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ABSTRACT

This study appraised the partidpatory role of wonen in law naking process at the
N geria’s Southwest Houses of Assenbly and ascertained the i npact of wonen inlegislative
functions of State Houses of Assenbly in Southwest Ngeria It also examned womnen
legislators’ challenges and experiences in de nocraticfield These were witha viewto providi ng
infor nation on the output and i npact of wonmen in decision nmaking body that could enhance
de nocratic stahility, unity, peace and governance in Sate Houses of Assenblyin Sout hwest,

N geria

The study nade use of pri mary and secondary sources of data collection. The pri nary
data was sourced through structured interMew of key respondents consisting of purposively
selected wonen legislators, wonen leaders of political parties and nembers of Houses of
Assenblyin Lagos, Ekitiand Oyo States based ont he presence of fairlylarge nunber of wonen
intheir Sate Houses of Assenbly. The criterion for their selection was based on their expert
know edge of politics. Atatal number of 24 respondents were intervewed inthe three staes.
This nunberis duetothefact thatthereisless womenin politicsin proportionto nen, hencethe
sanplesize Ineachstate eight respondents: 2 wonen legislaors, 3 women | eaders of palitical
parties and 3 me nmbers of the Houses of Assenbly were interviewed using purposive sanpling
method. The rationale for their selection was based on their practical knowedge and active
invol ve ment i n partisan politics as card-carrying me mbers of various political parties. Secondary
data were sourced from books, articles, journals, newspapers and other published and
unpublished naterials. Data cdlected were anal ysed using content anal ysis.

The results showed that worren legislaors have been very partidpatoryin legislative

debates especialy as relaing to law naking functions despite their low representation The
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resuts alsoshowed Private M mber Blls are not acomnon activityinthe Sout hwest Houses of
Assenblyin Ngeriaduetoitsrigor and lack of support from NGGs or organisations but t hat
wo men legislators have sponsored diverse notions and bills which have been of socia benefit
especiallyfor wonen and children R nally, the results affir nedt hat, factors such as shunni ng of
ideas and notions, lack of equal know edge of partisan palitics, lack of adequate education, lack
of trust acconmpanied by gossips and political conpetition discri mnation and mnarriage, late
night neetings and sitting are the challenges women legislaorsin Southwest N geria are faced
with

The study concludedthat the wonenlegisla ors has been participatoryinthe law maki ng
process and have positivel y perfor ned | egislative functions in Houses of Assenbly, Sout hwest

N geria
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CHAPTER ONE
I NTRODUCTI ON
11 Backgroundtothe Sudy

d obally, there has been a steady but slow progress inthe rde played by women in
politics because of nen’s nature and domnation, thereby systenatically outnunbering the
wo men fol k especialyin devel oping nations like N geria (Esidene, 2009). Thisis particularly
so because of patriarchal nature of nost African societies where wonen are forcedto play the
second-fiddlethrough certain cultural senti nents. As aresult, there has beena persistert call by
women, scholars, non-governnental organizations (NGGs) and various irnternational
organizations to take action and renmove obstacles li mting wonen’s entry into politics as
wo nen’s participationint he political fiel disi nperative for alasting developnent inany hunan
society (EU 2011 100).

There have been agitations from various international and national organizations for
government of several countriestoi nplenent i nternational i nstrunents ai ned at pratecting and
pronotingthe rights of wonen. Key anongst the misthe Convention onthe Hi mnation of Al
For ns of Oscri mnation Against W men (CEDAW ( Enmakhu, 2013:776). N geria has ratified
one international instrument, the Optional Pratocol to CEDAW(2004), signed and ratifiedt wo
regional instrunents, the African Union Pratocd onthe Rghts of Whmenin Africa and the
Solemm Declaration of Gender Equalityin Africa (Esidene, 2012). More so, the 1995 Beijing
Declaration and the provision of the Convention and Hi mnation of Discri mnatory practices
Against W men ( CEDAW, providethat 30 %of all positionsingovernnent be givento wonen
(Qgbogu, 2012:182), but in spite of this, undertone of gender and ethnicity has hindered

