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Arwe in rlris poprr d,on.s orrrnrion ro rlrr prim or?^ of speec.h in lonprropt, I~rrmirrr: and 
rr.ce. IIe Irmtnper rrgrcrs rlror in Nigrrion rdrrr.urion, rlrc nrirrcn .fi,nn of lun,crro~!t, I\ ril,f.n rnorc 
emplrosis. lfc drotcr orrrnrion ro rlrr inl~errnr r ian~er  in p i t . in~  prirnu,? I,, rlrc t j . r i r r r , r !  irr.\rfcwi (!I lllr 
spoken mrdirrrn oflonp~rogc~. 

A1r.y crbo cxorrrinclc r11c srorrrs of English in Ni,poio, c~.%prr.ir~ll~ a,\ p,nrrflfrltrl hv llrc 
Narional I ' o l i ~ ~  on Fdrrrarion (NPEJ. I#osrd cm rlrc c$?.scr,.rd dcfccr ofrlrc NPE. Irc ~rrli,r~,~rrc..i an 
Englisl~ longrrage progrornrnc 1t.lrir11 Ire frels sl~r,rtM rt-flwr rlrc srorrrs rf Enpli.rlr [ I .  on ulrt~rnarii?' 
lungrtoge rtscd by o large nrtrnber rf hri~rrians .fi,r f.,,ndrrr.rinf rltrir cr*cndut. rrr.ri~.irir:v. If /ti.< 
pfair im i.s acccprd, more urrcnrion nil1 he p i l ~ n  ro rllc Icr~nrinp I?( ,$pr~tcrr I:r~,cli.~lr in rlfc 

1. Introduction 

Language is primarily speech. All tlie other rriedia of langn:~gc such 
as the visual (written) and tactile ( e . ~  Braille) ones. are constn~cted 011 the 
basis of the system of aural medium. As Allercro11ll)ie (1967:4) ohscr\lcs. the 
spoken word was the only tnediutn of language available to liiankillcl I'or :I very 
long time. Past and on-going refonns of the orthographies of 111atly I:111piages. 
to make them adequately reflect tlicir spoken fonlls, provide a~lll)lc t cs t i~no~~y 
for the supremacy of the aural medium. 

Even in this ultimate decade of the twentieth century, scores of 
millions of people all over the world, many of the~n bilingual a~lri ~nt~ltilinpual. 
still use language in its natural spoken fvnn. Literacy figurcs for [he Iiumarl 
race. if accurately computed, would prohahly show that tnilliotls or l l~c wcrrld's 
population can neither read nor write, all tlie education-as-right slly:~n o f  tlic 
United Nations Organisatio~l and tlie various national Govcrtlnle~~ts 
notwitlis~inding. In fact, there are several Iiuman languages and di:~lccts not yet 
rcdr~ced to writing that ;Ire used hy their speakers in the spokcll fcrrtl~ :~lrltlc. 
Thc importance of the spoken fvnn of language is also I)ortlc orll I y  [he fact 
that, even in tlie most literate speech co~rununilies of the wclrld. :I child in 
learuing its tnotller tongue, nonnally acquires a cotlsiderahle degree of : ~ r ~ r ; ~ l  
colnpete~lce bcfore cml)arking o ~ i  its first literacy Icssntls. 

A~iiotlgst ~)ccrl)lcs of the worlrl gcrlcrally. the cl?crkcli tv11r11 i\ tilore 
frecluc~itly clnploycd 111:11i any other ~ncdiclln, especially i n  f:~cc l ~ i - k ~ c c  
communicative settings. Even in non-face-to-face settings as in lo~lp-disr:~~lce 
international and i~ltercuntine~~tal contacts, the spoketi rnediu~n is 1110rc often 
used courtesy of modern elcctro~~ic devices sucli as the tclcl?llotic :111<l very 
lately, the videophone. 
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I n  s l I lnlnar~.  the aural ~ncdiu~n is the oldest, the most n a t r ~ r ; ~ ~  tile 
and often used mediu~n c~f la~lpuape. As once oI)serveil I?Y 

nf the University of Lagos (Adetr~gho, 1984) tllc averaKc 
eve11 whet1 he is literate, may not have carlse to nfrirt: i l l  ,)lie 

tveck 
Call llnrdly du wilhuut speaking ill une I i a a  The priinacy the atlnl 

nlcdillln 
,,I lmpagc  is. i~~dccd .  I)~).o~ld ( l ~ ~ s t i o n i ~ l g .  
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of the rcctrgtiiti(1n ~f sllcech as the hnsic ~ I I ~ I I I  1 1 1 .  I:lllgrlnKc. 
elnl)llasis 119s [radirio~l:llly h c ~ n  pl:lcccl (I11 the :lccluisitiorl ol'writir~g r:l[llcr [11:111 

of skills in the teaching of Ellglisll in Nigerian sclittols. The 
lnisplacelnellt of emphasis 011 the tcachiug of writing rather tl~ati 01, sl)eakillF 
skills can be attributed to many factors. 

