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ABSTRACT 

The st udy exa mi ned t he i mpacts  of  de mocracy on Ni geria’s me mbershi p in t he Co mmon wealt h 

of  Nati ons  and i nvesti gated t he strategi es  used by t he Ni gerian government  t o consoli dat e her 

positi on i n t he Co mmonwealt h of  Nati ons.  It  also eval uat ed t he benefits of  Co mmon wealt h 

devel opment al  pr ogra mmes  t o Ni geria.  These were wit h a vi ew t o pr ovidi ng i nfor mati on on t he 

role of multilateral instituti ons i n t he devel opment of me mber states.  

Pri mar y and secondary dat a were utilized f or  the st udy.  Pri mar y dat a was  gat hered t hr ough 

unstruct ured i n-dept h i ntervi ew wit h 20 pur posi vely sel ect ed respondents  drawn from t he  British 

Hi gh Co mmi ssi on,  Federal  Mi nistry of  Forei gn Affairs;  Mi nistry of Educati on;  Ni geri an 

Instit ute of  I nt ernati onal Affairs ( NII A);  and t he Depart ment  of  I nt ernational  Rel ations  at  t he 

Obafe mi  Awol owo Uni versit y.  Secondary dat a were sourced from books,  j ournals,  articles, 

ne wspapers, conference mat erials and t he internet. Dat a obtai ned was analyzed descri pti vel y.  

The results  reveal ed that  de mocracy i mpact ed positi vel y on Ni geria’s  me mbershi p i n t he 

Co mmon wealt h of  Nati ons  st arti ng from Ni geria’s  readmi ssi on i nt o t he organi zati on and f urt her 

ext ended t o ot her  benefits such as  busi ness  opport unities  f or  econo mi c devel opment,  wo men 

e mpower ment  pr ogra mmes,  yout h exchange pr ogra mmes  f or  soci al  devel op ment,  depl oy ment  of 

Co mmon wealt h el ect oral observers  gr oup t o moni tor  and pr omot e de mocratic t enets.  Al so,  result 

showed t hat  apart  from adherence t o t he pri nci pl es  of  t he or gani zati on,  t he Ni gerian gover nment 

also adopt ed a Su mmit  Di pl omacy t o consoli date her  positi on wit hi n t he Co mmon wealt h.  These 

invol ved re-establishi ng di pl omatic cont acts,  est ablishi ng bilateral  and multilateral  rel ati onshi ps 

wi t h me mber  st ates  and also ensuri ng an acti ve partici pati on i n all  of  t he or ganisati ons  and its 

affiliated or gans’  acti vities.  Fi nall y,  result  reveal ed t hat  Co mmon wealth made si gnificant 
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devel opment al  assistance t o Ni geria i n soci al  and econo mi c devel opment,  educati onal  assist ance 

in f or m of  schol arshi ps and access  t o open educati on an exa mpl e i s t he  Nati onal  Open 

Uni versit y of  Ni geria,  technol ogi cal  knowl edge as  well  as  facilities  and trai ni ngs  f or  t he 

Independent  Nati onal  El ect oral  Co mmi ssi on (I NEC)  t owar ds  i nstit utional  capacit y buil di ng.  It 

also part nered wit h ot her agenci es  such as  t he Uni ted Nati ons  Devel opment  Pr ogra mme  ( UNDP) 

for strengt heni ng t he Econo mi c and Fi nanci al Crimes Co mmi ssi on ( EFCC). 

The st udy concl uded t hat  t he positi ve i mpact  of  de mocracy as  well  as  t he di pl omatic strat egi es 

adopt ed by Ni geria strengt hened Ni geria- Co mmon wealt h rel ati ons  during t he peri od under 

st udy.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

  I NTRODUCTI ON 

1. 1 Background to the St udy  

An i mport ant  feat ure of  the t wentiet h cent ury i nt ernati onal  rel ati ons  i s  t he instit utionalizati on of 

interacti ons  a mong soverei gn st at es.  Experiences of  t he col d war  depi cts t hat  st ates  val ue t he 

instit utionalizati on of  t heir  rel ati ons  ever  more hi ghl y ( Faseke,  2009) t hus  l eadi ng t o t he 

establishment  of  or ganizati ons/i nstit utions  t o respond t o arisi ng gl obal i ssues.  St udi es  have 

shown t hat  or gani zati ons  di e yearl y gi vi ng way f or  ne w ones  est ablished i n li ne wit h t he 

happeni ngs around t he worl d (Faseke, 2009). 

The Co mmon wealt h of Nati ons  si mpl y refers t o as  t he Co mmon wealt h i s  a vol unt ary 

multilateral  organi zati on of  53 me mber  st ates,  all  except  t wo countries  ( Rwanda and 

Moza mbi que)  are f or mer  British col oni es  ( Vi vekananda,  1974).  It  i s  an or gani zati on whose 

me mber  countries  have disti nct  ways  of  life,  traditi ons,  and cult ures.  It  also i ncl udes  countries 

wi t h different  econo mi c capabilities  rangi ng from devel opi ng t o devel oped ( Co mmon wealt h 

Secret ariat, 2019).  

