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view to providing information on the nature and dynamics of Nigeria’s security, particularly 

on how trans-border crimes constitute a challenge to ECOWAS regional integration agenda.

The study utilized primary and secondary data. Primary data were obtained through the 

conduct of in-depth interviews with officials and scholars from different government 

ministries, agencies and institutions. In

national security and West African regional integration from Lagos State University. Also, a 

desk official from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and a senior research fellow of Nigerian 

Institute of International Affairs were interviewed. These respondents were knowled

Nigeria’s external relations and ECOWAS regional integration agenda. Also interviewed was 

the Lagos Zonal Commander of National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons 

and Other Related Matters. In addition three officials of securit
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examined factors responsible for trans-border crimes in Nigeria; investigated the 

connection between ECOWAS regional integration and trans-border crimes in Nigeria; 

examined the implications of trans-border crimes for Nigeria’s socio-economic development 

and ECOWAS regional integration agenda; and investigated the effective mechanisms for 

implementing ECOWAS integration agenda in West African sub-region. These were with a 

view to providing information on the nature and dynamics of Nigeria’s security, particularly 

border crimes constitute a challenge to ECOWAS regional integration agenda.
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 The findings showed that porous national borders, poverty, unemployment, weak 

state institutions and corrupt security agents were the major factors responsible for trans

border crimes in Nigeria. The findings also revealed t

trans-border crimes in Nigeria and in other member states constituted a major setback to the 

full actualization of ECOWAS integration process in the West African sub

discovered that the upsurge in tr

Africa not only undermined Nigeria’s internal security but also constituted challenges to 

ECOWAS regional integration process.

incidence of trans-border crimes in Nigeria had resulted in a reduction in government 

revenues and flows of foreign direct investments with serious consequences for 

socioeconomic development of the country. Finally, the results also showed that the criminal 

activities of trans-insurgent groups such as Boko Haram within and across Nigerian borders 

posed serious challenges to Nigeria’s role as a regional balancer and mediator

The study concluded that the increasing incidence of trafficking in persons and arms 

and other trans-border crimes across the West African sub

undermined Nigeria’s internal security, thereby hindering effective implementation of 

ECOWAS integration programme. 
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1.1 Background to the Study

The treaty establishing the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) was 

signed in Lagos, on May 28, 1975. The formation of ECOWAS signifies a higher level of 

multilateral economic integration in the West African sub

implementation of regional co

of West Africa are seen by the drafters of the treaty as a means of solving the myriad 

problems of underdevelopment of the sub

poverty, poor living standards; weak and unstable economies (Nwoke, 2005).

ECOWAS as a regional economic integration organization emphasizes the fusion of the 

national markets and the co-

regional economic advancement through, among other things, the removal of obstacles to the 

free movement of persons, goods, services, and capital (Okuntola, 2008). Article 27 of the 

community treaty states that:

Citizens of member states shall be regarded as community citizens and 

accordingly member states undertake to abolish all obstacles to their 

freedom of movement and residence within the community. Member states 

shall, by agreement with

holding visitors visas and residence permits and allow them to work and 

undertake commercial and industrial activities within their territories 

(ECOWAS Treaty, 1975: Article 27). 

 

By the provision of the treaty 

member states for about 210 million consumers (Dokubo, 2009). Hence, the ECOWAS 

1 
 

© Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria 
For more information contact ir-help@oauife.edu.ng   

                                                     CHAPTER ONE 

 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background to the Study   

The treaty establishing the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) was 

signed in Lagos, on May 28, 1975. The formation of ECOWAS signifies a higher level of 

integration in the West African sub-region (Okuntola, 2008). The 

implementation of regional co-operation agenda and the establishment of an economic union 

of West Africa are seen by the drafters of the treaty as a means of solving the myriad 

derdevelopment of the sub-region and the broader Africa which include: 

poverty, poor living standards; weak and unstable economies (Nwoke, 2005).

ECOWAS as a regional economic integration organization emphasizes the fusion of the 

-ordination of economic policies of member states for larger sub

regional economic advancement through, among other things, the removal of obstacles to the 

free movement of persons, goods, services, and capital (Okuntola, 2008). Article 27 of the 

y treaty states that: 

Citizens of member states shall be regarded as community citizens and 

accordingly member states undertake to abolish all obstacles to their 

freedom of movement and residence within the community. Member states 

shall, by agreement with each other, exempt community citizens from 

holding visitors visas and residence permits and allow them to work and 

undertake commercial and industrial activities within their territories 

(ECOWAS Treaty, 1975: Article 27).  

By the provision of the treaty the Community aims at creating a regional market of 16

member states for about 210 million consumers (Dokubo, 2009). Hence, the ECOWAS 
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objectives clearly show that the sub

development of the region as reactio

members of ECOWAS, the community provides a unique opportunity for them to unite and 

co-operate and build up their economic power in order to reduce their external dependence 

and develop the West African sub

The fundamental objective of the organization therefore, is to facilitate co

and development in the area of economic activity, most importantly, in the areas of industry, 

transport, telecommunications, ene

and financial questions, and socio

living of the ECOWAS citizens, increasing and maintaining economic stability in the region 

as well as, fostering closer relations among its member states, and in turn, contributing to the 

progress and development of the African continent (ECOWAS Treaty, 1975: Article 2). It is 

against this backdrop that the ECOWAS Protocol on Free Movement of Persons and the 

Right of Residence and Establishment was drafted in May 29, 1979 as a means of facilitating 

the achievement of the set objectives of the regional organization. Consequently, the first 

phase of the Protocol, the Protocol on free movement of persons, goods a

ratified in 1980 and national committees were set

the implementation of the Protocol. It has however, been argued that the free movement 

protocol has been abused by some ECOWAS citizens to perpetrat

across the West African sub-

While trans-border criminals operate across West African states, Nigeria could be said 

to be more vulnerable to the threat of trans

largely due to its economic dominance and the porosity of its borders. Some opinion leaders 
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objectives clearly show that the sub-region is determined to speed up socio

development of the region as reaction to its shortcomings in global economy. For the 

members of ECOWAS, the community provides a unique opportunity for them to unite and 

operate and build up their economic power in order to reduce their external dependence 

and develop the West African sub-region (Okuntola, 2008; Asante, 2000). 

