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ABSTRACT

The study sought to understand Pentecostalismand the nanage nent of spousal vidence
among Benin women of Edo Sate Ngeria The study also assessed how Pentecostal churches
manage the incidences of spousal vidence anong her fermale ne nbers. It identified the for ns of
social, spiritual o psychol ogical supports women receive from Perntecostal churches. It also
appraised howadequate are these supports inthe light of those who benefited fromsuch servi ces.

Expl oratory research design was adoptedinthis study. In-depthirtervews were conducted
across the study targets. In all, atatal of thirtytwo interviewsessions were conductedinthe study
location Twenty four intervews were conducted wththe women; seven interviews wth the
Pastors and one interview wth the Coordnator of SOTHAWACA selected for the study. The
selected Pentecostal churches based on Giiya (2002) typd ogy of Ngerian Pentecostal churches
are.  Nlracle, Prosperity, Faith and Hboliness Pentecostal churches. Omega Fre Ministry
International is “mracle” focused The Church of God Mssion is a “prosperity” preaching
Pentecostal church Redeened Christian Church of (od is a “faith based” Pentecostal church
while; the Deeper Life Bible Church is under “holiness” teaching church Benin Gty was
purposi vel y selected because it is renowned as the crucible for Pentecostaism novenent in
N geria FHeld data was presented using Z Yindex tables while content analysis was used for the
anal ysis of data

The findings reveal edthat Pertecostal churches nanage the inci dences of spousal v dence
through the narriage and counselling comnittee in cdlaboration wth the Pastors when they
mediate by counselling and praying for the abused and the abuser. It was observed that there are
taboos in Beninthat restricts wonen fromspeaking out against vidence and divorce is nat an

option during idence. Likewse, Pentecostal doctrine also preaches submssion of the woman to
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the authority of the man. Most wonen did not ad mit the existence of spousal videnceinthe church
basicall y because they sworn before the altar ‘tohol d and to cherish insickness and in health ...
till death do the mpart’. The findings alsorevealed that the nainidentifiable for mof support that
victi ng of spousal vidence recei ved fromthe Pentecosta churchisthe spiritual support. Prayer
was seen as the sduion to dl narital problens. However, sone womnen clai ned that they also
recei ved sone kind of emotional support fromthe “wonen neetings” which they attended during
the week Inthe same vein the marriage and counselling committee of the church also showed
care and love tothe victins of spousal vidence. Further nore, it was reveal ed fromthe findings
that the adequacy of the for ns of support showed when an abused or abuser exhi bited sone level

of commt nent to church actiwities.

The study concl uded that spousal vidence can be managed anong Beninwo nen of Edo

State by usingthe Christian beliefs and doctrines of Pentecostalism
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CHAPTER ONE
I NTRODUCTI ON
1 1 Background tothe Study

Spousal vidence has been on the increase inrecent ti ne. Anongst the most celebrated
case in Ngeria was the Aowolo’s case. Titilayo Aowolo a 27-year-dd nother of one was
gruesonel y stabbed to death by her husband She suffered secretly and bore the pains of spousal
vi dence perpetuated by her husband, Kolade, intheir Isdo hone in Lagos which resutedin her
cold-blooded murder. The public outcry that greeted the incidence was phenonenal as nany
N gerians united against this degree of vidence and the accused was prosecuted and executed
publidy. Titilayo’s case was just one anong several incidences that occur but nost ti nes these
incidences go unreported and unheard of. Mbre often than na, spousal violence is shrouded in
perpetual silence, this has strengthened and unfettered the occurrence of this social nal ady.

