




labour. preparation of r l ~ c  ~iccded man power that maintains the societal socio- 
t.c.onornic and political survival. Teaching is obviously done to the advantage of 
scliool going students and thc Nation. To attain this feat, scholars need to get 
ccrtrt'icated. It is the dedication and untiring effort of teachers that make such 
acliicvernent possible. 

As i t  is ol'teri said, no  nation can rise above the level of her education. This 
is w l ~ y  tile teaelling profession needs attention. The Federal Government, the 
iriclustl-121 set up, philantrophists and other successful professional bodies can give 
rile ~ieeclcd attention. 

1 )ch~)ite tI1e j~oor coriclition of' the teacher, the demand for education, have 
hecrl c)ri ari alarrriirig increase over the years. The primary schools, secondary 
scliools and urliversitics are overcrowded with learners. The number of. 
prot'cssiorlal teachers have beer1 depleted such that the National Universities . .  

('or~~~rii>?;iori ( NlJC) rcco~~i~~lcrldation of onc tcacher to 24 students iri the ~ a c u l t ~  : 

0 1 '  I : c l ~ ~ ~ i t t i c ) ~ i  i l l  Nigeria11 IJ~iivcrsitics have Illore than tippled. Under this situation, 
t'acil ities, riiaterials t o r  teacliirig, infrastructure and social amenities have been ' .  

over-stretched. There art: no current textbooks, no funds for research work and 
opportunity to attend conferences and workshop which the professional teacher 
11ettci !i)r personal development all have almost been forgotten for lack of funds 
recluir.ed to test new ideas as well as open up new areas of teaching strategy. 

Sitlcc \lie curriciilurn has not changed, and teachers have not changed form 
thc~r  cor~vcrltional nietliods of' instructing learners, these are crisis that educational 
tccliriology sliou~d address. They should be addressed because inavailability of 
textl)ook malerials, projected and non projected material and other human and 
material resources if  made available could encourage undergraduate 
tcaclier~/lresllr~lrn to take to teaching as well as remain at the teaching jobs. 
IJnforru~lately, the biting economic crisis, resulting from the depression which the 
world is experiencing in present times seems to encourage teachers to search for 
golden tleece elsewhere. This trend should be arrested. If freshers perception of 
teacliirlg is absolutely negative, this is a problem that Nigeria and Ghana.shou'ld 
rise ~ 1 1 )  1 0  solve. 'I'I1e solution will perhaps came up when methods of delivery is 
~liar~gccl, all cxl~csir~iclit witti the ;tudio tape dcvicc as teaching strategy could 
charlge this. 

Literature Review 

'I'he training of teachers come in several form; books audio and videotapes; 
co~lll)uter-basL.d tutorials and various types of live instruction. But the conventional 
leacliilig ~iiodel is the vogue of training teacheys. As at present, in mdst educational 
sys tc r~~,  the teaclicr ti)rnis a niodel of students' knowledge. Teachers are 



responsible for placing learners i n  a situariorl whcrc tlicy c;\rl I ~ c  Iiclpcd to increase 
their knowledge. (Heines and O'shca 1985). kIowcv:r. lack 01' irivol~'i~lg some 
other media in instmction;~l e1clivc1-y to 1c:trncrs is a c o r ~ i ~ ~ ~ o r i  ~rol~1e111 that is 
eypcrienccd at the different levels o f  the cducational system. 111 Akinyerni's ( 1  986) 
opinion, educational ~naterials tends to tllrcatcn teachers aricl their cconomic 
security. That apart, lack of technologica! knowri 11ow 2nd lack of irlfrastructural 
facilities are additional problems which creates fear in tcachcrs 2nd tiehar then1 
from changing their teaching strategies. 

. 
In thc words of Henry Adams (1908) tcacllcr al'l'ects ctcrrlity; he c;iri ricvcr 

tell where his influence stops. Meaning that teaching is irltlispcrisal~lc to tlic 
preservation and improvement of any nation. Stating f'r~rtlier, to i~riprove teacher 
education is to improve teaching; to improve teaching is to i rrlprcve scliools; to 
improve the schools is to strengthen the next generation; to s~rengthen the next 
generation is a social duty of all magnitude. 

The involvcrncnt of cducatiorlal technology rnatcri;ils is sccrl t o  rcclucc the 
teachers' burden of inf'orn~atio~~ disscminatiorl, to Icarl~crs. Iii~icllcr ( 1973) confirnls 
in a study that Inan leans by cxpericncirig. by seeing arld cloirig things. Since the 
learner would only rcnicrnbcr 10% of' what Iic rcads. 20%1 of' what Ilc hear. 30% 
of what he see, 50% of what he sce 2nd hear. 70% of what 11c say, 90% of what 
he says as he docs a thing, i t  becomes irnperativc for tcaclicrs to involve the use 
of relevant inaterials i ~ i  their teaching. 

