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ABSTRACT 

The st udy exa mi ned t he fact ors  t hat  ai ded t he transfor mati on of  Boko Hara m i nt o 

a transnati onal  i nsurgent  gr oup and appraised t he i nfl uence of  t he Boko Hara m 

transnati onal  i nsurgency on Ni geria’s  f orei gn policy.  It  also i nvesti gat ed how t he 

transnati onal  i nsurgency of  Boko Hara m has  i mpact ed on Ni geria’s  rel ations  wit h her 

i mmedi at e nei ghbours  and ext ernal  rel ati ons.  These were wit h t he vi ew t o underst andi ng 

the i nfl uence of  Boko Hara m’s  transnati onal  i nsur gency on t he Ni gerian f orei gn poli cy 

bet ween 2010 and 2017.  

Pri mar y and secondary dat a were utilised f or  t he study.  Pri mar y dat a were sourced 

through docu ment ati on and i n-dept h i nt ervi ews  with 15 pur posi vel y sel ected respondents 

from t he f oll owi ng st udy popul ation:  Nati onal  Defence Coll ege ( NDC)  ( 3),  t he Mi ni stry 

of  Forei gn Affairs ( MFA)  ( 3);  t he Ni gerian I nstitute of  I nt ernati onal  Affairs ( NII A)  ( 2); 

the Chadi an Embassy (1)  and Ni gerien Embassy ( 1)  i n Ni geria.  Ot her  respondents 

incl uded schol ars/researchers  from Obafe mi  Awolowo Uni versit y,  Ile-Ife.  The choi ce of 

the respondents  was  based on t he strengt h of  t heir  expertise,  knowl edge and engage ment 

wi t h security i ssues  and policy f or mul ati on.  Secondary dat a were sourced from t ext books, 

journal  articles,  conference papers,  l ect ures,  ne wspaper,  magazi nes,  past  research wor ks 

and i nternet mat erials. The collected dat a were anal ysed usi ng narrative met hods.  

The result  showed t hat  fact ors  such as  geographi cal  l ocati on,  gover nment 

negli gence,  gl obalisation,  i deol ogy r oot ed i n Isl a mi c f unda ment alism,  cr oss-bor der 
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linkage and l anguage,  radi calis m and extre mi sm ai ded t he easy transfor mati on of  t he 

gr oup i nt o a transnati onal  i nsurgent  gr oup.  It  also showed t hat  t he transformati on of  Boko 

Hara m i nsurgent  gr oup i nt o a transnati onal  i nsurgent  redefi ned Ni gerian forei gn policy. 

Furt her more,  t he transfor mati on of  Boko Haram i nsurgent  gr oup i nt o a  t ransnati onal 

insurgent  gr oup had negative i mpli cati ons  on Ni geria’s  i mage pr oj ecti on wi th ot her  worl d 

powers.  The st udy poi nted out  t hat  Boko Hara m’s transfor mati on and i ncursi on i nt o t he 

nei ghbouri ng countries  of  Chad,  Ni ger  and Ca meroon ensured a more friendl y and r obust 

relati onshi p a mongst t he countries.  

The st udy concl uded t hat  t he transfor mati on of  Boko Hara m’s  i nsurgency i nt o a 

transnati onal  one on t he one hand,  strengt hened Ni geria’s  rel ati onshi p wi th its  i mmedi at e 

nei ghbours,  whil e on t he ot her  gave Ni geria a  negati ve i mage across  t he worl d.
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CHAPTER ONE 

I NTRODUCTI ON 

1. 1 Background to the St udy 

Insurgent  acti vities  have wr ecked devast ating havoc on i ndependent  st ates  and t he worl d 

as  a  whol e;  creati ng apprehensi on f or  st ate actors  and t hreat eni ng gl obal  securit y.  In recent 

years,  t he worl d has  witnessed an i ncrease i n t he e mer gence of  i nsurgents,  t errorists or  milit ant 

gr oups.  For  i nstance,  the i nsurgent  gr oups  of t he  Isl a mi c Resistance Move ment  ( Ha mas); 

