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ABSTRACT

The study examnedthe i npacts of de nocracy on N geria’s ne nbership inthe Comnonwealth
of Nations and investigatedthe strategies used by the N gerian government to consolidate her
position inthe Commonwealth of Nations. It also eval uated the benefits of Comnonwealth
devel opnental programmes to N geria These were wtha viewto providinginfor nation onthe

rde of multilaeral institutions inthe devel opnent of ne mber states.

Pri nary and secondary data were utilized for the study. Pri mary data was gathered through
unstructuredin-depthinervewwth 20 purposi vel ysel ectedrespondents drawn fromt he British
Hgh Commssion Federal Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, Mnistry of Education; N gerian
Institute of International Affairs (NI A; andthe Depart nent of International Relations at the
Obafem Awol owo University. Secondary data were sourced from books, journals, artides,

news papers, conference materials and the irnternet. Cata obtained was analyzed descriptively.

The resuts revealed that denocracy i npacted positively on N geria’s nenbership in the
Comnonwealth of Nations starting from N geria’s readmssionintothe organi zation and furt her
extended to other benefits such as business opportunities for economc devel oprent, wonmen
e mpower nent programmes, yout h exchange programnes for social devel opnent, depl oynent of
Commonwealthelectoral observers groupto nmonitar and pronote de nocratictenets. Aso, result
showedt hat apart fromadherencetothe principles of the organization the N gerian governnent
alsoadopteda Summt DO plonmacy to consolidate her position wthinthe Commonwealth These
invol ved re-establishing diplomatic contacts, establishing bilaeral and nultilateral relationships
with e nber states and also ensuring an active partidpationin all of the organisations and its

affiliated organs’ activities. Anally, result revealed that Comnmonwealth nade significant
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devel opnental assistanceto N geriainsocia and economc devel opnent, educati onal assistance
in for m of scholarships and access to open education an exanple is the National Open
Uni versity of Ngeria technological knowedge as well as facilities and trainings for the
Independent National Hectoral Comnission (I NEC) towards instituional capacity buildng It

also partnered wth ot her agencies such asthe United Nations Devel opnent Programme ( UNDP)

for strengtheningthe Economc and Fnancial Gimes Comnission (EFCC).

The study concl uded t hat the positive i npact of denocracy as well as the diplonatic strategies
adopted by N geria strengthened N geria- Commonwealth relaions during the period under

st udy.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTI ON

1 1 Background tothe Study

An i nportant feature of thet wentieth centuryinternational relations isthe institutionalization of
interactions anmong sovereign states. Experiences of the cold war depictsthat states val ue the
institutionalization of their relations ever nore highly (Faseke, 2009) thus leading to the
establishnment of organizations/institutions to respond to arising global issues. Sudies have
shown that organizations die yearly giving way for new ones established in line wth the

happeni ngs around the world (Faseke, 2009).

The Commonwealth of Nations sinply refers to as the Commonwealth is a voluntary
multilateral organization of 53 nenber staes, all except two countries (Rwanda and
Mozanbique) are for ner British colonies (M vekananda, 1974). It is an organization whose
me mber countries have distinct ways of life traditions, and cultures. It alsoincludes countries
with different econonic capabilities ranging from devel oping to devel oped ( Comnmonwealth

Secretariat, 2019).

Hstoricaly, the Commonwealth was an evoluionary outgrovih of the British Enpire
(Bitannica, 2019). The growh of the organization could be traced to 1867 when Canada
attained a domnion status ( Ugwukah, 2014). Being one of the ol dest association of sovereign
countries, itssource goes backtothe British Enpire 1n 1931, the Bitish Empiretrans nutedinto
the British Commonwealth of Nations and colonies under it were gradually granted

independence (akland 2002). The ter m*“Co mmonwealth of Nations”
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was first used by a Scot, the fifth Earl of Rosebery (later Pri ne Mnister) inthe year 1884
During his visitto Australia, he recogni zedthat change was expectedtotake place pertainingto
the i ndependence of British colonies. Duringthe I nperial conference of 1926, the title British
Comnonwealth of Nations was for nally adopted, and one after the ot her, countries who were
British col onies started gai ningtheir freedomas independent countries ( Wilkie, 2016). In 1949,
the ter m“ Rritish” was renoved fromthe title in order to portray the changing nature of the
associaion which was fast becomng an association of sovereign independent countries
(Gommonwealth Secretariat, 2019). The present Co mnonwealth has been able to outgrowits
i nperial orignsthereby becomng a significart power for good at the i nternational arena, wth
recognition and status at the United Nations. The organizationis one of the largest nultilaeral
instituions inthe world and its Heads of Government neeting involving leaders of e nmber
countriesis saidto be the second |l argest convergence of heads of states after the United Nations

(Faseke, 2009).

The Commonwealth of Nations bei ng anindependent organi zation consists of Geat Britainand
ot her sovereign states who had decided to sustain ties of alliance and realistic cooperation and
who acknow edged the British Mbnarch (the Queen of England) as the synbol of |eadership of
their organization (Ugwukah 2014). Theinfor mal links that once existed bet weenthe countries
of the Commonwealth were consolidated wth the establishment of the Commonwealth
Secretaria in 1966 in London and a bureaucracy was established to support the Secretary-
General of the Comnonwealthin handingthe questions of de nocracy and devel opnent, as well
as peace and order particularlyinthe devel opi ng me mber countriesin Asia, Pacific, Aricaand

the Caribbean Therefore, what began as Great Britain and the white dom nions has gradually
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metanorphosed into a nultiraca Comnonwealth of fifty-three nations and territories

(Wwukah, 2014).

Upon attai ning i ndependence from Britain sone of the countries that were once under the rule
of Britaindecidedtoretainthe British Monarchasits head of state. The nonarchis ani nportant
poi nt of i dentificationthat has kept the Comnmonwealthtogether inti mes of conflict and crisis
(Qakland, 2002). By md-20h century, nost of the Britishterritories including N geria gained
independence, andthe enpire had changedintothe Co mmonwealth of Nations, an organi zation
of sovereignstates devotedtothe British crown and partakingin uni quetradeinterest ( Qakland,

2002).

N geria priortoitsindependence had engagedin external relations wth countries of the world
andjoiningthe Comnonwealth of Nations can be regarded as a natural selectionfor her, partly
because of her historical ties wth Britainas well as beinginline withthe principle of her foreign
policy. A careful reading of N geria’s foreign policy since inception explained anong ot her
things that N geria would be activelyinvol vedin nmenbership of multilateral organization that
have a functional relevance for the country especially the United Nations and the
Comnonwealth (Fawol e, 2003) and alsoserve as ani nportant platfor ns for the pursuits of her
Forei gn Policy objectives and National I nterests (Ubi and Aki nkuotu, 2014). N geria’s historical
orignandties with Britainalsoexplains why joiningthe organi zation was alogical nove. S nce
then the Commonwealth of Nations has played significart rdes particuarlyin helping N geria

to preserve her territorial irntegrity:.

N geria’s closeties with Britainand Comnonwealth earned her i ndustrial support from Canada

andthe Unhited Kngdom The Commonwealth Devel opment Cor poration also has
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