Historically. English was formally i~ltroduced to Niperi;~tl scll~ols as 
, written rather than a spoken language. As Spencer (1971) explai~is. the ail11 
,r  [lie rnissiotiary fvr~rlditlg fathers and the colooial adtninistmtic~ll was 
lr~)ducc writers to serve as tllc admitlistrative clerks and readcrs ol' tllc Iloly 
cripturcs, rather thari speakers of the language. The tlutio~~ 01' I ; I I I ~ U ~ ~ C  
cnchinp :IS essc~ltially the tcachinf: of literacy led to the rccognililr~~ ortllc trio. 
~ororiously known :IS Illc 'Tl~rcc Rs' will1 Rc:ldillg nncl 'Rili~ig :IS I : I I ~ ~ I ; I ~ ~  
kills complemented hy 'Rithmetic' as the third tnernhcr. Adrnittcdl!~. rcadi~lg. 
:specially wlic~l it is alorlcl or vocalized. involves spcaki~ig. hr~l [he s11c:lking 
tf  :I written text hears little sernhlance to the spontaneous use or I:~tlgr~age it1 

8ctual day to day verhal interactioll. 

Tlie relegation of speaking skills in Ellglish to the hackyrou~ld from 
he inceptiorl of fonnal education in Nigeria is also partly linkal?le to the British 
:ok)nial pcllicy of domination as opposed to tllc Fretlcll ccrloni:~l l~olicy of 
~ssilnilation. Since the British did not i~itetid to makc Enplisll~llc~i t r f  Niccrin~ls 
llltl [heir other African subjects, the ~leed for ally cxte~isivc or large-scale 
Ierhal cmnmunicatiotl hetween Nigeria~ls and the British citizcnr W:IS neither 
:nvisaged nor encouraged. The imperial represenmtives therefore itltcgratetl 
hemselves l n ~ - ~  illto the Nigerian cultures hy Ie:~rsi~ig the native 1:111ga:1gcs or 
he E1lglisll-hased Pidgin requireci for limited verhal interactit)~i \vitll tllcir 
Uigeriall Servallts. English was therefore. virtually a forcign 1:11i~urpe to tllc 
\ligerian w h ~  t l ~ ~ d  i t  at that [irlle. 

AlWler factor that was responsihlc for tlie neglect of s p c ; ~ k i ~ ~ g  skills 
I' 

Nigerian eciacatio~l is that large-scale inter-etli~lic verhal istcr:~aio~l 
ln""~~" Ni~cri:llls was never p:lrt of the cc~lt~ni:~l a d ~ l ~ i ~ ~ i s t m t i ~ r ~ l ' s  sclltl~i~c. The 

't'l 'crhl st rate^^ I )  'Divide ;t~icl  Rule' wllicll tlic British coltr~liser : I { I ~ ~ I C I I  p:~i,l 
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"f I l a~ ld~~l~ l l e ly  eq1eci:1lly in Ni~cr io .  K:itllcr Il~nn cnctrr~r:~gc l l~c  sl'rc:lJ "f 

)crken Englisl~ for intcretl~nic ccr~nrnr~r~icntio~~ allcl cr~ltr~rnl tlil'f~~silrll. tllc 
~lonial adrninistratio~l encvuragcd tllc scl>araterlcss of the tiivcrsc Nigeria11 
hnic cultures and languages for easier do~ninnrion. and. whc~i  ~lcccsr:lry. for 
~nerating intcr-ethnic feuds, or, as they were rcaciily tagged. inter-trill:~l wars. 
IC success of tliat linguistic aspect of the colol~ial Divide anti Rille lllllicy i l l  

geria is clearly seen in the refrlsnl of Nigerians today. in [llc lilce of 
mpclling political. social and practical econo~nic evidence. t t r  :~cccp[ E~iplisli 
the lingua franca of Nigeria and to continl~e to :lrguc al>or~[ tllc :~d~rll[io~i of 
Miperinn language as rhe country's lingua fra~lc:~ or crfl?ci:~l I : I I I ~ ~ I : I ~ ~  ;IS is 

ent in the trilingual National Policy on Ednc:~tion of 1977 (rcvisc(.l i l l  1981 ) 
requires a child to l e a r ~ ~  one of (he three nli~ior Nigeria11 I;II~,PII:II!CS oIIicr 

