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ABSTRACT 

The st udy sought t o understand Pent ecost alis m and t he manage ment of spousal vi ol ence 

a mong Beni n wo men of Edo St at e Ni geria. The st udy also assessed how Pent ecost al churches 

manage t he inci dences of spousal vi ol ence a mong her fe mal e me mbers. It identified the for ms of 

soci al, spiritual or psychol ogi cal supports wo men recei ve from Pent ecost al churches. It also 

appraised how adequat e are t hese supports i n t he light of t hose who benefited from such servi ces. 

Expl orat ory research design was adopt ed i n t his study. In-dept h i ntervi ews were conduct ed 

across t he st udy targets. In all, a total of t hirt y t wo intervi ew sessi ons were conduct ed i n t he st udy 

locati on. Twent y four i ntervi ews were conduct ed wit h the wo men; seven i ntervi ews wit h t he 

Past ors and one i ntervi ew wit h t he Coor di nat or of SOTHAWACA sel ected for t he st udy. The 

select ed Pent ecost al churches based on Gai ya (2002) t ypol ogy of Ni gerian Pent ecost al churches 

are: Miracl e, Prosperity, Fait h and Holi ness Pent ecost al churches. Omega Fire Mi nistry 

Internati onal is “miracl e” focused. The Church of God Mi ssi on is a “prosperit y” preachi ng 

Pent ecost al church. Redee med Christian Church of God is a “faith based” Pent ecost al church 

whil e; the Deeper Life Bi bl e Church is under “holi ness” teachi ng church. Beni n Cit y was 

pur posi vel y selected because it is renowned as the cruci bl e for Pent ecostalis m move ment i n 

Ni geria. Fi el d dat a was presented usi ng Z- Y i ndex tabl es while cont ent analysis was used for t he 

anal ysis of dat a.  

The fi ndi ngs reveal ed t hat Pent ecost al churches manage t he inci dences of spousal vi ol ence 

through t he marriage and counselli ng committee in collaborati on wit h the Past ors when t hey 

medi at e by counselli ng and prayi ng for t he abused and t he abuser. It was observed t hat there are 

taboos in Beni n t hat restricts wo men from speaking out agai nst vi ol ence and di vorce is not an 

opti on duri ng vi ol ence. Likewi se, Pent ecost al doctrine also preaches submi ssi on of t he wo man t o 
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the aut hority of t he man. Most wo men di d not admit the existence of spousal vi olence i n t he church 

basi call y because t hey swor n before t he altar ‘t o hol d and t o cherish, in sickness and i n healt h … 

till deat h do t he m part’. The fi ndi ngs also reveal ed t hat the mai n i dentifiable for m of support t hat 

vi cti ms of spousal vi ol ence recei ved from t he Pentecost al church is the spirit ual support. Prayer 

was seen as t he sol uti on to all marital probl e ms. Ho wever, some wo men cl ai med t hat t hey also 

recei ved some ki nd of emoti onal support from t he “wo men meeti ngs” which t hey attended duri ng 

the week. In t he sa me vein, the marriage and counselli ng committee of t he church also showed 

care and l ove t o t he vi ctims of spousal vi ol ence. Furt her more, it was reveal ed from t he fi ndi ngs 

that the adequacy of t he for ms of support showed when an abused or abuser exhi bited some l evel 

of commit ment t o church activities.  

The st udy concl uded t hat spousal vi olence can be managed a mong Beni n wo men of Edo 

St at e by usi ng t he Christian beliefs and doctri nes of Pent ecost alis m.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

I NTRODUCTI ON 

1. 1 Background to the St udy 

 

Spousal vi ol ence has been on t he increase in recent ti me. Amongst t he most cel ebrat ed 

case in Ni geria was t he Ar owol o’s case. Titilayo Ar owol o, a 27-year-old mot her of one was 

gr uesomel y stabbed t o deat h by her husband. She suffered secretl y and bore the pai ns of spousal 

vi ol ence perpet uat ed by her husband, Kol ade, i n their Isol o home i n Lagos whi ch resulted i n her 

col d-bl ooded mur der. The public out cry that greet ed t he inci dence was pheno menal as many 

Ni gerians united agai nst this degree of vi ol ence and t he accused was prosecut ed and execut ed 

publicl y. Titilayo’s case was j ust one a mong several inci dences t hat occur but most ti mes t hese 

inci dences go unreported and unheard of. More often t han not, spousal viol ence is shrouded i n 

perpet ual silence, this has strengt hened and unfettered t he occurrence of t his soci al mal ady.  

In Ni geria, Al uko & Al uko (2007) stressed t hat many cult ures have beliefs, nor ms and 

soci al instit utions t hat legiti mi ze and, t herefore, perpet uat e gender-based vi ol ence. Cult ural 

practices and religi ous beliefs has mi ngl ed t o reinf orce and strengt hen spousal vi ol ence. These 

cult ural practices and religi ous beliefs whi ch are synony mous across t he country hol ds t hat t he 

man is the head of t he house and has t he great est control and decisi on- maki ng powers i n t he fa mil y. 

On marriage, the man is expected t o pay t he bri de price t o t he fa mil y of t he bri de. This payment 

of bri de price has led t o the idea of ownershi p of the wo man, t he exchange of bri de price bei ng 

evi dence of a commercial transacti on.  

