Kcn Saro iJTi\va, Flora Nnapa, Mabcl Scgrn, Odia 
Ofcirnun, Fcnii Osofisan 2nd Niyi Osundarc \vcrc cduwtcd at the Univcrsip of Ibadm. 

I Some took cmploy~ne~it in rllat city or in others aficr graduation. 

I r h c  fomiafion of hlbari Club ir? tlrc cnrly 1960s at Ibadan by Soyinka, Clark, 
Ezckicl hlplnhlcli and othcr aflists. nith thc collaboration of th:: Gcrrnan scholar Ulli 
Bcicr, is quite significant in considering tlic urban dimension to the litcran. 
dcvclopmcnt (scc Soyinka, 1994). Along \vitli tliis, onc a n  consider the phcnorncnon of 
Onitsha Markct litcraturc. This is a tradition of pamphlct narrati\rc thac thrivcd in the 
Igbo comn~crcial city of Onitsha in Eastcrn Nigcria in the 1950s and 1960s. Evcn Ute 
contcniporan. vidco film tradition. popularly callcd "Noll>~vood", is nurturcd in thc 
ci?. T h o u ~ h  tlic stories may bc sourccd in folk culturc and thc rccording done in rural 
arcas, prducers still require thc scr\.iccs of editing and production studios as \vcll as 
major markcting outlets located in Lagos, Aha, Onitsha, lbadan and k o .  From the 
Corcgoing, onc a n  say t!lat thc urban ccntrc is a strong factor in the dcvelopmcnt of 
Nigcriari lcttcrs. 

In thc post-indcpcndcncc !.c?rs, urban ccntrcs lvcrc crcatcd to incrcasc acccss to 
political pon.cr and cconomic rcsourccs by thc clitcs ~ v h o  champion thc agitations. In a 
wuntry \vIlere, as Saro-Wi\\a (1987: 155) puts it, "politics is the quickest and surest 
\\.a? to tvcalth", holding political [lo\\-cr at thc state or local ievcl rncans rnorc acccss to 
rcvcnuc from oil, thc mainstay of Nigeria's post-civil \\2r cconorn!.. Ejch new stitc 
means additional hands in tlie civil scnticc, judiciary, legislature. law cllforccment, ct 
cctcra. Evcn scctors like banking. insurance and tcimrnrnt~nication rvould rcquirc 
additional rnanpoficr to registcr their prcscncc in thc nelv ccntrcs. Consequcntl~, thc 
three rcgions at  indcpcrtde~~ce liavc given way -to tliirt!. six states at  prcsent, and 

z ~ i ~ a t i o ~ i s  for more a ~ c  cicr slr~dcrlt. TIlis is 111 sl~itc C I ~ I I I C  fa:: [hat 111~. state ~? ,~ i t :~ I s  I 
still s:riviri_r fo coils \\i!!i tl~c dcrnands of url~zriisatior~ 7hc cr~?tiorl~ harfc takcn placc i 
niostly undcr t l~c  rnilitar! r c~ in~cs .  Arid thc auto:ratic crlios of tlic n i i l i ~ ~ n .  113s i111~1~ctc~i I 
on the ,?dminis~ratio~~ of tile ccnrrcs, so 11131 tllcir d ~ - v c I ~ ' j ~ ~ ~ l c ! ~ t ~  arc Ilobl~lcd b! 
n~i l i~r is r i i  as  it lins Ilappcrld to hi. n.holc nation 

Lon2 \.c:irs of militan rulc \vitncsscd cconolnic rcccssio:l \:hicl~ I~ad all impact 
on [lie ps!-cllolog!. and social lifc stylc of t l~c  pcoplc, ~7 c\.ideut iri tllc patterns of 
contcriiporan,rrrl,an lifc. Under tlic militan. cspccially from the 1970s to the 1990s, thc 
cconorny a m c  undcr tlic strong pull of rcforms and structural adjustmcnt propa~ztcd by 
intcnlatiorial financial institutions likc the I~itcrnational Monctan Fund and thc \Jrorld 
Bank, resulting in \\-hat sornc scholars have dcscribcd as "rccnlonisntion" or- "nco- 

I 
libcral globalisation" (scc Lctns, 1996; Guycr ct al. 2003; Jc>ifo, 2006). Thc structural I 

adjushncnt dispc~isation undcr the niilitxy, according to Gu!,cr ct al, is marked by 
"rising lcvcls of corruption and govcrnmcntal ineficicncy" (2003: ssviii). Structural 
adjustmcnt mc3.n~ cutbacks in go\-cmmcnt spendng on social utilities, hcncc, the 
ncgligiblc expansion in public infrastructures to cope vith expanding dc~nands, and Uic 
utter ncglcct of csisting ones. 

