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Preface 

Twenty years is a long time in the history of any individual, 
association or nation. During this period of time, a lot is expected 
to have been accomplished in several areas of human endeavour. 
Apart from the  removal of cultural and  moral barriers, new 
innovations and frontiers could also be created. 

It is in view of the above that the Association of Nigerian Authors 
(ANA) decided to organize a colloquium to mark in August 2006, 
the 20 years anniversary of the winning of the Nobel Prize in 
Literature by Professor Wole Soyinka. Our intention was not just 
to celebrate the literary icon, but to also discuss the progress made 
in the fields f Literature, Governance and Development on the 
continent du*  lng this period. It was our hope that through the 
colloquium, :.ve would be able to reflect upon and learn from the 
happenings and consequently devise signposts for the future of  
Africa. In pursuing this objective, w e  selected an array of scholars 
both in Africa and the Diaspora, cutting across all age groups to 
brainstorm on the theme of the colloquium. 

Judging from the quality of the presentations and debates that 
emanated from the discourse, w e  are glad to observe that the 
objective of the colloquiu~n has been met and even surpassed. 
With the publication of this book, it is belie~.ed that the debate 
and discourse ivill continue. 

I wish to thank the contributors, editors as well as the publisher 
for rising up to the occasion even within a very short period of 
time. I also wish to commend the ANA executive council, our  
sponsors as ~vel l  as all the participants at the colloqc~ium for a 
remarkable achie\re~nent. 

Wale Olcediran 
President, Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA) 
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I Introductiola: African Politics 

l and Letters after Soyinka's 
Nobel Prize 

As it has been well acknowledged across the globe, Wole Soyinka 
is a leading figure when it comes to assessing Africa's contribution 
to world literature in contemporaly times. He is, no doubt, a 
commit ted  writer whose literary oeuvre blends in laudable 
measure, political engagement with artistic virtuosity. Here is a 
writer who is also a political activist, social crusader, cultural 
philosopher, literary theorist, mythopoet, dramatist, director, actor, 
film producer, essayist, critic a n d  t rans la tor  a m o n g  o the r  
designations. Soyinka's works well exemplify the interventionist 
role of the Afr-ican writer in politics, not only because the literature 
itself is born in the labour room of politics, but also because of 
the historical role of midwife constantly placed on the shoulders 
of statesmen, philosophers and intellectuals (among ivhom writers 
are) in the birth of a liberated and truly developing continent. 
Hence ,  his ar ts  and  politics leap beyond tile text i1::o the  
bewildering realm of everyday realiry confronting absurdities on 
the  s treets  as well as in the State House. Soyinl;a's adroit 
exploration of the indigenous African and \\restern artistic resoul-ces, 
written and oral, in this regard, has been well accounted for in 
literature. This much was not lost on the judges of the Nobel 
Prize when he was awarded that of Literature in 19SG. 

Expectedly, the award generated different reactions in different 
quarters, from sharing of palm ~uine  in calabashes among fi-iends 
to shrugging of shoulders in citlier indifierence 01- indignarion 
among detractors. To some, i t  was a landr-uark achievement for 
the  writer, African literature and polit!.. To some,  (quite a n  
insignificant lot though), it i\!ns a Western prize a ~ \ , a ~ - d e d  by 
IVcsterners to another \Yesternel; but this time, from a difterent 
clime. Nonetheless, the a~vard \\.as celebrated across rile glol~e. In 
one instance, the Association of Xigerian Authors (..IN.\) hostcd 
a n  Internat ional  Conference in 19S8 in A b ~ ~ j a .  :1111ids~ the 



the ccononiic clianccs of corifcrcnce-holding elites ivithout any 
impact on the lives of the ordinary African woman who inhabits 
the fringe of rural arid urban existence. 

In the realm of literature, writers l i l e  Ben Okri, Niyi Osundare 
and Festus Iyayi as well as Amanda Adichie and Seffi Atta among 
others, have won international literary prizes. The post-Nobel 
years witnessed a burst of  creative energy from young writers, 
male and female. However, in spite of increasing activities on the 
literary scene, the socioecono~~iic and political ambiance in which 
the nrriters operate cannot be said to be sufficiently auspicious. 
The reading cu1tu1-e is in acute jeopardy, threatened in the rnain 
by declining literacy rate, economic hardship and stern competition 
from other modes of  cultural expressions like the  film, video, 
satellite tele\.ision and ICT with its discouragernent of the paper 
text. 