The fundamental objective of the organization therefore, is to facilitate co

and development in the area of economic activity, most importantly, in the areas of industry, 

transport, telecommunications, energy, agriculture, natural resources, commerce; monetary 

and financial questions, and socio-cultural matters for the purpose of raising the standard of 

living of the ECOWAS citizens, increasing and maintaining economic stability in the region 

stering closer relations among its member states, and in turn, contributing to the 

progress and development of the African continent (ECOWAS Treaty, 1975: Article 2). It is 

against this backdrop that the ECOWAS Protocol on Free Movement of Persons and the 

Right of Residence and Establishment was drafted in May 29, 1979 as a means of facilitating 

the achievement of the set objectives of the regional organization. Consequently, the first 

phase of the Protocol, the Protocol on free movement of persons, goods a

ratified in 1980 and national committees were set-up in member states to monitor and ensure 

the implementation of the Protocol. It has however, been argued that the free movement 

protocol has been abused by some ECOWAS citizens to perpetrate nefarious acts within and 

-region.  

border criminals operate across West African states, Nigeria could be said 

to be more vulnerable to the threat of trans-border crimes than other ECOWAS countries, 

ts economic dominance and the porosity of its borders. Some opinion leaders 
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in Nigeria such as; the Second Republic Senate leader of the Nigerian Peoples’ Party, Senator 

Obi Wali and the Fourth Republic Minister of Interior, Mr. Abba Moro, have weighed aga

the influx of ECOWAS expatriate particularly the irregular immigrants and labourers because 

these immigrants perpetuate illegal syndicate activities such as insurgency, human trafficking, 

prostitution and vagrancy (Onwuka, 1982; The Punch, September 1

to the rising incidence of Boko Haram insurgency within and across Nigerian borders; the 

former President of Federal Republic of Nigeria, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan on September 13, 

2011 called for the re-assessment and reconstructio

and Iwuoha, 2013).   

The escalation of trans

emergence of Boko Haram insurgency in 2009 is disturbing; from the June 16, 2011 attack on 

Nigeria Police Headquarters, Abuja and other random acts of violence perpetrated against 

vulnerable civilians especially school children. Thus, the criminal activities of insurgents, 

arms smugglers and human traffickers and other related trans

and across Nigerian borders signify uncertainty as well as increased insecurity not only for 

Nigeria but for the sub-region and the larger international community (Pothuraju, 2012). 

Moreover, the activities of the trans

national borders obviously undermined good governance and Nigeria's internal security, with 

negative impact on ECOWAS regional integration arrangement. Hence, this study seeks to 

examine the nexus between trans

regional integration in West Africa. The study will also shed light on the implications of 

trans-border crimes for Nigeria's socio

integration agenda. 
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the Second Republic Senate leader of the Nigerian Peoples’ Party, Senator 

Obi Wali and the Fourth Republic Minister of Interior, Mr. Abba Moro, have weighed aga

the influx of ECOWAS expatriate particularly the irregular immigrants and labourers because 

these immigrants perpetuate illegal syndicate activities such as insurgency, human trafficking, 

prostitution and vagrancy (Onwuka, 1982; The Punch, September 12, 2011). Also, in reaction 

to the rising incidence of Boko Haram insurgency within and across Nigerian borders; the 

former President of Federal Republic of Nigeria, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan on September 13, 

assessment and reconstruction of the ECOWAS protocol (Nwanolue 

The escalation of trans-border criminal activities in the country especially since the 

emergence of Boko Haram insurgency in 2009 is disturbing; from the June 16, 2011 attack on 

rters, Abuja and other random acts of violence perpetrated against 

vulnerable civilians especially school children. Thus, the criminal activities of insurgents, 

arms smugglers and human traffickers and other related trans-border criminal activities within 

and across Nigerian borders signify uncertainty as well as increased insecurity not only for 

region and the larger international community (Pothuraju, 2012). 

Moreover, the activities of the trans-border criminal syndicates within a

national borders obviously undermined good governance and Nigeria's internal security, with 

negative impact on ECOWAS regional integration arrangement. Hence, this study seeks to 

examine the nexus between trans-border crimes in Nigeria and the difficult process of 

regional integration in West Africa. The study will also shed light on the implications of 

border crimes for Nigeria's socio-economic development and ECOWAS regional 
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1.2 Statement of the Research Problem

 The increasing incidence of trafficking in persons and arms; trans

trans-border crimes across and within the West African sub

undermined Nigeria's security and also hindered effective implementation of th
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1.2 Statement of the Research Problem 

e increasing incidence of trafficking in persons and arms; trans-insurgency and other related 

border crimes across and within the West African sub-region have considerably 
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