Hi st oricall y,  t he Co mmon wealt h was  an evol uti onary out growt h of  t he British Empire 

( Britanni ca,  2019).  The gr owt h of  t he or gani zati on coul d be traced to 1867 when Canada 

attai ned a do mi ni on st atus  ( Ug wukah,  2014).  Being one of  t he ol dest  associ ati on of  soverei gn 

countries,  its  source goes back t o t he British Empi re.  In 1931,  t he British Empi re trans mut ed i nt o 

the British Co mmon wealt h of  Nati ons  and col oni es  under  it  were graduall y grant ed 

independence ( Oakl and, 2002). The ter m “Co mmonwealt h of Nati ons”  
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was  first  used by a  Scot,  t he fift h Earl  of  Rosebery (l ater  Pri me Mi nister)  i n t he year  1884. 

Duri ng his  vi sit  t o Australia,  he recogni zed t hat  change was  expected t o t ake pl ace pert ai ni ng t o 

the i ndependence of  British col oni es.  Duri ng t he I mperial  conference of  1926,  t he title British 

Co mmon wealt h of  Nati ons  was  f or mall y adopt ed,  and one after  t he ot her,  countries  who were 

British col oni es  st arted gai ni ng t heir  freedo m as  i ndependent  countries  ( Wilkie,  2016).  In 1949, 

the t er m “ British” was  re moved from t he title in or der  t o portray t he changi ng nat ure of  t he 

associ ation whi ch was f ast  becomi ng an associ ati on of  soverei gn independent  countries 

( Co mmon wealt h Secretariat,  2019).  The present  Co mmon wealt h has  been abl e t o out grow its 

i mperial  ori gi ns  t hereby beco mi ng a  si gnificant  power  f or  good at  t he i nternati onal  arena,  wit h 

recogniti on and st at us  at  t he Unit ed Nati ons.  The or gani zati on i s  one of  the l argest  multilateral 

instit utions  i n t he worl d and its  Heads  of  Government  meeti ng i nvol vi ng l eaders  of  me mber 

countries  i s  sai d t o be t he second l argest  convergence of  heads  of  st ates  after  t he Unit ed Nati ons 

(Faseke, 2009).  

The Co mmon wealt h of  Nati ons  bei ng an i ndependent  or gani zati on consists of  Gr eat  Britai n and 

ot her  soverei gn st ates  who had deci ded t o sust ain ti es  of  alliance and realistic cooperati on and 

who acknowl edged t he British Monarch (t he Queen of  Engl and)  as  t he sy mbol  of  l eadershi p of 

their  or gani zati on.  ( Ugwukah,  2014).  The i nfor mal  li nks  t hat  once existed bet ween t he countries 

of  t he Co mmon wealt h were consoli dat ed with t he est ablishment  of t he Co mmon wealt h 

Secret ariat  i n 1966 i n London and a  bureaucracy was  est ablished t o support  t he Secret ary-

General  of  t he Co mmonwealt h i n handli ng t he questi ons  of  de mocracy and devel opment,  as  well 

as  peace and or der  particul arl y i n t he devel opi ng me mber  countries  i n Asia,  Pacific,  Afri ca and 

the Cari bbean.  Therefore,  what  began as  Gr eat  Britai n and t he whit e domi ni ons  has  graduall y 
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met a mor phosed i nt o a multiraci al  Co mmonwealt h of  fift y-t hree nati ons  and t errit ories 

( Ugwukah, 2014). 

Upon attai ni ng i ndependence from Britai n,  some  of  t he countries  t hat  were once under  t he r ul e 

of  Britai n deci ded t o ret ain t he British Monarch as its  head of  st ate.  The monarch i s  an i mport ant 

poi nt  of  i dentificati on t hat  has  kept  t he Co mmonwealt h t oget her  i n ti mes of  conflict  and crisis 

( Oakl and,  2002).  By mi d- 20t h  cent ury,  most  of  the British t errit ories  i ncludi ng Ni geri a gai ned 

independence,  and t he empi re had changed i nt o the Co mmon wealt h of  Nati ons,  an or gani zati on 

of  soverei gn st ates  devoted t o t he British crown and partaki ng i n uni que trade i nt erest  ( Oakl and, 

2002). 

Ni geria,  pri or  t o its  i ndependence had engaged i n ext ernal  rel ati ons  wit h countries  of  t he worl d 

and j oi ni ng t he Co mmonwealt h of  Nati ons  can be regarded as  a nat ural  selecti on f or  her,  partl y 

because of  her  hi st orical  ties  wit h Britai n as  well  as  bei ng i n li ne wit h t he princi pl e of  her  f orei gn 

policy.  A careful  readi ng of  Ni geria’s  forei gn policy si nce i ncepti on expl ai ned a mong ot her 

thi ngs  t hat  Ni geria would be acti vel y i nvol ved in me mbershi p of  multilateral  or gani zati on t hat 

have a  f uncti onal  relevance f or  t he country especi ally t he United Nati ons  and t he 

Co mmon wealt h ( Fa wol e, 2003)  and al so serve as  an i mport ant  pl atfor ms  for  t he pursuits  of  her 

Forei gn Policy obj ecti ves  and Nati onal  I nt erests (Ubi  and Aki nkuot u,  2014).  Ni geria’s  hi st orical 

ori gi n and ties  wit h Britain also expl ai ns  why j oi ning t he or gani zati on was  a l ogi cal  move.  Si nce 

then,  t he Co mmon wealt h of  Nati ons  has  pl ayed significant  r ol es  particul arly i n hel pi ng Ni geri a 

to preserve her territ orial integrit y.  

Ni geria’s  cl ose ti es  wit h Britai n and Co mmon wealth earned her  i ndustrial  support  from Canada 

and t he United Ki ngdo m.  The Co mmon wealt h Devel opment Cor porati on also has 
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