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ABSTRACT

The study examnedthe factorsthat ai dedthe transfor mation of Boko Haraminto
a transnational insurgent group and appraised the influence of the Boko Haram
transnational insurgency on N geria’s foreign policy. It also investigated how the
transnational insurgency of Boko Haram has i npacted on N geria’s relations with her
i mmedi ate nei ghbours and external relaions. These were wththe viewt o understandi ng
the influence of Boko Haranis transnational insurgency onthe N gerian foreign policy

bet ween 2010 and 2017.

Pri mary and secondary data were utilisedfor the study. Pri nary data were sourced
through docunentation andin-depthinterviews with 15 purposi vel y sel ected respondents
fromt he falow ng study popul ation: National Defence College (NDO (3), the Mnistry
of Foreign Affairs ( MFA) (3); the N gerian Institute of International Affairs (NI A (2);
the Chadian Embassy (1) and Ngerien Enbassy (1) in Ngeria Qher respondents
included schol ars/researchers from Cbafem Awolowo Uni versity, lle-Ife. The choice of
the respondents was based ont he strength of t heir expertise, know edge and engage nent
withsecurityissues and policyfor mulation Secondary data were sourced fromt ext books,
journal articdes, conference papers, lectures, newspaper, nagazines, past research wor ks

andirternet naterials. The collected data were anal ysed using narrative et hods.

The resut showed that factors such as geographical location governmnent

negligence, globalisation, idedogy roated in Islamc fundanentalism cross-border



linkage and language, radicalismand extremsm ai ded the easy transfor nation of the
groupintoatransnational i nsurgent group. It also showedt hat t he transformati on of Boko
Haraminsurgent group into a transnational i nsurgent redefined N gerian foreign palicy.
Further nore, the transfor nation of Boko Haram insurgent group into a transnational
insurgent group had negativei nplications on N geria’si nage projection with other world
powers. The study pointed out that Boko Haram’s transfor mation and incursionintothe
nei ghbouring countries of Chad, N ger and Ca neroon ensured a nore friend y and r obust

relationshi p anongst the countries.

The study concl uded t hat the transfor mation of Boko Haranis insurgencyinto a
transnational one onthe one hand, streng hened N geria’s relationship withitsi mmediate

nei ghbours, while on the other gave Ngeria a negative i nage across the world
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CHAPTER ONE

I NTRODUCTI ON
11 Backgroundtothe Sudy

Insurgent activities have wrecked devastating havoc onindependent states andthe world
as a whole; creating apprehension for state actors and threatening global security. In recent
years, the world has wtnessed anincrease inthe e mergence of i nsurgents, terrorists or mlitant
groups. For instance, the insurgent groups of the Islamc Resistance Move nent ( Hanas);
Hezbollg Islamc Sate of Irag and Syria (19S); Taliban, A- Queda; A-Shaabab; and Boko
Haramhave engagedinvident activitiestoachieve t heir separate obj ectives. To evade donestic
security efforts, these insurgent groups have sought sanctuaries in neighbouring countries,
thereby extending their zone of influence, threatening national and international peace and
security ( Wissel, 2012). Hence, the insurgent groups transfor mtheir donestic activities to
transnati onal insurgency which has domnatedthe contenporary irternational system

Transnational i nsurgencyis the gradual expansion of domnesticinsurgent activities froma
national boundary to ancther, nostly to the adjoning neighbours (Salehyan 2009).
Transnational insurgency |i mits the coercive power of a state suchthat it isi npossible for an
independent state al one to effectivel y address the excesses of the insurgents. The extensionto
nei ghboring state gives the insurgent groups unequivocal ability to effectively regroup and
redepl oy (Salehyan, 2009). Several countries of the world have had different experiences of
terrorismand i nsurgent attacks fromknown groups which are nostly driven by a central notive
of ensuring Islamc ideology ( Ckoroafor & Ukpabi, 2015). For instance, the United Sate of
Anerica had a maj or attack on September 11, 2001 whenthe A- Qaeda bonbedthet wntower

of the worldtrade center at New York andthe Pentagon The attack spontaneouslytransfor ned
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the states’ perception to transnational insurgency, defense and security, as it declared war on
terrorism (New York Magazine, 2010). However, there have been alar mng experiences of
insurgent across devel oping countries, particuarlyin Aricaandthe Mdd e East.

