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A

Asymmetry In International Politics

The aporation of the coniemparary mmicrationad system imolves a very
complex wob of relationships among sstes and e other acton in the
system. The scope, imtemsity, regularity amd the nature of each sase’s
redationships with and within the systemn are a Function of masy vanabbes
Geography, the quantity and guality of resources — both haman and neiural
— technological development, shased hastory and shared values go a kg
wiy i desermining each state™s stake im dhe sysem, & well o the degree
i which these stakes are purssed amd ibe straicgios for parsubig them. And
ecamie refounces and Gapabilities are o evenly shared by the menshors of
the inlernational syem, there are disparities in the amosol of inlvence
members wield in the system. These disparities create o relasonship of
dependency betveren the ‘have” amd che ‘Base-nots which oficniimes
develop imeo an asymmetrical relatiomship. They Form the hasis of the
categorization of stases into super. big, middle-rankod amd small powers.

However, irrespective of their status, states are dopoodom om other
members of the system in one way of the oiher as o stibe has eooagh
resowrces i0 satiafy i oeeds. In otser words, 0 onrder @ schieve their
objectives — whether defined in leans of political. coonomic, cubtural.
social o sechoological — stases hanve 1o iiieract with one aiother. The pood
w0 saristy these imierests has bed meenshers of the sysiom 10 devise sirsegics
for collabomanon and for the mampemcenl of conflict. In all of the
relationships. a hasic temet of imeraction i the exuality of menshers. [n
readicy, however, this i moree legal than political: reladsons sre often
lopsided, hierarchical, woegmal or asymmetrical

In a relatomsbip of asymmetry, the cuent @ whach the compotent
menshers of the sysem share b ghe condithons and concetns of dhe syssens
vary widely, even 1o the potist that oee cam question wheher & syssens
actually exises. [n this shruatbon. it 18 ofien difficule o discemm imeevess tat
cnild be clearly comsiderad mustual. Bach component wnit would have shour
b o usdque feature of set of feabares which scpamte in impormm ways, i
kmrgremy from those of any other stuie or the wystem consbdened us 2 whole,
Clear lines of division would be necessary amd jealously puarded insofar e
these unique inserests are comcerned, Comseyuemily, the doniinant ssaces
pursue their goal with litthe or no difference to the infonests aid onncemms
of the other membery of the sywiem. (Tarhion, 1945).




Where b ihe Middle Ens ¥

There bas been no ananimsry as regards the e geographic bousdaricss
of the area called the “Middle East'. The geographic limits of the ares
called che Middle Easz has always heen devermined by the specific interests
ol writers, strategists and podicy makers, Im o semme, berefore, B i
antisplous and a term of oorvenience.

The werm “Middiz Esxsi” was fira used hy an American paval hisoris,
Aunsiral Alfred T, Mahan in 1902 W desceibe s vague area between Suez
andl Singapuoee where the then seratoic asd piditical comten between Brimin
sah L ooinm was comtered,” | Lemcamwaki, | 568 3) Ceorps Lenczowski mees
unc e 0 demoge *'the srea o ke souchern periphery of Asin where thers
i u sirmiegic clash between ibe Gremi Powers'” {Lemcrowskd, 1968:5),
Hagpsi Erfich says ""Middle East necsns a region of modern siaies and a
preditcal calnare snzpgling with the legacies of Lslem, of modern Isham, of
nsdcrn Arabssm, of Egypliassan, Sioesm and ocher naticand sffiliatons™
iErlscls, 1"H&: wvidi). Hardd Ssunders usess the emm o include ‘the ares
begimming in the west with Egypt, birsel amd the emstern wadens of the
Medingranewn, eviending throegh the Ambian Peniosula, the Persian Gulf
and fran m Afghanisom, Pakisian and che Indiam Ocean” (Sasndets, 1981
LR