Thc uniccntric ordcr of m i l i t q  rcgimcs \vhich conantrate much political 
poxvcr and oil rcvcnuc in the central government inhibited efforts at the loiver tiers of 
govcmrncnt to address thc problcrns of thc citics. Evcn  lcvcl of govcmrncnt dcpcnds 
on thc Federal govcmmcnt for finance and thc limited resourccs at loivcr Icvcls 
oftentimes frustrate initiatives that wuld have hclped UI transforming the citics. The 
situation is wmpoundcd by an incffcctivc and unacwuntablc system of taut ion \\~11ich 
condoncs t a s  cvasion and consequently makcs loal ly  zencratcd rcvcnuc grossly 
inadquatc. 

All the issucs highli~htcd abovc arc captured in many works by Nigcnan 
writers, especially those th3t choose thc urban ccntrcs as thcir spatial setting. Thc 
\ \~i tcrs  as participants or first Ilaid \\'i[ncssa of the struggles for existence represent the 
va-icy and complcsip of c i y  life. In any a s c ,  thc city hxs'rcrnaincd a recurrent sctting 
in Nigcrian litcran productions, while c i e  d\vcllcrs h v c  pro\idcd intcrcsting 
cliaractcrs \vhose daily cspcricnces gcncratc conflicts in die texts. From Amos 
Tutuola's bc\vildcring "bush of Ghosts" in Mv L!fe in file Rush qf Ghosrr and D. 0 
Fagun\\a's frightening "forests and mounts" in 7hc &rest o f a  7ho:rsand lloetiions and 
the transiton Umuofia in Aclicbe's Tizings Fall Apilrl, there has crncrgcd a corpus of 
literature of thc cirics dra\\ing from espcriences of tin. d\vcllcrs \vhorn Clprian 
Ekxvcnsi calls "Pcoplc of the tie" in his pioneering novcl of thst title. Thc idyllic p a c c  
and conununal ethos in Achebe's Things fi l l  Aparl and Arrow o f  God \;anish in tlie 
scason of migration to the citics by descendants of  Okonhvo and Ezculi~. Ticsc are thc 
educated civil scnrants likc Obiajulu Okonk\\~o in No Longcr at Ease and politicians 
likc Odili Samalu and Chicf the Honourable kl.A. Naiza ill A 1i.iot1 nf tire l'eople: \\.ho 
arc pitched in battle against thc odds of modcmity ?s csprcsscd in tlic politics and 
economy oP tlie cities. 
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\\&'!> \ 1t>ic'1>1 :!! i i~~ ,d  !0!.117Cr! :III[! to ct111) [liis. t!~c $ !~~ \cn~ l i i c~~ t  rcsuflcd I0 pt~\;Iic < \ C C L I ~ ~ < ~ I I  

tif arrii~.:I rxiil!~(,rs a: ~ l i c  i ,nyos 1x11 LGICII .  I lo~\.i.\cr. t l~c  c r i~~ ic  (icfics a 1i1ii i~:t  K s~il!11io11. 
Oxi!is:~:l 11: :: s ~ i c ~ o l o g ~ c ~ l  ~ I S ~ C C ~ I ~ I I I  of 1111~: prohIc111 co~itcr~ds i l l  011cc LIlisn l:o11r 
l~::ir!lcrs ti~:mi l i~c .  i ~ i o l ~ l z ~ ~ ~  113:s sil!~aic!!. iri t!li ~)scudoca~~i ta l i s~  cco:lolll> bti112 ~.opc'rdcd 
. I ! I ~  !I:; irrcr:.nirr~ rnilicnrisatinn of tllc po111! hlilifnn solution, likc p~rb!ic cuecution. 
o11I\ !):<:1> ~iiori. \ .~~l;ncc anii tinocd!- - nc t!ic crpcricnccs of Soldicrs (Scrgmr!t 
r'u: i,.~lal\ 3:'d I~cll>l~crs (hl~jur. .  I l:!ssci~i. A:igcila 2nd Alh~ia) slio\\ 

