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ABSTRACT 

The st udy exa mi ned t he key components of t he perfor mance of l ocal i nstituti ons on communit y 

devel opment i n Sout hwestern Ni geria; and assessed t he mode of operati on of l ocal instit utions 

towar ds 

achi evi ng communit y devel opment. It also exa mi ned t he effect of l ocal i nstitutions on 

communit y 

devel opment; and anal ysed t he challenges faci ng local i nstit utions on communit y devel opment 

in t he 

st udy area. These were with a view t o provi di ng i nfor mati on on t he perfor mance of l ocal 

instit utions 

on communit y devel opment i n Sout hwestern Ni geria bet ween1999- 2017.  

Pri mar y and secondary dat a were utilised for t his st udy. The pri mar y dat a were generat ed from 

responses t o questi onnaire and i n-dept h i ntervi ew.  The st udy popul ati on 6,084 were drawn from 

concerned stakehol ders wi t hi n the ei ghteen (18) sel ect ed LGAs i n Sout hwestern Ni geria usi ng 

multistage sa mpli ng techni que. A sa mpl e of 375 respondents were select ed for questi onnaire 

admi nistrati on 

usi ng Taro Ya mane (1976) sa mpl e size. In additi on, i n-dept h i ntervi ews were conduct ed across 

the 

three (3) select ed axes wi th Chair men of NULGE, ALGON,  Traditi onal Council Chi efs, as well 

as 

official of CBOs and CDA t ot alli ng 5 and 21 ot her respondents i n t he communit y. This is to 

compl e ment i nfor mati on collected t hrough questi onnaire admi nistrati on. Data collected were 

anal ysed 

usi ng frequency distri bution, percent age, mean value, si mpl e linear regression as well as cont ent  

anal ysis. 

Thi s st udy reveal ed t hat cooperati on (92. 5 %), consensus around controversial issues (78. 1 %) 

and 

acquisiti on of new communit y devel opment approaches (74 %) were revealed t o be the key 

components of t he performance of l ocal instit utions on communit y devel opment i n Sout h-

west ern 

Ni geria. Furt her more, it was reveal ed t hat mode of operati on of l ocal instituti ons had si gnificant 

effect  

on t he achieve ment of communit y devel opment (R2 = 0. 257, p < 0. 05). In additi on, t he results 

found 

out t hat t here is si gnificant effect of local i nstit utions on communit y develop ment of 66 % (r = 

+0. 666,  

xi v 

p < 0. 05). Also, the st udy reveal ed t hat proper i ncorporati on i nt o governance syste m at t he l ocal 

level, 

weak i nstit utional supports from government, poor admi nistrati ve arrange ment by l ocal 
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instit utions 

the msel ves were not ed t o be the fore most challenges faci ng l ocal instit utions on communit y 

devel opment i n Sout hwestern Ni geria.  

The st udy concl uded t hat perfor mance of l ocal Institutions had si gnificant effect on communit y 

devel opment i n Sout hwestern Ni geria wit hi n the ti me fra me.
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CHAPTER ONE 

I NTRODUCTI ON 

1. 1 Background t o t he St udy 

All  hu man i nstit utions  are dyna mi c as  t hey e mer ge because of  man’s  need for  t he m,  and change  

because of  vari ous  factors.  Yor uba traditi onal  instit utions  f or  i nst ance have suffered from 

revol uti on,  wars,  t he i mpositi on of  col oni al  rul e and post-i ndependence political  devel opments 

(Fal ol a and Aki nri nade,  1985).  

The t raditi onal  i nstit utional  arrange ment  i n co mmunit y co mprised the Traditi onal  rul ers,  

Council  of  el ders  or  Chi efs,  Mar ket  wo men or  Women gr oups,  Yout hs,  Communit y associ ati ons,  

Age  gr oups  et c.  Based upon cent uries-ol d practices,  it  pr ovi des  critical  l eadershi p,  often acti ng 

as 

“cust odi an and repositor y” of  t he traditi onal “soci al  syst e m/ val ues” of  t he I ndi genous  

communities.  Al ongsi de,  it  i s  entrusted by l aw wi th i mport ant  public duties  on l and and revenue 

Ad mi nistrati on,  pr ot ection and manage ment  of  nat ural  resources  of  t he co mmunit y.  

Ad mi nistrati on of  tri bal j udi cial  syst e m and t he pr ovisi on of  advi ce t o t he Gover nment 

Aut horities 

( ADB,  2001).  

In recent  ti mes,  t he r ol e of  I nstit utions i n co mmunit y develop ment  has  recei ved 

over whel mi ng attenti on from researchers,  policy makers  and devel opment  practitioners.  This 

arises  from t he need t o pr omot e t he welfare of  the r ural  peopl e so t hat  they acquire a bett er 

qualit y 

of rural peopl e.  

Wi t h t he down t urn i n t he econo my of  many developi ng countries,  especi ally i n t he SubSaharan 
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Afri ca,  government  i s i ncreasi ngl y becomi ng i ncapacitated i n meeti ng t he citizens  

‘de mand f or  basi c i nfrastruct ure and servi ces. The poor  mai nt enance and manage ment  of 

existi ng 

infrastruct ures  have co mpounded t he pr obl e m of  inadequat e servi ce pr ovision i n t hese countries.  

2 

Al so,  l ocal  i nstit utes  might  see m t o be more acti onabl e due t o i ncreased responsi bility of  

the public i nstit utions.  To t his  end,  t he concerted efforts of  l ocal  i nstit utions  are or derl y observed 

across  co mmunities.  It  becomes  i mport ant  t o exami ne t he effecti veness  of perfor mance of  l ocal  

instit utions  on co mmunit y devel opment  i n sout hwestern Ni geria ( 1999- 2017).  