Among t he Igbos, cult ural subordi nati on manifests itself in mal e chil d preference; ri gi d 

gender-specific roles; certai n marriage and burial cust oms, i ncl udi ng har mf ul wi dowhood 

practices; and excl usi on from certai n pri vileges, inheritance entitlements, and rit uals li ke t he 

Kol anut blessi ng. Si mil arly, Ezeah (2013) i n a study at Uzo- Uwani Local Government Area of 
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Enugu St ate on t he soci o econo mi c and cult ural processes associ ated wit h do mestic vi ol ence i n 

the rural area noted t hat vi ol ence agai nst wo men is cl osel y li nked t o t he instit ution of marriage. 

Marriage related nor ms and practices rei nforce wo men’s relati ve powerlessness, often exposi ng 

the m t o domestic vi ol ence. Earl y marriage is generally preval ent i n Enugu state.  

Thi s pict uresque of cultural subor di nati on and wo men subj ugati on is evi dent i n ot her 

cult ures i n Ni geria. Li kewi se, Beni n whi ch is the area of t his st udy is the cruci bl e of Pent ecost alis m 

in Ni geria ( Osezua, 2013a). Outsi de the church cycl es, some Beni n cult ural practices also promot e 

and l ower t he stat us of wo men. Oghi (2014) hi ghli ghted pri mogeniture, hereditary titles, 

successi on ri ghts t o propert y, and rit ual duties passed t o t he el dest son as cust oms and traditi ons 

whi ch charact erized pre-col oni al Beni n. On hereditary titles, onl y el dest mal e chil dren whose 

mot hers were traditi onally married to t he deceased man had t he right t o i nherit or succeed t heir 

fat hers subj ect to satisfactory perfor mance of t he necessary rites.  

Cust om pl ays si gnificant role i n t he organi zati on of t he fa mil y a mong t he Beni n peopl e. 

Wi t hi n the Beni n cult ural cont ext, wo men are consi dered as strangers i n their nat al home aft er 

marriage, si nce she is seen as a man’s propert y (Osezua, 2013b). In t he sa me vei n, Isi bor (2010) 

argues that a wo man is expect ed t o kneel down whi le presenti ng her husband wit h a glass of wat er 

or while servi ng his meals. Such cult ural practices and expectati ons al ongsi de wit h reli gi ous 

doctri nes coul d affect women’s dispositi on t owar ds spousal vi ol ence.  

Spousal vi ol ence is present i n di verse cult ures, and househol ds i ncl udi ng t hose wit h strong 

religi ous val ues ( Kr oeger and Nason- Cl ark, 2001). In t he literat ure, spousal vi ol ence is defi ned as 

a synony m of domestic violence. Al okan (2013) added t hat domestic vi ol ence also mean spousal 

abuse, domestic abuse, batteri ng, fa mil y vi ol ence, vi olence agai nst wo men and i nti mat e part ner 

vi ol ence. As an abusi ve behavi our, it coul d be perpetrated by one part ner agai nst anot her i n an 

inti mat e relati onshi p such as marriage, dati ng, fa mil y and cohabitati on. The most ext ensi vel y 
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conduct ed st udy on gender vi ol ence was t he World Healt h Or gani zati on’s multi-country st udy on 

wo men’s healt h and domestic vi ol ence agai nst women whi ch i nvol ved more t han 24, 000 wo men 

in ten countries around the worl d. The st udy reveal ed t hat gender based domestic vi ol ence 

seri ousl y affects wo men’s healt h and t he level of violence varied greatl y both wit hi n and bet ween 

countries ( W. H. O Su mmary Report, 2005). 

 Spousal vi ol ence cut across boundaries and bor ders regardl ess of social, econo mi c, 

cult ural or reli gi ous group. Alt hough, t here are some unnoticed cases of viol ence on men, but t he 

para mount and perpl exi ng effects of t his vi ol ence is felt by mostl y wo men.  It is perti nent t o not e 

that vi olence agai nst women have attract ed concerns from i nt ernati onal human ri ghts i nstrument s 

like t he Conventi on on t he Eli mi nati on of All Forms of Di scri mi nati on against Wo men ( CEDAW) 

adopt ed by t he United Nations General Asse mbl y, the Conventi on on t he Rights of t he Chil d, and 

the Pl atfor m for Acti on adopt ed at the Fourt h Internati onal Conference on Wo men i n Beiji ng i n 

1995, yet the scourge gat hers mo ment um dail y unfettered. Even, a UN resol uti on desi gnat ed 

Nove mber 25 as Int ernational Day for t he Eli mi nati on of Vi olence agai nst Wo men. In t he sa me 

vei n, 16 days of acti vism agai nst vi ol ence agai nst wo men is observed yearl y and t he ca mpai gn 

desi gnat ed ‘ Unite t o End Vi olence agai nst Wo men’ was launched. Despite all these, the vi ol ence 

escal ates dail y i n different househol ds and communities ( Oj o, 2013; Ine, 2012).  

Apart from t he fact that most cult ures i n Ni geria are patriarchal i n nat ure, ot her fact ors, such as 

cult ural beliefs, reli gi ous val ues and practices account for t he growi ng silence of wo men i n abusi ve 

relati onshi ps. In t his directi on, Nason- Cl ark (2009) discussed t hat wo men in abusi ve relati onshi ps 

are constrai ned and silenced by t heir reli gi ous values. The reason gi ven by Nason 
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