Hezbolla;  Isla mi c St at e of  Iraq and Syri a (I SI S);  Tali ban;  Al - Qaeda;  Al -Shaabab;  and Boko 

Hara m have engaged i n vi ol ent  acti vities  t o achi eve t heir  separat e obj ecti ves.  To evade do mestic 

security efforts,  t hese insurgent  gr oups  have sought  sanct uaries  i n neighbouri ng countries, 

thereby ext endi ng t heir zone of  i nfl uence,  t hreat eni ng nati onal  and i nt ernati onal  peace and 

security ( Wassel,  2012). Hence,  t he i nsurgent  gr oups  transfor m t heir  do mestic acti vities  t o 

transnati onal insurgency whi ch has domi nat ed t he cont e mporary i nternati onal syste m.  

Tr ansnati onal  i nsurgency i s  t he gradual  expansi on of  do mestic i nsurgent  acti vities  from a 

nati onal  boundary t o anot her,  mostl y t o t he adj oi ni ng nei ghbours  ( Sal ehyan,  2009). 

Tr ansnati onal  i nsurgency li mits t he coerci ve power  of  a  st ate,  such t hat it  i s  i mpossi bl e f or  an 

independent  st ate al one to effecti vel y address  t he excesses  of  t he i nsurgents.  The ext ensi on t o 

nei ghbori ng st at e gi ves t he i nsurgent  gr oups  unequi vocal  ability t o effecti vel y regr oup and 

redepl oy ( Sal ehyan,  2009).  Several  countries  of t he worl d have had different  experiences  of 

terroris m and i nsurgent  attacks  from known gr oups  whi ch are mostl y dri ven by a  central  moti ve 

of  ensuri ng Isl a mi c i deology ( Okor oafor  & Ukpabi,  2015).  For  i nstance, t he Unit ed St at e of 

Ameri ca had a  maj or  attack on Sept e mber  11,  2001 when t he Al - Qaeda bo mbed t he t wi n t ower 

of  t he worl d trade cent er at  Ne w Yor k and t he Pent agon.  The attack spontaneousl y transfor med 
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the st ates’  percepti on t o t ransnati onal  i nsurgency,  defense and securit y, as  it  decl ared war  on 

terroris m ( Ne w York Magazi ne,  2010).  Ho wever,  t here have been al ar mi ng experiences  of 

insurgent across devel oping countries, particul arl y in Africa and t he Mi ddl e East. 

Insurgent  acti vities,  which usuall y ori gi nat e wi t hi n soverei gn st ates, has  overti me 

beco me  t ransnati onal  as t he i nsurgent  sects operate across  nati onal  boundaries  t o i ncl ude 

nei ghbouri ng countries.  For  i nstance,  t he Al - Qaeda gr oup operat es  across t he Ar abi an Peni nsul a 

and Isl a mi c Maghreb havi ng net wor ks  i n Li bya,  Mali  and Egypt.  Al so,  the Tali ban operat es 

across  t he Pakistan- Af ghanistan bor der  whil e t he Isla mi c St at e sects operate al ong t errit ories 

across  Iraq,  Syri a and t he Sahel  Sahara regi on.  Likewi se,  Al - Shabaah operates  i n So malia whil e 

the Hezbolla sects are found across  Lebanon and so me  ot her  i n Mi ddl e East ern St at es.  Li ke 

ot hers,  t he Boko Hara m sect  perpetrate vi ol ent  activities  i n Ni geria;  and t his has  i n recent  years 

ext ended t o countries  of  Chad,  Ca mer oon and Ni ger  Republic ( Fat ai 2016,  Wassel  2012, 

Shuai bu, Salleh and Shehu 2015, Okor oafor & Ukpabi, 2016).  