I l lc ar~i:ni<lli is filnll~,r 1111rsucd iri Aringindin and the Night \i'ztchnicr~. Tli: 

f'n~lurc of' ti!:: s:.irc 10 g~a:ar1ci'~~ t l ~ c  ~3fk! of' its irllinbita~lts arid pro\idc adcquxc 
scct~rir! asaii?>:t \ iulalt robI)ci> gi~c:: rise io C C ' I ~ I ~ ~ L ~ I ~ ~ I  self-11cIp Ii l~isures c\>idcnt i:: 
ihc formnrior~ o!' "\,igilan~c" groaps. Tliis is a kind of con~muniy policiri~ outsidc tiic 
srntc's 1x\v c~ilbrccmcnt and crime-prcvcnricn stn~cturcs. As thc pla!- SIIO\\S. t i c  
te~~dc~ic! o r  ~licr?c -.vigila~irc" gruups to esloluir p~mplc's a~~xic ty  defeats tlic objzcri..cs 
of thcir establisl~~ncr~t. The\ curtail or even oi~cnly assault pcoplc's firndarncnial human 
rights. Rcprcscntcd by Anngindin .md his men, thc '-vigilantes" often tun! into a 
problc~n to be sol\c.d rnthcr tl1,ul being a lastirig solutiol! to 2 social nnlaisc. O~ofisa11, 
perhaps: an;icipatcs the rcccnt conflict bctivccn the state and cthno- cuin~ral 
organisations likc the Oodua Pcoplc's Cor.lross (OPC) and the Bakassi Boys \vhicli 
have taken on the role of cornbarin!: crinic. il l  rhc So~~t l i  \irestcni and South Eastern 
citics of Nigeria rcspectivcly, Tllcy t p ,  to fil! tlie vacuilm crcatcd b!. ~vidc disaffcction 
fgr thc official police tbrcc tin: is hampcrcd by neglect, corruption and inctlicicncy. 

Undcr the prcssurc of urban economic irnp~rativcs~ tradirional Africa11 fariul? 
values arc opcri to assault throrrgli thc use of children for alms begging and hatrking of 
g o d s  on thc s:rc"ts. Bcsidcs. prostitution in diffcrcnt forms becomes an option as 
dcrnonstratcd b!. Cyprian Ek\rcnsi's Jagua Nana's Daughtcr and Fesrus I!.ayi's 
Violcncc. In the latter: Iyayi rc-prcscrits thc ps!.cho-social alienation cspcricnccd by the 
urban poor t!pificd by ldcniudia arid Adis:, his \vifc. Thq arc confronted \\.iff\ 
privation i r r  a socict> \rcitllout an!. social sccurity systc~u to ventilate their lack. Tllc!. 
comproniisc family ethos of fidelity by cngazin~ in cdra-marital affairs that arc 
contractcd \\.it11 financial rc\vard in \ic\v. Idcn~udia has to scll (donatc) his blood for 
nlollc!. to up keel^ his family, just like Osaro his friend. Benin Cip. \vhcre the ston- is set 
is a \vorld of inequality \\-here actltc po\,crty co-c\;ists \\.it11 opulcncc. l l ~ c  rich fc\v likc 
Quccn a i d  the nian .'in a big hlcrccdcz car" arc thc orlcs \vho cnjoy .-the p o d  things of 
life", \vhile Idcruudia, Adisa. his \rife atid Osnro operate on the rough edges of city life. 

So!.inka cclcbratcs the dt\-cllcr-s of thc cosrnopolis fringe in his plays. giving 
\,oicc to the silcnccd. Thcsc arc the l o r y  park touts (Professor, Samson, Salubi and Sa!. 
Tok! o K!.d) of Tllc Road and rhc Area bo\.s (Sandal A r a  Tire One: Bo$o; Barber m d  
Trader) of Thc Bcntification of Area Boy: 11 Lagosian Kalcidoswpc. The Arm bo!. is 2 

phenomcnon of Lagos under military rule and has conthucd to date. Mostly 
unemployed or unemployable, the a r a  boys are discrnpo\vzrd but they are contesting 

rr-:n\,cnt tl~cmscl\,cs i l l  lllc image of solclicrs and [:I\\ cnfortic~>cilt azcnts. 'l'l~cir n~c-dct 
o : ' ~ p ~ r a t i o ~ i  arc as arbitran. as tllc \\.a!s of [llc niilitan. i l l  Iocnicr 'l.llc. pla! is. tlrc~cl'i~rc 
nrl iniportanr sociological stud!- of tlic dynarn~cs of urbar~isa~io~l a116 its cl~illlcr~~c.: 