Akinyemi (1986) found that cxposurc of teachers to a11 cxllibition rnotivated 
the use of low cost instructional materials in thcir teaching. Necessity they say is 
the mother of invention. Bearing on knowledge explosion, overcrowded classroom 
and general overpopulation of school going children, there is [lie need for teacher 
training orientation towards the use of cducational technology material. The audio 
[ape which is relatively cheap and easy to operate with battericc in absence of 
electricity is being proposcd. Will intending teachers usc tllcnl willirigly to learners 
advantage during the teachirlg practice csercisc?. 

Akinoia (1989) discovered that stildcrits recogrlisctl rllc ir~lportance of 
teaching practice as a component of' their trairling ;1nd h a t  tllcy valuc thc practical 
teaching practicc cxcrcisc morc than tlie tllcorctical course ~vork that proceeds i t .  

Allen and Clark (1967) puts i t  that skill should hc pract5ed. Teaching 
practice skill should form the laboratory cspcricncc before strlclerits are supervised 
in schools. 



C ' , L I I ~ I C ; L I  ct ;11 (1977) prot'essed that a teachers' attitude affects the way he 
preserlts the 111;itcrial to students arid that the mode of presentation in tllrn affects 
stutlcnts ;icIlic\~cl~icnt. The lack of' knowledge about what instructional materials 
to teach witli, i.4 tl~ercfore see11 to ;~f'fcct learners performance. 

I<otllll~;~~i \ 1009) rcport(:(l [llat [ C ; I C ~ I C ~  ch;tr;tcteristics arid students' learning 
are af't'cctccl by  tcachers qualifications, cxpcrienccs, and sub-jcct knowledge. These 
were f i ~ ~ l i d  I O  positively relate to students !c;~rning. Oyeneyin (1979) also observed 
that teacliers clualil'ication a~lcl cxpcricncc influence Inastcry of some science 
collcept learning. 

The teachers on training often aspire to gain teaching experience, they often 
look ti)~.wal-tl to clualify as professiorlnl teacher. I-Iowever, i t  is the kind of training 
expet-ic1lce.4 III ; I [  I'~.eslicrs receive while undergoing training that they give out when 
they eve~ltually clualit'y. This sl~oulcl not be so. 'Tc:~chers should be creative and 
s l ~ o ~ l ~ l  ir~ll~il)c irlrlov:~tive tccllrlicluc ot' teacllirlg with irlstructiorial materials. 

Bobby (1976) o n  study of quality of education in developing countries, 
states [tiat ~~nt ra ined  teachers use formal methods of teaching which naturally 
degenerates into abstract verb;llism too difficult for learners to understand. This 
is why audio tape and other instructional materials should be used to teach. 
Reduction of verbalism will lead to learners increase in knowledge gain through 
the use of educational technology material. 

Purpose ot' the Study 

'Tile stutly irivcstigatcs the perception of' f'rcshers on the issue of teaching and use 
of audio tape to teach as opposed to the conventional methods of instructing 
lear~icrs. 'I'lie l'ollowing questions will serve as a guide to the study. 

Research Q11cst ions 

I .  Will I'rcsher pret'er tile conventional ~ncthod of'teaching to the use of 
:tiltlio t:tpc? 

7 - .  Is there any signific::nt dif'fcrcnce in freshmen's perceived effects of 
teaching with audio rape as compared to the conventional method? 

r .  I 11e Ii~llowi~lg Iiypotlleses were tested. . 
1 .  'I'here is no dif'krence in freshmen's attitude to the use of 

co~lventional and audio taped instructional teaching methods. 



2. There is no significant difference in Freshmen's perceived effects of 
audio taped instructional method as compared with the conventional 
method of teaching. 

Methodology 

The study sample were (250) malelfemale freshmen that registered for the 
Education course, EDU 101, titled an introduction to the teaching profession 
during the 1996197 harmattan semester. At pre registration time, subjects were 
asked to indicate willingneSs/unwillingness to teach after the four year training in 
the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. Subjects werc from the sciences, social 
science and the humanities discipline. The age of participants lies between 17 and 
37 years. 

Instrumentation 

The test instrument was a self designed Questionnaire with 14 items titled 
Freshmen's perception to the use of Audio tape for instructional purpose (FPATI).. 
  he response of subjects to the questionnaire items is either Ycs or No. 

Validity 

The questionnaire items were validated by a team of six competent teachers 
from the Faculty of Education. The face and content validity enabled the 
researcher to administer the test instrument to the targeted audience. 

Tasks and Procedure 

Subjects in class situation were served with the questionnaire for their 
response. The importance of completing the test instrument properly was explained 
to participants. The filing of the questionnaire took up to forty minutes after which 
the completed questionnaire were collected from them. 