/1 hi; own in addition to English. all in the v n i ~ ~  Ilnl,c of rcali,.i~lg. :I[ :I I:lter 
b, the adoption of a Nigcri:~~) language as rhe natio~l's offici:~l I : I I I ~ ~ I ; I ~ ~  ;IS 

Lidcd for in the Constilr~tion of tlle Feder:ll Republic of Nipcri:~ (1070) 
111 states tliat E~igl is l~ o r  any of tlic tllrec ~najor  Nigerian I:III~\I:I,CCS sII:III l)c 
p at the nationnl assc~nl>ly. 

1 There is however a very practical reason wl~y ,  even tod:~y. some 
y years after independence, English is still taught Inore :IS :I writtell 
uage than as a spoken language in our scliools - [lie certific:ltion system. 
:ess or failure at the end of a school prograrnlne in the Nigeria11 cdr~c:ltion 
:m is detenninect by performance in written cxalninations. Tllc c~rlpliasis 
ken greater in English in which a pass in the written exarnin:~ticrn is 
rally considered a prerequisite fur gailling a'useful certific:~(c. ciiher for 
oyrnent purposes or for further studies. 

1 A p - t  frfrrm that. the examinatio~ls in most other ~ ~ o n - l : ~ ~ ~ p u : ~ p e  sr~l!iects 
/SO written in Englisll. 111 tlie Englisli latiguage lesst>~l itsell, crr;~l cxcrciscs 
Ierceived lnerely as drills to ~naster  the gralnlnar of Enplisll as ;I  

Iratcrry step tuwards good written E~~pl is l l .  Since [lie en~pli:~sis in such 
is exclusively on gmmmnatical accuracy. the practice strrlctrlrcs :Ire. as 

Id out by Akere (1979). sentence tokens r:~tller 1hn11 u(ter:~ncc trikens. 
'lack any com~nr~nicative value. 

At the higller levels of the education system. sucll ns the IJniversity. 
pllasis on writing skills is even Intire irnportarit ;IS indic:~tc(l hy tllc 

Ing excerpt from thc prea~nl>lc of the 'CJsc t r f  Engli~ll' o f  tllc Oc'l';~rt~r~cnr 
11isIi of the University of Ifc. 

Pracliccrl corl.sirirrrrfiotrs /mr!e led lo prrflirrg lirtlv or. rro 
errtplinsis ori /Ire orrrl rrretlicr trtrtl corrcrrrlrtrlirr,p, irr.~lcrrtl err 
fllc ~r~rill(~rl ltrrt~rrtr~e 1 0  \~Jric/r retrclitrg is c1osc.h' r.~31rr/ccl. 

14 
71rr i r , l p ~ r ~ f l ~ ~ ~  (?f bvrilirrg .~kill.s.for striderr~s is seclrr / / r p  

[llfl1 I"OSI /(l!l~N(lgP derr?flttd,~ which hn\v ( I  hcorirl~ O I ~  

4 u o / ~ j i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i o t ~  nt~d cclrt@cririarr crre irt ~uririt,g. (pn. -50) 

I 

1 Even tllough the teacliing of spoken Englisli hns rcccivcd sonic 
llioll reslllti~ig in the introduction of 'Oral Englisll' at the West African 

p,lior sclllol certificate and Teacl~ers' final exami~latiess. tlirt palar ; I C ~ O I J ~ ~ ~ S  

1 20% Oftlls total ~ n a h s  for Ellgli~ll and is avoided hy is:lny c;~ndi(btcs 
tlley call still pmflhe E~lglisli paper witllor~t ~ I r r i n ~  tllc 

l ,~~a t l se  , ,,)lnpu~lCllf. 
I 

1 One consequence of the neglect of the teaching of sptikc~l English ill 

, Nigeriall Scllouls is that the pupils tend to avoid speaking in Ellglisll for fear 

I 
' of their incolnpetellce thI'o~gI1 gratmliatical errors aud in:~dccluate or 

inappropriate vt~cabulary. Ever1 teachers are k~lown to resort to rllc r~sc ~ ~ ' t l l e  
I 

,,=tive language to explai~l concepts. even in English language lesso11~. 