lm this bovtuge (o in pry previous works) | kave vsed ibe mm Middle
East o include: Isracl, Iren, Twrkey amd all the members of the League of
Aral Soses (Arab League), This definition is ms a geographical one as it
imchades councrics thal are googmphically on ihe Afrcan cootiness. 15 i &
peedithcal &5 well 25 a straegic one, The inclusion of the Morth African sates
of the Amb Leages in the Middle East is mot omly justified by their
membership of the League — an exclusive culturally-based political regiosal
urganizasion — b also hevamse they seo thenisglves s boloaging & the
Arskh World, There s, perhaps. mowhero this identzfication i more
pruwsanced than in their eelationship with sub-Saharas Alrican stazes. This
was why the Sicrra-Looue Foreign Misisier, at the Preparatory Meeting of
ihe Opamization of Africas Uaity (OALT) im 196), warned:

“Afrim usly . . . demands | . . @l comosipses o Ao asd a
woiiplets offemation wwvaard Afrnc and Africa alone,”

He comseyuently demuanded that these North African stases should (s
pubkicly ammounce their consmisment (o Africa rather than the Middle Eas




befare they could be admitied int the proposed organisstion (OAU, 1963:
48490 It is alwo nowed thad these staies are the only staies oa the Afrkcay
continens thar prefin their mames with their mcial affiliatons — . Amb
Republic of Egype. Libyan Amab Soclalist lsmahisiya, Arsh Kingdom of
Mormoceo gic. They all emiplusite thelr “Arabocss” rther than thelr
‘Aficanness’. Om the other hand. in sub-Sabaran Africa, only Centesl
Afrfican Ropublic amd South Africs muks reference w "Africa” in their
mames. But unlike the Arsh staes, the neference w “Africa’ in such names
ts oy propraphical and mu racisl

fietides. alihough, the Bonh African Anb s are also promines
mibery of the OAL — b poditical instingtional expresson of pan-
Afncasism — these sades have for most of the time pursued Arsh, rather
hnm.m-ﬁhﬁ:ﬁ:w.hmhﬂ[ﬂu
that mct as & Bdoc within the OALL even when their bilaieral relations were
i & trowhled state (0o, 1982 133 Agyeman, 1984), That partly explains
why & numsher of Africans, including former President Mobutu of Zaire
i v, the Demoramtic Republic of Congo) called for an exvclusive “African
snganiration” where black African leaders could meet and discass African
rusues aned harmonize policies — a call that was privaiely endorsed by some
idfictals of the QAL (O, 1988 &3),

The hasis for the discussion of Afrkca and Middle Exst a5 subsymcmns of
thy mscrraiboial Sysiom has boci sculed, (Zaruman, [9%67: Tareg, 1974;
Bainber, 19583 The cissntrkes of cach subsystem hobd 8 shared history,
vuleure, & similar plice 18 the wasild coonomy snd are tied wgeter i an
icrcumnecicd whole, Neventheless, the concepd of o subsysiem does not
mply s Bomogencous uniry. Dadeed the Middle Exc it a beterngessous
combination of different societies, centres of civilization and cultures. It is
s g of sates with varying political philosophies — from dessocracies,
s brmdal momrchies 0 various shades of miliary and One-party
democracies, Morocoo, Saudi Arbis snd the Culfl Staies are mossschical,
Iran s a theocratic decaasorship. while Libya, g, Seds and Syria are
vaslous forms of dicasorshbps [t ccononsic lendscape ks also 8 varked &=
ilie reginee types. Nooetheless, this docs not deny (b (e tes hetween the
wounirics of the Middle East in an inerconmected whole *bassd on common
womnds and indelible scars handed down from an Emperial past® (Krooth wnd
Moddlcm. 1993 1).




The Impeartamce of the Middle Easl (o Africa

The Middic East has Becn insgeoitant b Afrkca sisc G il
Thas importance b tisaingly morn sigmbcans (o g pesr
COnCpOrary R insprinancs of the Middle Eaa b Aftics s
fusction of geograply., sermcyy. cultun and oil.