In Ngeriagz Auko & Auko (2007) stressed that many cultures have beliefs, nor ns and
social imstitwions that legiti mze and, therefore, perpetuate gender-based vidence. Quiltural
practices and religous beliefs has mingled to reinforce and strengthen spousal vidence. These
cultural practices and religous beliefs which are synonynous across the country hol ds that the
man isthe head of the house and has the greatest contra and decision- naki ng powersinthe fanly.
On nmarriage, the nanis expectedto pay the bride pricetothe fanily of the bride. This paynent
of bride price has ledtothe idea of ownership of the wonan, the exchange of bride price being
evidence of a comnercial transacti on

Anong the Igbos, cutural subord nation nanifests itself in nale child preference; rigd
gender-specific rdes;, certain narriage and burid custons, incuding har nful wdowhood
practices; and exclusion from certain privileges, inheritance ertitlenents, and rituals like the

Kolanut Hessing S mlarly, Ezeah (2013) in astudy a Wo- Unani Local Governnent Aea of
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Enugu Sate onthe socio economc and cultural processes associated wth domestic vidence in
the rural area noted that vidence against wonen is dosely linked to the institution of marriage.
Marriage related nor ns and practices reinforce wo nen’s relative powerlessness, often exposing
themto donestic vidence. Early narriage is generaly prevalernt in Enugu stae.

This picturesque of cultural subord nation and wo nmen subjugation is evident in a her
cuturesin Ngeria Likewi se, Benin whichisthe area of thisstudyisthe crucible of Pentecostalism
in Ngeria(Gezua, 2013a). Qutsidethe church cycles, sone Benincutural practices also pronote
and lower the status of wonen Qghi (2014) highlighted pri nogeniture, hereditary titles,
succession rights to property, and ritual duties passedtothe el dest son as custons and traditi ons
which characterized pre-colonial Benin On hereditary titles, only el dest male children whose
mot hers were traditionally narried tothe deceased nman had the right toinherit or succeed their
fathers subject to satisfactary perfor mance of the necessary rites.

Customplays significant rde inthe organization of the famly anong the Benin people.
Wthinthe Benin cutural context, wonen are considered as strangers intheir natal hore after
marriage, since she is seen as a man’s property (Osezua, 2013b). Inthe sane vein Isibor (2010)
argues that a woman is expectedto kneel down while presenting her husband wtha dass of water
or while servng his neals. Such cutural practices and expectations alongside wth religous
doctrines coul d affect wonmen’s dispositiontowards spousal vidence.

Spousal vdenceis present ind verse cutures, and househal ds i ncl udi ngthose with strong
religous val ues ( Koeger and Nason- Qark 2001). Inthe literature, spousal vi dence is defined as
a synonymof domnestic vidence. Aokan (2013) added that donestic vidence also nean spousal
abuse, donestic abuse, battering famly vidence, idence against wonen and irti nate partner
vidence. A an abusive behaviour, it could be perpetrated by one partner against anather in an

intinate relationship such as narriage, dating famly and cohabitation The mnost extensively
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conducted study on gender vidence was the World Health Q gani zation’s multi-country study on
wo nen’s health and domestic vid ence against wonmen which invol ved nore than 24, 000 wonen
inten countries around the world The study revealed that gender based donestic vidence
seriousl y affects wonen’s health and the level of vidence varied greatly both wthin and bet ween
countries ( WH O Summary Report, 2005).

Spousal vidence cut across boundaries and borders regardess of socia, economec,
cultural or religous group. Athough, there are some unnaticed cases of violence on nen, but the
paramount and perplexi ng effects of this vidence is felt by nostly wonen. It is pertinent to nate
that vidence against wonen have atracted concerns frominternational hurmman rights instruments
likethe Convention onthe Hi mnation of Al Forms of Dscri nination against W nen (CEDAW
adopted by the United Nations General Assenbly, the Convention onthe Rghts of the Child and
the Aatfor mfor Action adopted a the Fourth International Conference on Wb men in Beijingin
1995, et the scourge gathers nonentum daily unfettered BEven a UN resd uion designated
Nove mber 25 as International Day for the Hi mination of \idence against Wb nen. Inthe sane
vein 16 days of activism against vidence against womnen is observed yearly and the canpaign
designated ‘ Uniteto End Molence against Wonen’ was launched Despite dl these, the vidence
escalates dail yin dfferent househol ds and communities (Qo, 2013, Ine, 2012).

Apart fromthe fact that most cutures in Ngeriaare patriarchal in nature, other factars, such as
cultural beliefs, relig ous val ues and practices account for the grow ng silence of worenin abusi ve
relationships. Inthis drection Nason- Aark (2009) dscussedthat wonen in abusive rel ationshi ps

are constrai ned and silenced by their relig ous values. The reason given by Nason
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