Insurgent activities, which usually orignate within sovereign states, has overti ne
becone transnational as the insurgent sects operate across national boundaries to include
nei ghbouri ng countries. For instance, the A- Queda group operates acrossthe Arabian Peninsula
and Islamc Mghreb having networks in Libya, Mili and Egypt. Aso the Taliban operates
across the Pakistan- Aghanistan border while the Islamc State sects operate along territories
across Irag Syriaandthe Sahel Sahararegion Likewse, A-Shabaah operaesin Sonalia while
the Hezbolla sects are found across Lebanon and sone other in Mddle Eastern Sates. Like
ot hers, the Boko Haramsect perpetrate vident activitiesin N geria andthis hasinrecent years
extended to countries of Chad, Camneroon and Nger Republic (Fatai 2016, \Wssel 2012
Shuai by, Salleh and Shehu 2015, Ckoroafor & Wkpabi, 2016).

Inthe northeast N geria the insurgent group popularlyreferredto as Boko Haram but
withthe officda name Jamaatu Ahlis Sunnah Lid da’awati which means People committedto
the propagation of teachings of Prophet and Holy War ( Aao, 2011) has becone atransnational
threat, under mning sovereignty and legiti macy of the governnent. The sect has aggressively
demonstrated high degree of vidence through incessart killings and ki dnapping of N gerians
and non- N gerians; i nstigating concernfor statesintheinternational community. Boko Haramis
driven by the ulti nate goal of disnantlingthe Nigerianstate andtointroduce Islamc doctrines
(Fawol e, 2014). It seeks for the establishnent of a Sharia governnent; expectedto be headed by
areligous leader. Inlike manner, Boko Haramsect believesthat the creation of anlslanmc state

will be a clear exanple and replicafor good governance system The nation which has gai ned
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promnenceisthat, Boko Haramis driven bythe phil osophythat WWsterneducationis sinful and
forbidden However, the group opposes this on assertion on the basis that; it is notivated to
achieve supre nacy of Islamc principles over westerncivlizationand culture (Oviasogie, 2013).
The i nsurgent actiuvties which was initiallyrestrictedtothethree states of Adanawa, Bornoand
Yobe, transfor ned to aher regions, nostlyinthe north (Fawole, 2015).

The donestic issue of Boko Haraminsurgency had becone externalized wth ot her
terrorist groups. For instance, Reuter (2014) affirns that the sect has continuously engaged wth
A - Qaeda, asits nme nmbers attended AQ Mtraining centerin Ti nbuktu Maliin 2011 The group
also dispatched e mbersto Somalia tojoin A-Shabaabinitstrainng camp. There they were
taught on howto construct and detonate i nprovised expl osive devices, and at the sane ti ne
carry out suicide bonbing (Shuai bu, et a 2015). Idertifiedalsoisthe affirmationthat the group
runs an international network of recruit nent, training and indoctrinating canps in Gao, and
Kidal in Mali, Cameroun, Chad, Sudan and Central Arica Republic. A a matter of fact, this
instance portrays howt he i nsurgent group has over the years gained relevant connections wth
maj or Arican Jihadists.

This transfor mationinthe node of operation and extensionto transnational i nsurgency makes
the group to be one of the highly sought terrorist organisation by the United State of Anerica
(Fawole, 2012). Asa several multinational cooperations has been initiaed in response to
transnational insurgency of the Boko Haram sect. Onotuyi (2017) observed that the

Multinational Joint Task Force ( M TF) operationwas intiatedto
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