The region is peographically propinguosss o Africa, Uslike imdividusls
who s decide 10 move asay fﬂﬂwmmmm
iof pecessity, bave o maimain & relagoendip wich their peigihours. Soch
redatioeships may, of courss, be ome of bncndshap or emmigy. Geography has
oomsequently imgacied on the densop raphy., politics, culiure d eovmmies
off Adrica.

I the second balf of the Xt comury, this poographical ecsor s
a straicgic insportance. Although the Mddic East had boon insportant i st
comtrod of strategsc wabsTways, the Cold War scoocnbased that <igniflcascs.
The reggrin’s Controd of vial B of comsniiscation o Afcas, A sil de
Endian Occam makcs it of spoial lsscre m Africa. Since the carly 1960,
the regiom hus boen used as abr saghing poras st sockpiles for prest power
imeervennion im Africs and the Dndus Ovean snoes. Military facilies is
Egypt were used during Sovier airlifts i Yemed i (968 (Mangold, 1978
7). During the 1960s and carly 1970s Soviet wempins supplicd w0 Egypt
were transferred w the Congo {Zaire), Nigeria (1968), Sodan (1971} and
i India duning the Indo-Pakistam War of 1971, Braain amd the United
Staies had slso weed thoir Eacilities i e Middle Esst 1o inscrvene in Adrica
The US opeeated a numbcr of suportast clociross: iniclligencs facilstio in
the Middle East, These ncluded a key link in e Amcrican carly-warsing
system a5 wedl 35 a pumber of [isening posts which prowvided the primary
source of Anserican intelligence dats oa fomeer Soviet minsile developments
and activities in the adjoining areas (Howisger, 1973 [15), The lumcli
escue gl Enpebde gamda . of the predonsinanily lewish pesengers of e
hipoknd Fronch airdiner im0 1976 clearly demonstraisd that Enichbe was
wathin reach of Middle Exsiern air powr.

The closure in 1967 of fe Secx Casul s reopening in 1973 funber
mhmw-uhumhﬂmm
‘i general and o Africs | pasticslsr, The chsre drastically sffecsed the
prosperity of Eas African stabes as incs: staics wens dependent o e shon
note theoagh the Camal for desr mude. Ir abso beightened the inspormince
ol South Africa & a tme Afnc wanied the world 0 dicengags from e
dhen racta regloee b the comniry. The reopening of Suez i 1975 cur 24




.hr-uﬂhnﬂ'uummhﬂh;hhﬂrh:h Sea and
rﬂdﬁﬂ“ﬁn‘hﬂmmlﬂhmhrlmﬂ via ghe
Cape o 16 (Mangold, 1975: 17).

The Middie Exsi is the. cradie of diree of the wrld's most imporias
sty felgions — ludaissa, Chnistisnity aml lslss. Bt Africamns e
adherenss of either of the laser peo. To these Afticans te ‘hidy land” k=
cigher lsracd or Samdi Arslna. I-h.ﬂ':ﬁnflhwﬂﬂbmhldh
Mmpmhwﬁdeﬁm.ﬁﬂnhﬂ.
Mi:hmmmnw.ﬂmm:ﬁ:pﬂhi:nlh
Pl &ﬂhﬂﬂnﬂhhﬂﬂ-ﬁﬂtmﬂﬂﬁhﬁlﬂmh
pﬂhm-lthM:Eﬂnﬂ]l-ﬂrﬁuhnﬂh Afrcasa. Mamy Afncan
saates, (mcloding Nigeria, have iemalioed the paiitical divisions and cos-
ficts bn the Middie East on relighous grousds. Puldizical eveess im the Middie
mmnmmmu:mmmmum:mw.