It  is against the backdrop of  the African reality constructed in 
the foregoing that the Association c f  Nigerian Authors organized 
another  round  o f  stocli-taking. The  occasion w a s  the  20th 
annivel-sary of So!,inkn's Nobel Prize which was marked with an 
international colloquiuni froni the 25th to 26th of August, 2006 
a t  the Obaferni X~volo~vo Uni\.ersity Ile Ife. Scholars and writers 
ciratvn fi-0111 ~vi thin and outside Africa presented papers on the 
theme - "T~vent!. Years a f te r  t he  Nobel Prize:  Li terature,  
Go\-ernance and De\relopment in Africa". 'This book is, therefore, 
a p r c jd~~c t  of t ha t  gathering,  present ing t ~ v e l v e  ou t  of the  
contributions. 
rl ?\iden[ in their papers. the scholars engaged the theme of  

the conferenclr ii-on1 differciir ideological: disciplinar!, and 
::c~!?~-ntionnl ~~?rspccri\ .c!s.  \\'lli!t. some appr-oached the issue 
I~roncil!. froni .Africa's literary er;pc:-iences as  conditioned by 
rocio;~c>litical 1-ari;?bles, solnc de l~-ed  more specifically inro the 
literal?. cl-eations of So!.inlia as a vista for reflecting on Africa's 
un:.ndi:ig prcdican?ent. Thcl-e seems to be a recurrent tune, '. Ilo\?-c\-t:r. Ihousll [ I~crc is ;I c;lase for celel~ration, "it is not yet 
t~liulu". to ado;); rhe phr;ls:. of tllc famous Kenyan opposition 
j ) ~ l i ~ ~ ( . i ~ i ~ ~ .  0:in:n J;lrnniogi Cliii~jgn. AS the presenters variously 
ar-y~~ccl.  (lie SIC!- i ?  !.er to Ile cleared of the odious 1-apour of 
coloni;llism itnci :ii.ocoloni;~lisrn. Quite trenchanti>- c;ln\.assed is 
nr! t.nsa:<ed 1itesaru1-e that ~ ~ o u l d  assist in charting a more positive 

I direction for the continent in tllc 2 isr cililtnry. 
Biodun Jcyifo set tlie tone with his i-ei'lec~ions on the travails of 

Africa since the Nobel, in the face of  an alar~ning descent into 
ano the r  round  of colonizat ion i l l  tllc  rise of:  "neoliberal 
globalization". I-ie notes that co l~ tempora~-y  African literature 

I 
emerged in the \valie of global decoloniz:ttion, tlius, explaining its 
inherent ~ ~ o l i t i c a l i ~ ~  on tlie one hand and its dependence on writers, 

I 
critics and scholars located within and outside the continent for 
nourishment on the other. Interestingly, i i i  the last two decades, 
the conditions of African writing and \\:rit.ess as well as the polity 
have altered considerably for tlie  ors so. The scholarship of 
literature on the continent is equally affecied. Jeyifo captures the 

I grim reality thus: 

The material and  ps>~~liol~gi i ; l l  cc?i~ciirions that .\fi-ican 
wrirers, critics and scholars u t  ~ l l e  fourti1 a ~ i d  liitli 
generations habc had to end~irt. in t i~c  1 ; ~  nvo decades 
\vhich corresponcl ro the pcrioil of l!cgr.rnonic neolibel-a1 
~lobalisi~tion ha1.e been noihi;lg ~1ioi.1 crr'ni~ht~narisli. 
c o m p a ~ . d  \ \ s i ~ l i  [he siruntio~! o I :~ l t~  1.. ~.it~.;.s a n d  crir~cy 
oCtlie first, second and C\-CII t i : i i i l  ;;c;I, i . ,~ t i~ns . .  . !.ounz 
people in general, but especiall). c!iosc in our tertiar!. 
institutions, and i ~ l i t l i  rega~ii re i-i~-;i!~ll!. all aspects of 
life chances, face daunting ~ i i f . ; .  ri;?!. !'ace nlateriai. 
ps!-chological and spiriru:!! I!!. l i : ; ~ . ~  :;?,ii \\;el-c sirnl~ly 
unimaginable in my ),~I.II!!. . . 