011 very formal occasions wllen English has to IIC cmployctl in verh:ll 
interaction, the type of English used is closely patterned on tile pr:~~nnlatical 

Ilialily fonnal register described by Ubahakwe (1974) as 'h,rokisll E~iglish'. 

The poor cu~~in~unical ive  ahility of the products 01 tllc Ni.ccrian 
ecir~catiu~i system, arising from the neglect of speaking skills in rllc ~ C : I C . I I ~ I I C  of 
English, is lamented hy Steve~lso~l (1974) in the following p:~sc:~yc: 

It is in speaking tllat Inany Nigerians make their le:~st 
effective rlse of English. One has to sit tliror~gh a few 
meetings, even in the university. to discover tlint peolllc. 
particularly younger people, who call express tl~elnselvcs 
aderluately, even eloqr~ently. on paper cannot stand on their 
feet and talk effectively in English ... 

Remarks such as Stevenson's cluoled ahnve. inclic:ltc the 11ccc1 for :I 
~Ilange in policy auned at placing greater emphasis on the teachinp of English 
Slleech in Nigerian scllools. That c h a ~ ~ g e  is particularly necessary I~ccause of 

status which the English language Ilas acquired in the Nigeri:~n conllllullily 
today. 

3. ' h e  Status of English in Nigeria today 

The llced for greater e~nphasis on the teaclling of spoke11 Ellplisll 
arises from certain funda~nental changes that have gradually t:lken ~llacc in the 
l"tPr"tiolla~ pattern arno~~gst  Nigerians over the years. The cll:~~iges Il:lvc lecl 



to the increascci use of English in its sllrrken ftrnll Nigcri;llls. 1,0tI1 ftrr 
dotnestic and external Purposes and in increasingly nol~-fonnal scttitlgs. 

Political. social. econolnic and technological charlgcs Il:~vc Iwcr t l~c 
years led to greater verhal interaction (on a scale never elivisapccl or desired 
hy the colvnial administration) amungst Nigerians frotn variorls p:lrr\ of t l~c  
country. 

In a linguistically heterogeneous situ;~tion. srlch as crllrs. where 
English relrlains the most widely ;icccptal>le and the most c:~sily :~v:~ilalilc 
language for inter-etlinic com~nunication. ~tiost of that c c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u l ~ i c a t i o ~ ~  
necessarily takes place in English. Increased transportation. rirh:~nis:~tion and 
imprclved inter-ethnic tolerance have a11 contrihutcd t c r  the incrc:~sccl inter- 
ethnic social a ~ d  co~nnlercial iuleraction anlongst Nigerians atid [lit 'onscclrlcnr 
increased use of English in its spuketl fonn. 

In the political do~nain. the auaimnent of independence i n  I000 and 
tlie taking over of governing ant1 civil service functions Ily Niycri:~ns in large 
nutnbers have also aided the increased use of English in its spoken I'ortn. One 
consequence of the use of Englisl~ as the official Iangr~apc :IS well :I< l l~c  lingu:~ 
franca in Nigeria is that it has gradually heconle a Seconcl Langr~:lgc for :I I:~rgc 
nu~nher of Nigerians. 

By a second language here is meant. ir! a purely tec1inic:ll sense. :III 
alternative code for expressing almost all the spheres of hilinprtal ~lcrson's 
experience. The comlnmiicativc skills required in it Iry the hilingr~al ~icrscrns' 
and the degrees to which they are required are therefore very si~nil:~r to those 
required in the person's own ~notller tongue (MT). AfoIay;~n (Ic)X7), in :I 

seven-point chnractcrization of a Second language. lists two (tllc tl~irtl ;IIILI 
sixth) features of sucli a langr~age as follows: 

A lan~uage  in which a hi- or ~nrllti-lingual person ccrrltlr~cru 
his everyday activities hut sliares this role wit11 :~notl~cr 
language in which tllc speaker has greatcr linguistic fl~cilit y 
and intuitive knowledge. 

The target skills of its teaching within the ftrrnl:~l 
educational system sh(luld include all four h:~sic Ensli\l~ 
language skills of listening. speaking, reading and writins. 

That English has become an alternative langr~age for nlilny Nigerians 
is rlnderscored by the fact that two Niperiat~s rronl the same MT Ii:lckgror~nrl 
nowadays use the Englisli Iangrlage in casual non-fonn:~l verh:ll iritcr:~ction. 