I+lam hnllpniwllr:m#inhpuliuﬂmmhn-ﬂhpﬂldn
ikl the imermaisnisl rekanues ol African sapss. The presence of & very
hﬁﬂmpﬂﬁmhhmhmkﬂm“ﬂi
vomslisuency in Africa. It has ihus far provided them with the major axis
agound which thels political mwves revolve. Africa is also kncvitably affecsed
hmﬁ!“mﬂmmmlﬁp#mmmm
Hevolution to lpn, for cuample continues w cause wisctling figples in

The importance of the couseries of the Middle East beosme heightensd
in the wake of the 1973 oil crisis. The region is nod only the warld's largest
pmﬁmd-:mhdl,':ldul comtans ihe world's bargest peoven ail
reserves — accouniing ot s 63.8% of the warld's iead (BP, 1995 2).
Although Africa is a relatively low consunssr of oll, accomniing for oaly
1 4% of the world"s ool in 19984, W is beavily dependent on haddle
Easterm anl, In 1994, for cummple, 33.3 million weanes of the weal 42.5
mjﬂimhﬂihh'h'nﬂimrnmhﬂmmﬂﬂmmﬂﬂh 1595
1ﬁlﬁmm&nt.numﬂidiuluﬂeﬂlndunﬂnﬂw
supply of oil and al & rexsonabls (oSt

Limked w0 ios bcreased share of world's supply of i, i the huge
sccunsglation of wealth by the Middie Easeerm il producing ses,
expeuially Mhpﬂtdqﬂwﬂ:\mﬂhhuﬂh‘mm?ﬂﬂm
War of 1973, As o consequence, the Middie Easiern oil sases anmucsed
considerable Hhmdpnmmrphuﬂmﬂﬁﬁlk-lllm,H
|G7%, the susplus was catablished al boiwesn 535 and §40 billica (o,
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1983 325-6). These uge sarpluses gave Middlc East ofl stabes the mcais
i tnflececs politkcal and economic develipments bt i i outskde of the
Mididhe East — wnd particularty in Afrcan and other Thind Wisrld oounties.

Historscal Comtscts: Hackgrosind o Contemporary Kelations
Costacty between Africa amd the Middle Eas prodaccd isoders times. As
far hack a5 the ancicnt Greel period. there were roconds of political,
milltary and ecomsmic contacty between the two fopions. This was despaic
the cbmtaches posed by the Sabara Desert. The rock paintings amd cogravings
found im the Saharan Desert, kmown as ibe Sahaas nxck arts remaios 8
livieg testinsony of e contacts of the past As Rovill rightly obscrves:

Bt though musch remains ohscure, one et damls out heyond the
reach of comiroversy; for conheries. before the imrodection of the
cameld 1o the Sahars (an event it wok place abowt the beginning of
the Chnstian eral men were sccusdonsed o merve aboui the desert
with oxen. in horse deavwn chariobs, or on borse hack (Bovil, 1968
L8

Fndeed, unril ihe appearamce of Ewopeam on the African shores, the
.ﬁnht:hllﬁrmﬂmlrdﬂll:t.&hh'lnﬂ-ﬂdm—t
pontacis with ik mstakde world.

In Ezst Africa, Araba Froni ¥emen provided India wilh African goods
and werr the main coanccting limk berwech East Africa and Edviopia on the
i hand and Persian. Greek and Romas cnilizations on the other. From
the Bch 8 the 1th conhery AD ithe Arwbs pencitsted the shoreline of Eas
Affica in increasing owmbers, cstablithing eradfing posss ar Malindi,
Mombass and along the Mommbigue coast. Untll the arrival of the
Porsguese, Arab hegemony on the Exst African coast was complete.