In t he nort heast  Ni geria, t he i nsurgent  gr oup popul arl y referred t o as  Boko Hara m,  but 

wi t h t he official  na me  Jamaat u Ahlis Sunnah Li d da’ awati  whi ch means Peopl e co mmi tt ed t o 

the pr opagati on of  t eachings  of  Pr ophet  and Hol y War  ( Al ao,  2011)  has  become  a  transnati onal 

threat,  under mi ni ng soverei gnt y and l egiti macy of  t he government.  The sect  has  aggressi vel y 

de monstrated hi gh degree of  vi ol ence t hrough i ncessant  killi ngs  and ki dnappi ng of  Ni geri ans 

and non- Ni gerians;  i nsti gati ng concern f or  st ates  in t he i nt ernati onal  co mmunit y.  Boko Hara m i s 

dri ven by t he ulti mat e goal  of  di s mantli ng t he Nigerian st ate and t o i ntroduce Isl a mi c doctri nes 

(Fa wol e,  2014).  It  seeks  for  t he est ablishment  of  a Sharia government;  expect ed t o be  headed by 

a reli gi ous  l eader.  In li ke manner,  Boko Hara m sect  believes  t hat  t he creation of  an Isl a mi c st at e 

wi ll  be a cl ear  exa mpl e and replica f or  good governance syst e m.  The not ion whi ch has  gai ned 
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pr omi nence i s  t hat,  Boko Hara m i s  dri ven by t he phil osophy t hat  West ern educati on i s  si nful  and 

forbi dden.  Ho wever,  t he gr oup opposes  t his  on asserti on on t he basis  t hat;  it  i s  moti vat ed t o 

achi eve supre macy of  Isla mi c pri nci pl es  over  western ci vilization and culture ( Ovi asogi e,  2013). 

The i nsurgent  acti vities  whi ch was  i nitiall y restrict ed t o t he t hree st ates  of Ada ma wa,  Bor no and 

Yobe, transfor med t o ot her regi ons, mostl y i n t he nort h (Fa wol e, 2015).  

The do mestic i ssue of  Boko Hara m i nsurgency had beco me  ext ernalized wit h ot her 

terrorist  groups.  For  i nstance,  Reut er  (2014)  affirms  t hat  t he sect  has  continuousl y engaged wit h 

Al - Qaeda,  as  its  me mbers  attended AQI M t rai ni ng cent er  i n Ti mbukt u,  Mali  i n 2011.  The gr oup 

also di spat ched me mbers t o So mali a,  t o j oi n Al - Shabaab i n its  trai ni ng camp.  There,  t hey were 

taught  on how t o construct  and det onate i mpr ovised expl osi ve devi ces,  and at  t he sa me  ti me 

carry out  sui ci de bo mbi ng ( Shuai bu,  et  al  2015).   Identified also i s  t he affirmati on t hat  t he gr oup 

runs  an i nt ernati onal  net wor k of  recruit ment,  trai ni ng and i ndoctri nati ng ca mps  i n Gao,  and 

Ki dal  i n Mali,  Ca mer oun,  Chad,  Sudan and Central  Africa Republic.  As a  matter  of  fact,  t his 

instance portrays  how t he i nsurgent  gr oup has  over  t he years  gai ned rel evant  connecti ons  wit h 

maj or African Ji hadists. 

Thi s  transfor mati on i n t he mode of  operati on and ext ensi on t o transnati onal  i nsurgency makes 

the gr oup t o be one of  the hi ghl y sought  t errorist  organisati on by t he United St at e of  Ameri ca 

(Fa wol e,  2012).  Al so,  several  multi nati onal  cooperati ons  has  been i nitiated i n response t o 

transnati onal  i nsurgency of  t he Boko Haram sect.  Omot uyi  ( 2017)  observed t hat  t he 

Multi nati onal Joi nt Task Force ( MJ TF) operati on was i nitiated t o 

 