! 
I 

The situation sod\!- / )~ . i v i l e~ t .  i l ! ) . ~ ,  : , #  .:-!. I:) I l~~r;)p? a n 3  Sor~liel-n 
America o\.er :\i;-lca (:he in111icii1 :.; .- . i  1c.r i111d jl:l)jcct,i. in the 

t production, teaching, cr-iricis~n c!,i;,i! of African lircrature. 

One damning feature of the Af~ic.:!i.: :;i,ss, ;:(cording to Jeyifo, is 
the decline (or is it  deat!i) o!. i:!~i::~ .,::c, rlli: qoul 2nd eqsence of 
l i t e r a t~ r r e  3s manifested d,iill. :;: i ~ i t ! < : ~ L : i i t  rxedia of mass 
cornn~i~nication. Tiit. pertinenr t i ; i - . . ? i t m ; ;  L O  .JL.!; rlle~efore is: "Does 
the brcalicio;\.n of rhe  itten ten ;1!1~1 .: !:I,!. :. :! i.~::::i,ll I;:!~gu;~ze reflect 
in the failure (jf  [ilt: poli:ic;~! \:;:;I :I.;. ..).: i1:< co1;iinent rodn!,?" 
The Iliaspor-ic'n~nnil'esrario~is i l :  -\!.:L,I~; ic i ;~l :> li:a!. ine;tn \,.-ell for , 
Africa, 11~11 ho\\. do  [he tcr~chel-s ;i~ici I I I C  1:iu~hr at llomi. 1)enefit 
from the cseati\.e and critical oilrp:lr ,it.rols rile Atlantic? \!-it11 the 
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women after the Nobel Prize. Some of  the playwrights lilic Tess 
Onwueme, Stella Oyedepo, and Julie Okoh anlong otlicrs have 
created plays aimed a t  redressing gender imbalance within and 

I 

outside the literary test. The Prize to her is a catalyst that ensures 
effective participation of  women in contemporary African literature, 
both in its creative and critical dimensions. To buttress this, she 
esamines how Soyinka's plays have served as influences to women 
writers. 

In the same spirit, Evwierhoma notices a revisionist agenda, a 
greatly positive disposition toward women characters, in the post- 
Nobel works of Soyinlia. She calls it "a woman-centred agenda" as 
exemplified in the portrayal of Mama Put in The Beat#catiorr of , 
Area Boy. In this agenda, "women are the centerpiece of critical 
space". She calls for a kind of aesthetics in future works of Soyinlia 
where women will be dominant, "not just visible". Her reach into 
the register of the media for the term "agenda setting" reveals the 
interdisciplinary nature of critical concerns in the dramatic and 
media arts. 

Olu Obafe~ni  reviews the feminist discourse and the variations 
produced by its contentious nature. He avows that the female 
perspective in Nigerian l i terature has come to stay. While 
recognizing the topicality of gender discourse in literary production, 
he argues that "there has been a strong bent in women's literature 
in Nigeria towards  social advocacy as a concurrent, cognate 
engagement  ~ v i t h  t h e  w o m a n  question". He examines t h e  
contributions o f  women  writers since 1986, generally using 
literature as a veritable tool for the reconstruction of society and 
the evoiut i~n of a democratic social order. In his submission, the 
growth of Nigerian literatwe in terms of craft and concern cannot 
be divorced froni the gro\\rth of ~vomen's writing. Although not a 
woman writer. the trans-generic exposition undertaken by Obafemi 
is certainly ~vomar.ist in dimension and critical in undertone. 

Kayode Soremekun cal!s attention to the unsavoury reality of 
the disappearance of  sound educational foundation, offered 
ironically by the colonialist "public" schoo!~ ivhich nurtured the 
crea:ive talents and combative spirits of the  likes of Soyinka, J.P 
Clark, Achebe. Sa;.o-\Z1itva, Osofisan, .Vgugi \!.a Thiong'o and Okot 
~'Bitek, to mention onl!. a Fe~v. His discours? sho~vs the current 
state of education in many countries of Africa ?specially Nigeria as 

being an arid, infertile soil, too stifling for the production of future 
Nobel laureates. The governing elites over the years have been 

i 
actively collaborating with external imperial powers that are inore 
contented with the perpetual underdevelopment of Africa, to bring 
about this state of affairs. Among such local elites, according to 
Soremekun, are military men, bureaucrats, academics, politicians 
and  journalists. This crop of elites, have refused to "speak truth to 
power". This is the bane of the African continent today. 