For centarles black African staves were carried scrom the Desert and the
Indlan cceam e cnd thelr days as domestic servanis, as concubines, ad
labowrers, or 4 soldbers among he Middle Gast comsnunities. [n the mid-
1%ch ceneury, betwess 40,000 and 30,000 African slaves a year passed
through Zanribar alone, With them oter prodeces such as gold, ivory,
ostrich feathers, hides amd kolamets were carried s the Middle Eam in
exchange for clothes, paper, wworndd, heads and b (Bowill, 1968; Oliver

(568; Coupland. 1539: Davidson, 1961).
The Brih of |slam sdded a new dimension i Afo-Widdle Ess conoos.



islam spread o Africa swson afier M cstablishsneny. By the middle of the
I 1th century, the religivn had bocoime fmily csmblished in e Sahel region
ﬂﬂumh_mrﬂnﬁh,wr_hm-:lhﬂ_ﬂl

Haulin also romarked that Egyptians reformd o the Negro only &5 8 barber
(hartwrian). They fiel @ doop soose of saponoeily weand sny black man,
and did oot bide it (Bsulin, 1962: 40). The legecy of i slave ode
developod among the Ambs 3 menial smitede of woom snd Esdain B
Adricans from which nsny Arshs, ixluding mombers of the Arsh political
clise, will find |t difficuls 1w extricas themsclves ;

The termination of colonialism in both regeons crested oppornenities for

1
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i
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siood 10 gain from sreed's oem experiences in moonmal insegraion, i nral
amd social development;, in agniculiure and modicioe. They were thensfone
ot impressod by the Arab call o isolae breel.

The Ambs reactod 10 Affica’s close thes with lsracl asgrily. They
cmbarkcd omn & destabilieation policy bn many Africas counirbcs simod s
foacing them o e Amb line on lsracl, Key Amb sors supponied all
forms of dissidens and sccoasonist groups s many couninics, The Arab
Lesgue also decided 1o Boycotr African hssines snd commencial coscorin
hat headd amy commection with lumeli companiss. Some counirics cven wesl

diplomatic tkes with Isracl. Similasty, in 1973 iuensified Arsh suppon fos
Eﬁumwmmmnmum;ﬂ
o e s eadguartees from Addis Ababa s a capital mere supporive of
Arab cauie cventually ‘persuaded”’ the BEibiopian povermmont 0 shandon s
historic ties with lsrael (Ojo, 19EE),

The Ambs continusd to maintin presare om Afrcan sases cven afier
the laiser haed severed their diplomatic ties with |smel in Oooher 1973,
They made aviEstance 0 Afncn sases depemdent om the faner's oontinusd
sapport $or the Amb cause. They were ot cven prepared i concede
Adrica a right 0 make its own ssceaoent of the changing situation in the




Middle Fas, The Afnciss were cxpestod o abop the Arah interpretathon
af political developments s the reghon. Hence the refasd of the OAL 0
sanctsin Egype. & the Arsh Leaguc had doac over (e Latber”s poace trealy
with bimcl, ked 80 Anmb umlsicrld saponston sne die of ol
conperstion with Afnca. Imerestiagly, Egypd which had isclf cotablished
dipipsmagic, poditoal and scomomic relaponshdps with Isracl, lohibed Adrics
w11 folhorw o i footseps. |0 argued dar Africs needed © comtimee ©
byt bsraed sy a5 s force ey 1o be faishful o deal with Egype. And for
inver 4 decade aber ithe Egyposnflsmeli Pesce Treary, e theess of
Atrica trom rencwsng diplonsatic ties with lasael.

The (41 Crisis, Arab Akl amd the Entrenchment of Asymamotry

There was s other single bsue el c2pened the siyiuscirical mbure
i Abro-Middlc Eam relaions more vividly than the oll crisis of 197). Ia
e wake of the Yom Kippur War s Oceober 1973, the Orpasieation of
Arh Peudcusn Exponing Countries, decided i use “odl weapon” as phet
of the Arab war effon I miniseerial comncil decided on an immediae
overall production cul. An ol export bas was also insticoied aguinst e
Wmﬁﬂﬂlﬂwﬂlhﬁh_wmw
thait am approcuable change had takon place o the peo-luscll policien of
s simies. Comcurrenidy . the then on-gosng osl stabes”’ nepitiations wiih ol
companics broke dowh ander the strsang of war, The in Golf menshers of
OPEC — Abu Déabd, lesn, sy, Kuwwie, Quoor ssd Sl Arshia
unilaserully iscressed the prices of oil, This was the beginming of sach price
incremses, By the end of 1974, the peice of oil had quadrupled.