L,a11cyllnge i n  E d u r a t i ~ ~ i ~  1 1 1  N i q v r l n  p F . L r l  ,,,,. , 

. ,ardless ,,I 
topic. swi[cll fro111 the use of tl~eir Nigeri:lll MT t I 1  ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ l ~  

rLk vicc-versa in tlle course of a s i l l~le  conversation. I t  rnigllt n,r[ cvcrl ~ , r o  
that Sclllle Nigerians do have greater intuitive kllc)\\)lcdgc i l l  
their a1711arellt MTs. 

The practical need for verbal l~roficiency, ill ;~dtli[ioll [ , I  or ill';lc;lrl ,,f 
n,lcncY paper in E~lglisll. is 110w exerting considcrahlc I)rcs<llrc tllc 
average ~ i ~ ~ ~ i a n .  clear evidellce of Olat pressure is seen in tllc t';~et rll:lr lli:lny 
illitcrate Nigerian ~narkct \Volncll. sllo~kecpers. food vcndors, c:~ntocn owners 

drink kiosk attendants IllJw find it necessary to learn to spc:~k Ellglisll 
,,rle form or anotller in Order to colic wit11 their increasinFly c ~ r s l ~ l c r l ~ ~ r l i ~ : ~ ~ ~  

o f c ~ ~ ~ t o r n e r s .  A visit to any Nigerian qlen city, or roadside ~ll;trkct, \!fill 
llldicate vividly that all)' persol1 fro111 ally part of the world - E,lr~)l'c. tllc 
u.s.A., India. Latin A~nerica. or Asia will e;lsily pet I,y \ ~ , i t l ~  ;I  \t,rlrrkillg 
cnclwledpe of Englisll sillce ~ll:\iority of [lie venclors :Ire nljlc 1 1 ,  cllc:lpc i l l  
rcstrictcd dialogue llsinp srlcll English cleft structures :IS "l,rclk pocl,l ~ , , l l l : l t , ru .  
*Cr~stolner, hrly fish" and the like. and to haggle and harpairl, s,lcccusfrllly, 
alhcit tnostly in ungralnlnatical English. 

EVCII l l ~ c  village farlncr, allart fr'roln picking up sotrlc E~lylisll ~illr:~scs 
fro111 thc raclio or telcvisioll, often 11:ts to intcr;~ct with civil scr\l:lllls frc~lll 
varior~s government agencies in some f o n ~ ~  of English. Snrprisi~lyly. iu sl~cll 
verhal encounters, it is the suppused illiterate perscln who oftc~l tlc~~~onstratcs 
an overeagerness to prove that lie can speak. at least a fe\v wclrtls oI' E11glish. 
ol>\~iously I>ecause of tlic social prestige attached to the ahility to sllc:lk Etlylisl~. 

The extent to which the  nixing of Englisll words IC:l[r~res in 
collversation in Nigerian lanpnages (see for exalnl~lc. Gokc-P:~riol:~. 1083) 
~'rovides strong evidence that [he functio~is of English Ilave, for :I grc:ll t lr~~l~llcr 

Nigerians I~ecorne so similar to those of the MT that tlie t\vo c:rn Ire 
confused. This merging of the diglossic hordcrs hetwocr~ E ~ ~ s l i s l ~  :111(l the 

MTs sl~ows tllat Englisli is 11o nlorc only :I writtell (11.  :I scllool 
B ~ a : l W  l ~ l ~  has l r c o ~ n c .  for :I I:~rga t1111t11,cr ~ ~ l l > i l i ~ ~ g , l : ~ l  Nigerii~l~x. i~ I : I I I , c ~ I : I ~ ~  

illhnnal : ~ I ~ c I  fonnal verl);rl corn~r,t~liicatio~~ :IS well. 

Furtller evidence tllat English has hecome arl alter~lativc I : I I I ~ I I : I $ ~  in 
is Pmvided by the Lct tllat it is used is  the natiotl's tn:~j,rr Icyisl:~tive 

""scll'lies. Tllm~gli the 1979 Nigerian Cunstitr~tio~l (Article 51) : I I I ~  l l~c 1984 
C0'rrituti6)n (article 53) declared the tllrce rn+ior Niarian lill~i.ri:~,ves tH:~as:~. 
I ~ h o  

' 'lei yt)ml,a) in aclditio~~ to Englisl~, tile officii~l l:~tlgr~:~pes of tlic N:ltion:lI 
()flly Enplisll has always actrmlly heca r~seii ill tllr Lcyirlativc 

"l>cci*lly at the state or federal levels. tllerelly i~ltIic:~ti~~y i l l i l l  llle 
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