An incisive perspective of the dimension of the postcolonial 
crises of development in East Africa is offered by Macheria Munene 

i. 
i ' 

!I 

in his paper. He highlights the contributions of intellectuals and i 1 

statesmen from Kenya to Tanzania and Ugapda. Munene offers a I! 
frank critique of African intellectuals as collaborators with the 

I' 

obnoxious status quo or as voices of vision for a progressive socio- 
political order. The works of Jomo Kenyatta, Mbiyu Koinange, 
Walter Rodney Oginga Odinga, Ali Mazrui, Bethwell Ogot, John 

I 

Mbiti, p'Bitek, Ngugi and Ndera Orulia are discussed in this rezard. 
In the last, but by no means the least, paper, Yinka Lawal- 

Solarin, a publisher of children books is quite concerned ~v i th  the 
education in Nigeria which is the bedrock of any meaningful 
developn~ent in all spheres of life in modern societies. [He revie~vs 
the amazingl~i absent-minded and boringly repetitkre Rztional Bool; 
Policies of the Government since 1990, noting that all have been 
plagued by unseriousness, misplaced priority and inconsistency 
o n  the part of the federal government that designed then1 and 
ought to ensure their implementation. In his ~vord:: '-\j~hc.n I ! 

look closely at the National Book Policies of 1911,  1990; 1999, I 

2004 and 2006, I see exactly the same document ivitl l  the preface i 
arid the foreivord couched in different languages but retlecting 

I 

exactly the same aspirations". He advocates an n~-gc.!lt ret1iinl;ing I 

on  the part of the govet-nnlent if  the cou11tt-4 lllujt get out of the 
current overt stasis. 

On the whole, the picture is grippingly grim, but not ivithout 
relief. For the African continent to rise above its present quandary 
it must seriously and urgently tackle those factors inhibiting its 
development. This implies enhanced literacy rare in local and 
foreign languages, improved reading culture, rcol-tiered gender 
relations in fa\-our of compleri~entarit!; genuine del~iocratization 
of the polity. and a viably implemented book polic!. alllong othet- 
s teps.  There is no doubt  tha t  African l i terature has grown 
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I 

I 

tremendously since the Nobel Prize of 1986. I t  will, however, do i 
bet te r  unde r  a Inore equitable economic  d i spensa t ion ,  a j 
participatory democratic polity and conscious/committed writers 
in the mould of Soyinka who transcend the traditional boundaries I 
of arts and poli~ics. i 

I 

Gbemisola ADEOTI 
Mabel EVWIERHOMA 

Biodun Jeyifo 

1 

It is a great honour for me to give the keynote address at this 
conference. There are three reasons for this. First, the conference 
is taking place a t  Ife. I was not a student here - that credit goes to 
Ibadan - and so my formal education did not take place at Ife. But 
it was here that I became the s o n  of teacher I had always wanted 
to be. Before Ife, I had taught a t  Ibadan, I had taught at several 
universities in America, including the City University of New York 
(CUNY). But it was at Ife, with its unique community of lecturers 
and students at the time, that I first truly realized my potential as 
a r e x h e r  and to this day, I am still drawing from the inexhaustible 
fund of knowledge that I garnered here. 

The second reason why I consider it  a rare privilege to be giving 
this address has to do with the theme of the conference -African 
letters twenty years after the first of the four Nsb?! Prizes for 
literature for Africans. These two decades almost exactly coincide 
~ v i t h  my sojourn in America, the epicentre of global capitalism 
and the place to which the centre of gravity of teaching and research 
on African literature has shifted in precisely the same period in 
~ l h i c h  I have been living and teaching in that country. From this 
profoundly ambiguous location, I am, I believe, uniquely placed 
to offer some reflections that would hopefully be found useful for 
the deliberations at this conference. Indeed, in my approach to 
the theme of the conference, I shall be taking the stance of tvhat 
in Yoruba is known as "hiIorounmubo". Roughly and freely 

T h e  Unfortunate Children of 
Fortunate Parents: Reflections on 
African Literature in the Wake of 
1986 and the Age of Neoliberal 
Globalization 