These measures produced diffcrem cifccts on Afnca andl the Arah warld.
For the Amba, it mdically camformed thetr ecomonibe fortuncs snd
cilancnd their instrmatomal political aamding. On the caber hand, the ol
mcasurs. hud crippling cffects o the soonsies of the non-oll producing
Adricen ssses. Many Africam sapes mushed io break refatons with lomel in
a bid 1 shield thetr economics from e inguct of the mcasuros and fof n
anicapased bope of benefiting from Arab aid

The GAL quickly moved b work et 8 conrdissted response o the
crisis. In the spurit of the newly fousd smity with the Arabs, following the
enassive hocak of tes with lorsed, it forsign minisiers ashed the Anb
League lue & number of conceisions. Ghana's foreign minister, Major Baab,
cupresed the feclings of his colleagwes m the AL ministerial cosleacs

i



ihat met in Addis Ahaha in the Novomber 1973, While conceding that the

onees confroncing the Afncan was
only an incidental ainl i & deliboraie civect of the Arab declsion o
use vl xs & political weapos in the fght againat [srael, il i socesry
o esmphasize that owr sofidarity in this conflict id also a challenge w0
owr matioml ipteves which mus be duly acknowledged aid
eeciprocated. Thete can be ins ascsined unity and solidarity wiikset
the recogmitkon of the need for eeciprocity of interests (ARB, 19T
L

Specifically, the Afrcans wanied an animernapied supply of oil, sl o
comcessiomary prices. They also demanded finencial sssistance o0 cushiion
thelr ecomomies from the effects of e increased cil prices and from e
b ool asaittanor fromn lsmac] cosncguen upon Welr agppor for dee Al
il

The various African demands were roceived ansympathetically by the
Arabs who scussd the Africans of trylag o politiciss an cascnthally
il issue. Furst, they refused o oseet aa OAL comaltier st up @
disass the ol crisis @ the level of foreign minksicr. They inetaed e e
woninitice sbould meet their ofl of tade mitisters as the e wal one of
trade and ool pofitics (Ofo, 198%) Secesd, they could not guarasdey
uninterruped il supply as they alleged tha they had no control over the
mervomenl of their oil once the oil lefi their terriional wasem. Thind, they
claimed they comld not sell oil ai & cheaper rale 0 African states a5 thin
wimld siolaie OPEC"s pricing mules. They equally presmred Nigeria imn
mm#mﬂﬂummn“ﬂm
African smaes. Howsever, th:ﬂ.l.l.]d.muutnmmliqwlﬁi
thad the Arab il siaies were supplying oil si prefereniial prices o noe-cil
producing Amb saies including Amab OAU smses (DAL, 1975).

The crisis generaeed 8 hot of furor berween the rwo groups. The Assb
Leagnae hinally agreed o ghve some hmacoml @l o oosheon e aoverss
ingpact of the crigis on the eoonomses of African stases. |8 st ap an o fusd
(which Laber camue to be kodwi as the Special Arab Ald Fand for Africs
(SAAFA) of $200m. It also baer decided o set wp an Arsh Baak for
African Devebopnscas (BADEA), Tuumw:mmun-
help. The Africams derided (bena m hall-bmanod sxasisc

mnwmﬂurmmmmmm
palury sunis sllocaicd BADEA asd SAAFA. Kenya's Assismn Mindsicr for