The transfor mati on of  rural  environ ment  has  become  t he mai n challenge t o t he econo mi c 

and soci al  devel opment  of  devel opi ng nati ons  like Ni geria ( Ho wart h,  2010).  This  challenge 

arises 

from t he need t o pr omot e t he welfare of  t he r ural peopl e so t hat  t hey can acquire a better  qualit y 

of  r ural  peopl e.  This  wi ll  l ead t o i ncrease i ncome,  di versificati on of  t he econo mi c base and 

expansi on of  t he mar ket  pot ential  of  t he peopl e (Akhi men,  2005).  Consequentl y,  bet ween 1972 

and 2002,  t he Federal Gover nment  of  Ni geria l aunched successi vely fi ve nati onal  rural 

devel opment  pr ogra mmes  wit h more t han eight  supporti ve sche mes.  The l ow l evel  of  

infrastruct ural  and hu man capital  devel opment  of  t hese r ural  areas  i s a  cl ear  si gn of  t he 

weaknesses 

and i neffecti veness  of  t hese pr ogra mmes  and sche mes  and t he Local  Government  t o i mpl e ment  

the m.  The devel opment  of  Ni geria’s  l ocal  government  syst e m can be t raced t o t he Nati ve 

Aut horit y Or di nance of  1916,  whi ch was  passed by t he British col oni al  government  ost ensi bl y t o 

leverage t he existi ng traditi onal  ad mi nistrati ve syst e ms  i n t he different  regi ons  of  t he area now 
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known as  Ni geria.  The or di nance was  t he first  legal  fra me wor k t o operationalize a syst e m of  

indirect r ule (Ikeanyi be, 2009).  

Ho wever,  t his  atte mpt  to unify t he syst e m of l ocal  government  met  i nfor med resistance 

from t he East  and West  r egi ons,  bot h because of  its  anti-de mocratic t hrust  and because t he 

syste m 

di d not  fit  well  wit h t he existi ng traditi onal  ad mi nistrati ve syst e ms  i n t hose regi ons.  Nonet hel ess,  

the or di nance endured until  1946,  when t he Ri chard constit ution i ntroduced t he ne w r egi onal  

asse mblies.  By 1949,  the East ern house of  asse mbl y pr ovi ded a  pl atfor m f or  debat es  t hat  

event uall y l ed t o t he Local  Government  Or di nance of  1950,  whi ch set  t he scene f or  a  de mocratic 

syste m of  l ocal government  ( Ogunna,  1996).  

3 

By 1954,  de mocratic val ues  had per meat ed the l ocal  government  syste m i n t he t hree 

regi ons  of  East,  West  and Nort hern Ni geria,  wit h each regi on havi ng absol ut e control  over  t he 

type,  struct ure and f unctions  of  l ocal  government  (Ikeanyi be,  2009).  However,  alt hough t he 

1950 

or di nance st arted t o i ntroduce de mocratic val ues  i n l ocal  governance, it  also mar ked t he 

begi nni ng 

of  federal/regi onal  domi nance over  l ocal  government  ad mi nistrati on,  whi ch was  evi dent  

throughout  col oni al  rul e and has  endured t hrough the post-col oni al  era t o cont e mporary Ni geria.  

Despite t his  col oni al  hist ory,  Ni geria’s  modern l ocal  government  syste m st arted wit h t he 

refor m of  l ocal  government  i n 1976.  Thi s  refor m ai med t o restruct ure and moder ni ze l ocal  

government  admi nistration,  and t o make it  one of  t he best  i n Africa.  The good i nt enti ons  of  t he 

1976 refor m i ncl uded t he desire t o ext end t he princi pl e of  federation by bringi ng governance t o 
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the grassroots  l evel,  and t o achi eve unifor mit y of  l ocal  government  ad ministrati on across  t he 

federation ( Ol ani pekun,  1988).  Despite t he efforts made i n t he past  to advance co mmunit y 

devel opment,  t he conditions  of  t he r ural  dwellers have not  i mpr oved,  rather  t hey have f urt her  

det eri orat ed.  It  i s  agai nst  t his  background t hat  thi s  st udy assesses  t he  perfor mance of  Local  

Instit utions  on Co mmunit y Devel opment  i n Sout hwestern Ni geria bet ween 1999- 2017.  

Co mmunit y devel opment  i s  an age l ong social  acti vit y i n our  societ y.  Even bef ore t he 

advent  of  t he col oni al  admi nistrati on,  peopl e had at  different  ti mes  in hi st ory,  organi zed 

the msel ves  i nt o gr oups  and had e mpl oyed co mmunal  resources  t o pr ovi de physi cal  i mpr ove ment  

and f uncti onal  facilities i n t heir  respecti ve l ocalities.  For  exa mpl e,  co mmunal  l abour  was  

e mpl oyed i n constructi ng ho mest eads,  cl eari ng far ml ands,  roads,  and even some  public utility 

buil di ngs,  such as  “ Obas” pal ace,  mar ket  st alls and t own halls ( Aki nsorotan and Ol uji de).  So me  

past  atte mpt s  t o achi eve r ural  devel opment  i n Nigeria failed due t o t he oil  boo m i n t he 1970s 

whi ch 

gave peopl e t he erroneous  i mpressi on t hat  government  shoul d pr ovi de all  t heir  needs.  

Consequentl y,  t he spirit  of  self-hel p was  rel egat ed to t he backgr ound.  
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