I 
It is  equally irnpodant to r~otc tllat the changiri~ rolcs oI ' \ \ .n l !~c~~ and tlic !!;lids 1 

di~:ic~isio:~ IO [lie I I I - \ ~ ~ ! I  living li3\,c bec!~ dt,picicd b!. S C I I ~ I L  \ \ I - ~ I C ; S  UucIli E ~ ~ I < C I I ~ : ~ J . ~  
Sccor:d Class Citizen is ari c.;arnl,lc. I%ur the rnctro,inlican ccncrc for rill: lbu~.c~-Oclt~ 
bn:-:I prot?gonist. Ada!]. docs not stop 31 Lagos. I t  cstcr~ds li~rtilc: to I.o:idi':i T!:d 
'.l~iodcnlit!," of Lagos and Lo!idon aff'ords the author all ollpcir~uiiii! to ~ctlcst oil tl1c.l 

fat; of thc fvornsn in thc contcnipora? cra a ~ a i l ~ s t  the bacld:o;r n!'yn:rinrch!.. n tlicrnq 
shc fi~rthc: adb'anccs in lo!,s of hlothcrliood, anotllcr no\-! 

111 tcnlis of lan~uagc; some of 111c ariters, ii1 rdditiuii to Standard /11y!.l 1 ) -  
adopt tllc Pidsin Englis!]. In rcaliry, ir is a language of sociai and ccononlic i~~rer~cclons 
in the citics nccessirntcd b! corn~nuniation problems ixposcd b!. e!hno-cu!~uial and 
linguistic diffusion. Pidgin: as Olaniya~i puts it. is 

the languagc of tlic mulridhnic masses on tlie strccr . .  As a 
potcnt dcnati\izing and tran.;sthnic mass languz~c, i t  disciplines 
both the forcign and ~ ! I C  I.lcal languages \ritllin the scctliing 
cauldron of spn\vling urhzlnzation.. I t  is espcricnccd -2nd 
\vclconied - as a languagc of cosmopolis that is larger than the 
domains of one's nativc tonguc but that ~ l c ~ e n l ~ e I c ~ s  bears II IC 
imprint of local agcncy unlike English, Jvhich lizs !.ct to shed its 
iniagc as an imposed alien languagc. But pidgin also b a r s  an 
unmistakaSlc class stamp as the Ir?nguagc of t l ~ c  \vorking masses. 
(2004: 92) 

Tlie countn. h3s about 250 l q u n ~ e s .  most. if not all. of \\Iiich arc: represented i n  d;i. 
. . clt~cs.  Pidgin En_clish is riic Iang~ragc of daii!. inlcrnction arlong the sc~ni-lircrati !II ti12 

markc!. 31 politics! rnllics 2nd an lon~  the tcnan!s of 2 "2!)  roo117 ~ : I c ~ - I ~ ~ L ' - ~ - ~ : c c - ! o L I "  

al,ahr~~oit  i\pical of dl; liij?!i dmsit) areas of a tit! Iik L:I!!OS Sn~-il-Kr\\a.s . i i i i . '  

Trarisisror Radio", iiocimi-s Our liusbznd lins Gonc hlad A~aln .  So!-inka.5 ?l:c ~ciial 
1'1:!!s. l l i c  Ko2d and I l i ~  8~~; i f ica t ion of Arc. Bo!.. a!id .\l~rncd l'cr~ma's 1'11:: L,o::cr!-1 
T i c k t  iliustr2tr: 1111: ctt-!cac! of p ldgi~~ i n  stasc d i ~ l o 2 1 1 ~  10 rea!isric:iliy <:!pt:rli' [!I: 1 
nuances of urban c.;pcric:ic-. 1 
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Afi-iccl IS  a co11111lcnt \ \ i l l 1  di\cr;;cl~t c ~ ~ l t u ~ - c s ,  lat~gi~ayi:! n ,~d  c.\pcric~lccs :ind 1x1s 
also \vitncsscd scvcr;~l Ilist(1ricaI action< and reactions -t!irr:: ha1.c Oczri ~Iavcb..  
colonialism, alnrtllcid. I\-zrs. ~.ol~tic;~l s t r ~ ~ ~ l c s .  niill~ar\~ Gii-t;:crship nrld c.ccnon{ic 
P I ~ ~ L I C S  illat 11a\.c alTcctcd rile conscious~~css of its pcol)lcs. Lil-I-aturc or1 it5 1'3~t 
cnpturcs thcsc rnorilc;lts arid rcl~(icrs ~IICI:I in \.arious ilitc:pic:i\c m o d s  or gcnrqs 
Poctn. is abcut niost [he l :1\ourcd nlrdiuni crn~~Io!.cd Ibr litcrnry cxprcssio~l in A!iita 
probabl!. bccausc i t  is utldc~linbl! indizcnous and thzrcforc ' ~ a ~ ~ t l i c ~ ~ t i c ~ ' .  Gikxllli (ZOOb)  
\\.rites: 