WﬁmﬂithﬁmMWHMFﬂ
a5 “the cquivabest of & two-yoar outlay by the Mingstry of Educagion” of his
cousery (L.H. Tribune: 1974), They were also pigued hy il insistence of
the Arnbs 1o maks these imstinations cwclusively Arab raiher than gt Afro-
Amsb, Purbermore, the refusal 1o channed the funds thnomph the African
muuummmm.numﬂ
the Anb League Hesdguanen in Cakro o collect the fird msiallmen of
wheir share of the ofl fund created a kot of ill-feclings m the DAL The
Africans also resented the imposition of political cowditiomalities for
benefitng from these funds. The them Nigerian foreign manisacr, General
publicly criticized the Arabs for what be called e “patromizing
aititede”. Senegal's foreijn mindsier, Asane Sech, was even niee hhum. He
seabed that the “idea of being a beggar of the Arabs is o scoepiahile o
Africans” (Ofo, 1985h).

This was, however, mere posturing. Alitamgh ihey wese mesn uslappy
wiih their treatment by the Arabs, the parlous staic of thoir coomomsies boft
menly all of Africa with B0 choice but o succusnb o the Arab “dictaie”.
African stabes came o realize dhat insiead of being beneficarses of their
Mlisnce with the Ambs, they were net losers. They haed w0 bhear the full
impact of the oil crisis. Consequenily, mamy bhad w0 wse over 35% of dhesr
bodgets for Emporsed ol even sfier drasiic oshacks in the  guasicy
imponed. They suffered sericus balance of paynient problens anribaishle
oil price imcreases and mamy wenr i seriows debe as @ resuli
« there was @ "peecipivous decline in official foreign neserves
Beavy bonmowing from domestic amd foreign wwrces, and
inahility o capitalize amy bur ibe mos modes
Mosz smportent, the crisis not only plaoed addStional Ananciad
oa mosi African ecomsmies. buoi 18 @ mimder of isstances.
undermined economies alresdy beavily impacted by other anrelsed factors
B drought, political instability, carbor  debe,  govermme
missnasagement and the like™ (Le Vine and Liske, 1579201

The problem was sot just the volume of Arsh sid. in dstrabotion &d not
reflect & tendency that could peomols pesmine Cooperation. It dbowed a
remariable bins towards Arsh and Musfim countries. Durlag the period
197379, Africa received omly 5,89 of rowl Arsb aid. The bullk of Arab aid
wenit i0 non-il producing Amb sees — sccousting for 5% of wal Anb
l]-ﬁl.]ld'lp:rhﬂ 15731975, ‘when the nesd for compessasory abd o weak
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1R8Sh).
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Besides a substantial proportion of bilseral scisance was dirocied mwards
the prommotion of lslum mather than for economic development. The bulk of
the $4.5m assistunce cxpended under the Tevhnical Assiannce Fand before
ﬁnﬂdﬁmhlm,hﬂnm.MMWh.
Lansine Kaba of Guinea as carly &5 1976 w0 lamem “hlamt Muskime wish
St Amhs were imvolved in African projects for developoont mither tean
merely in the construction of wosgues amd [samic comers” (Kaba, 1976
41). In addition. the perms of the Arsh-OPEC aid penerally hardensd from
1974 w0 1573, Even then. aciual disburscnient rarely cxconded berween 33
and 45% of commimoents and mech of it wok excesively jodg o
muslerialine,

The politics of ssymenctry that charsceerier relations berween the e
proups  was alss, evidonl in the prefercine of  bilaendism  over
multilstcralism by the Arabs i their awsistance progranmses. A ghossary
comparkson of te capital of Arab makial fisascial inssicatons and Arsh
sponsoved akd agoncies brings this into sturp focus. The Saudi Fund for
Developmes bud an indtial capiead of §2.9 billion, amd was later incressed
o 58 billion. The matonal funds of Abu Dhabi, kg, Kowail and Saedi
Arabia have 3 combined capital of over $16. 589 hillion. D the other hand
the capital of BADEA, (plus SAAFA snd the Fund for Techiles) Assiance)
remaims osly ot a lmle over 3988 And hotwoen 1974 and 1981, oaly
&.18% of il bilaerl snd multilassral Arah ssicance were chanmelod
tercugh HADEA.