N gerian wo nen.
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Wo nen’s invol ve nent and participationin politics and the electoral process t hroughout
Africa, have received so much acade mc attertion ( Okone, 1996). This constitutes anintegral
part of contenporary discourse on de nocracy and governance. Snce thereturnto de nocratic
path in 1999 the rade of wonen in denocratic affairs has assuned a center stage in public
debates in Ngeria However, opinions are still divided on whether the role of wonenis best
sutedin hone fronts or ineconomc and political actiuties like their nale counterparts ( Luka,
2012).

In support of wonen’s active involvenent in denocratic and political processes in
society, it has been arguedthat a gender-blind politics cannat be saidto be de nocratic neither
can it be credible because equality is an essentia part of a denocratic governnent ( Alah-
Mensah, 2004). Hence, it has been notedt hat a state which e nmbodiesthe culture of de nocracyis
a state that enbraces political participation vibrant ciul society, integration of womnmen and
m norities in all levels of government, protection and pronotion of hunan rights (Huwey,
1998). Wonen’s legal status is closely linked to their political participation and ability to
contribute to societal progress. Akiyode- Adabi and Arogundade (2003), confir ned this by
asserting that equality, devel opnent and peace across all spheres of life cannat be achieved
without the active invol ve nent and irtegration of the wonmen in decision- maki ng process.

Representation of women in politics has been an object of discussion in semnars,
conferences and acade mc gatheringsin N geriasince i ndependence. Regrettally, one i nstituion
that has wtnessedthe glaring under-representation of wonen and domnance of neninthe past
and current N gerian politicsisthe legislaure. The National Assembly andthe State Houses of
Assenbly are wvitad instituions and pivata structures wthin devel oped denocrats charged

pri marily with the basic roe of enacting repealing and reviewng existing laws for the
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devel oprent and wellbeing of citizens. Consideringthe nature and i nportance of thelegislature
infor mulation of polides through legislaions, the election and participation of wonmen into
various parlianents can hel p address femnist agitaions and a her related social problens.

Hstorically, in N geria’s First Republic, only 4 fenalelegislatars were producedinthe
whol e country ( Ngara & Ayabam 2013) and before 1999, the proportion of seats occupied by
wo men in National parlianment never exceeded 3.1%and 5%inthe Federal Executive Council
(Luka, 2012). Sincethereturn of civil rueinthe countryin 1999, statistics reveal that wonen’s
overall political representation in N geria’s governnent is less than 7 percent ( Agbal g ohi,
2010). Considering the 2011 elections in the Southwest Houses of Assembly in N geria 7
wo men out of 41 e nbers were at the Lagos State House of Assenbly, in Oyo State there was
only 1 wonman who was the Speaker of the House out of 32 e mbers; Ekiti Sate had 4 wonen
out of 26 nenbers; Ondo state had 1 woman out of 26 menbers; Ogun State House had 2
women while Gun State House of Assenbly had no wonan legislator ( Ngara & Ayabam
2013).

Despitethe fact that thereis considerableincreasei ntherepresentationratio of wonento
men in Ngeriasince 1999, it is no longer news that representation of wonen is still lowin
conparisontothe nmeninthe politics of N geriaespecialyinthe Southwest region Againstthis
backdrop, this study seeksto highlight the achievements of wonenlegislators, focusing ontheir
contributionto de nocratic growt h and devel opment. Aso, the studyintendstoanal ysetheroles
of the fewelected womeninthe legslative ar mof governnent. Hstorically, N gerian wo men
during the colonia era were known to have been actively invol ved inthe struggles agai nst
oppressi ve and expl aitative colonial powers. Agood exanpleisthe Aba wonmenria of 1929 a

product of vidence against colonial excessive tax An understanding of the history of women
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achievenentsin N gerian politicsistherefore crucial inorder toenphasizetheir particpationin

contenporary Ngerian politics.
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