Tllcrc is a critical cor1sc:lsus 111a1, ullliAc lllc novel. for il~slancc: 1 
poctn. n-as not first introduced to Afr ia  a s  3 rcs~~lr of tllc I 

colonial cncoantcr. Of thc thrcc major gcnrcs of litcraturcdrm~a, 
h e  noicl, and pocrl?-it is o111y poctn. that 112s al~va).s bccn ) 
uriivcrsall!, acccl)tcd b!. scholars and critics as bsing indigenous 1 
to ~ f r i c a . '  I 

I 

This indizenou root has alloivcd for tile blending of the ancicnt zn/i  
contemporay fonns in \\3!s lliat h 3 ~ ~  \vidcnCd and dccpclicd pcetic practiccI including 
the socio-political and culrlr~al lcalitics o r  Africa. Colnp3ring tI~e pwtic g c ~ u c  to otl1cr3, 
Udenta (1996) states rllnt --poctn. much rnorc than any othcr Scnrc of litcraturd, 
wpturcs. .. objccti\.c rcalir! ~l~tcn~cl!.. poiLmantly and subtly."- I 

T l ~ c  focus of t111, 1)~!)er is  011 tliosc i~nporialif fcaturcs that d i s~ i l l~u i s /~  
conrcmporan. African pwrn  fro111 orlicr potty of tlic ivorld. It attempts to discuss ho\y 
Africa's socio-political and cconomic cxpcricncc is rcflcctcd in thc style, languagc and 
tllsmcs of African  poet^? in reccIit ti111cs (fro111 I940 to date). I 

Historiially spcnking, contcnlporarlr. Afriwn poctr! can hc divided inro tlirc j 
major phascs. Tlic first phase s p m n d  bct\vccn tllc IOJOs and 1960s. This phasg 
produccd pocts such a s  Rap113cI Anlint[w. Cascl! ford. N~iamdi h i k i n e .  Dzluii* 
Osadcbay and othcrs. Most of rilcni ivcrc strictly nntlo~lalists, not pocts proper. foi 
~vhorn rcrsc \vas principally sccn as a tool of political aSit?tions?. hlany of tllcrn \~crL" 
politicims_ Iai\!.ers and sci 011 sue11 2s NII~IICII AziL\\c of Kis:rial \\11o publ i~l~c4 
pwms in nexvspapcrs and pcricdiczls il l  addition to his political spccchcs. Amidst tllq 
host of othcr compsrati\cl! minor pacts, includin~ Roland Tombckai Dcmpstcr ofl 
Liberia, Crispin Gcorgl: of Sitrra L C ~ I I C  and Bcnibcngor Bla? of Gllsns. t\\o nsmcsl 
stand out: Dcnnis Ossdcbay of Si~cr iz .  and Michacl Dci-Annan~ of Cham.  

Like nun! of illor; I\-riting at 1!1n time.' Dennis Ossdcbny \\r\ a mm of public) 
affairs: jurist, jounlalist. politicia~i, and funncr prc~nicr of till: Mid-\Vestcm Region of1 
Kigcria. 1-it: was boil1 a \ , en  pr i~s tc  and a vcn- public ivrircr. t f i s  poctic oulp:it,I 
collcctcd in 1957 in th:: volunc ,A/i.ic.n Sings constitu:cs almost an autobio~_rapliy in1 
L8crse. His best \r.rsz, ho\\c\i.r. ccrtaill/\. d a i s  \\itil public . cvc~~ t s  ai:d attitudes.) 