Data Analysis 

Data were analysed using inferential statistics of percentages, mean score 
and standard deviation. 

Results 
1 
i 
Y 

Of the 250 testing instruments that was served on the participant only 192 
questionnaire were properly completed giving a 76.8 percent of useable 
qucstiomaire. 



From the pre registration data that was gathered concerning Freshmen 
interest to teach, only 56 out of250 subjects meaning 22.4 percent of Freshers 
indicated willingness to teach after the four years training programme. 

The hypothesis one that Was tested is stated as follow: 

Hypothesis 1 

There is no difference in Freshmen's attitude to the use of 
conventional and audio taped instructional teaching method Results are 
presented in Table 1 

Table 1 
R s p n s e s  of Freshmen to Questionnaire on Attitude to the 

Use of Audio tape nnd Conventional Method of Teaching 

SlNo Variable A g m  Percent Disagree Percent 

I .  I have tnugl\t hcfnrc 27 (14.06) 165 (85.93) 

2. 1 like teaching I07 (55.73) 85 (44.27) 

3. 1 like my teacher 1 82 (34.79) 10 (5.208) 

4. 1 don't like his method o f  teaching 77 (40.10) 115 (59.89) 

5. I will teach with relevant Inst. Materials 164 (85.41) 28 (14.58) 

8. Most teachers taught me using audiotape 42 (21.88) 150 (78.13) , 
I I 

I I. I like to teach others 151 (78.64) 41 (21.351 

13. 1 can use audio tap to teach 79 (41.15) 113 (58.85) 
I 

14. 1 cannnt use audio tape to 1b3ch 1 84 (95.83) 08 (4.16) 

From the table 1,  it is observed that the attitude of learners to teacher and 

1 
the method of teaching is positive. Meaning that learners perception and attitude : 1 to teaching with audio tape device is agreeable. Results from analysed data in table 
1 hrther showed that subjects of study will teach with audio tape and other 
relevant instructional materia. Hypothesis 1 is however fond tenable since only 42 

i (21.88) attests that they have been taught through the audio tape device. 

Hypothesis 2 

There is no significant difference in Freshmen's perceived effects of audio 
taped instructional method as compared with the conventional method of teaching. 

Results of analysed data are as presented in Table 2. 



Table 2 
Frcshn~cn' pcrccivcd cffccts of tcnching with Audio 7'apc 

No 192 

- From table 2, variable (6) and (10) on cffccts of audio tapc in teaching as 
perceived by subject of study is negative. Although 169 (88.02) pcrccnt of subject 
of study agreed that audio tapc device reduces abstraction. Since 180 (96.87) of 
all responses to variable 7, is positive for the use of' Clialkt>oartl. Iiypotlicsis 2 is 
rejected. Meaning that therc is significant dif'ti.rencc in thc pcrccivccl cl'lbcts of 
teaching using conventional as cornparcd to tllc effect of teaching with autlio raped 
device. 

Discussion 

1 

SIN 

6 .  

7. 

10. 

12. 

The use of conventional method of tcacliirlg have been irnl>il~cd hy tcaclicrs 
at all levels of the education system for a long time. The rncthod which future 
teachers will imbibe should be teaching with ir~structional ~natcrials gcncrally . The 
case of audio tape which this survey has studied proved that concerted effort 
should be mounted in order to see to it  that teaching is carried out usirlg relevarlt 
materials. From the finding of this study, Freshmen arc not decided as to whether 
they prefer the conventional to the use of audio tape device to teach with. This 
may be a result of the small number, i.c. only 27 (14.06) percerit of subject of 
study have teaching experience. Since majority of subjects have not had any formal 
training on teaching, untrained teacher should be trained along the lirie of the use 
of audio visual media so that tcaching will not dcgencratc to vcl~alisr~i l3ot1l~v 
(1976) assumption that state that unt~aincd tcachcrs use formal ~iictllocl of' rcacllirig 
is thus confirmed. 

In the finding of the present study, teachers method of teaclling and their 
attitude to teaching affect the learners they tcach. This is also supporting (Contreal 
1977) finding. 

Variablc 

Audio is morc cffectivc 

Thc chalk board i s  rnorc cffcctivc 
than audio 

Audio tape is more cffccrivc in 
rcnchir~g i~ group. . 
Audio !ape reduces ahsrraction 

Aprcc 

96 
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49 
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Conclusion 

The effects which teaching through audio tape device will have on learners 
are many. Apart from making learning easy, i t  also stimulate learners perception 
to the content. Learners behaviour will be affected, they have to listen with rapt 
attention. 'The possibility of repetition is quite possible on audio tape. From finding 
of learners response to the questionnaire items, it is pertinent to encourage the use 
of audio tape in teaching and in training teachers. Teachers should be innovative. 
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