The prefenemce of bilseral chamneds is, of course, typical and o)
in imernational politics, in spite of African obgecte. S chanmels afford
Mnmmﬂ-mwwm-ﬁmmumm
allGcation of their fimancial assistance. They st allivw DuinmE cxposur:
and public relations impact of aid wien desrd, il yet provide complese
mﬂmmmﬂbumamw;n
changes b bilaceral political relations as was the case when I8 Amis was
overhrows in Ugands or when the Densocrari; Republic of Comgo {then
Zare) wowd Liberia reesssfshod diphmaacic rebaties waih lusel.
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peictrated A, amd panticipased both i the
Wﬂm‘ﬁﬁmuhuﬂuh;—'ﬂ-ﬂ_
of Middlc Easiern. pamicularly Amab, inflococes asd hax smparicd listhe
besides s slave laboat, -ln hissorical times, Africass were the slaves, U
mmw,nﬂﬂm'tmmmmh

of Ealans, of Arsbic cultuie aod langeage. I &
st in emid, blisiering vopicsl Africen climase, ﬂ.hmkuuull‘
they are bande ready for the sed duncs of the Asshian Desen. Lo the mote
comtemporary times, ot is te Africans looking ep 1o the Arbs fior ol snd
asd. AlL these bave fed and continue o reinforce in the Amb, 3 psychology
dm,dm,nﬂdmm&ﬁﬁﬁ
_.i.h:l_n'nih'm;&.:lrufﬁfm—llhﬂ:E_idﬁ-hlhuddk_
have psarmtially boen crgamzed s the supevstrociural kevel. Apan from
ammaal prlgranages, which have thomselves ool boon mtally meulaicd Gos
high politcs, mlagoss have boon csscntially politcal, coafined almost
eaclusively 1o conferences, bilateesl cachange of visks and the issuance of
platicudizous. joing ssssmens and conumunigoss by government officials.
Transmgonal relanoes have Boen langely shsent. For Africa, the retums
Rave boen largely dissppoiming, boty psychologically and materially.

Brcamsr contects have beem mainly imergovernmental, the inberests of

icgimcs father  than these of the pooples have been  prodomibmant.
Unformunscly most of the leadon lak vison. Africa has ofoatine:
condespended v bumilkating werms booause ber keaders parsue [Bcrests thae

survival of regienes ratbier than tase of (he people.

of geography has, nonctheiess, destined Africa w costinue u
hntnﬂdﬂﬁcwﬂmhmhﬂmh an
Wtﬂuﬂh-murmhh]ﬂm
horwever, Boed 1o change. Bosidos, sub-structural Bes winibd have oassunu
promanence for fnaiful murudly beocfiosl relstions w develop

However, sach trans-nathonsl tes can only develop and he mesningful

when and where the people have the fresdom o organize their lives withou
the “imtinvidating eyes” snd the "oppressive hands’ of dicoonal regimes.
Alfnca can ooly recover s digeiry amd asosme §is i - im the
inpernational gystern if ber guvermments respect the I..m:u:h.
rights of their chiktcns. The popple should be-allecd 16 ongeokee Bl
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politics and economics twough gemmine domocrstic processes. It i
hypocricical for Afncan povernpernts o domand ferther demo rtization of
the mermarional systesa withomi a commosponding domsocratieaton of both
prisciples and wdesls ape universal. Africans shoald be weary of so-calied
“hioume-grown” democracies and Cibe calt of indispensable loaders”. Such
idess are no more tham deviows traps of dictasors often chonused by
chusbsmes, booibckems. and welf-secking prasse singers.
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