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ltrodsction

From the vime | fire Became actively en in the peographer’s
erst, | have often wondered ar how vmrt the dimeniont in
the discipline. | am unrﬁlhﬂ word dimeacioi o mean pent hves
or poings of view. O & the opinbons beld by 1, there
arg cortiln vigwi expreiged by the luyman whes probably had a
smattering of what Is called geagraphy in the secondary schools.
The lapman might haee drop the subject in class three or foor
shortly before snarting Bis schood certifioate simply because he was
unable to cope with drawing maps or interpreting contowr o
becuse he was lered wway by the combdnstion of science wabjects.
Although he might have betome & dininguithed physicii or lywyper
afterwarde, the gquettion: he skt of 2 ,t-bn-p‘tphlr are illuetrative of
what may be described. in loowe terms. as the layman’s perspective
on the wu Samplet of weh questions sre: What ki the sltitude
ol Hel y is the harmattan Nngering oa till March thiz
How many miles, by road, s it from here to Kaura Mamoda & 1
Ehm 1 go by the way of llorin, Zungery and Funtual Bath here
and ehiewhere, a1 George Kimble bai put . “many people il
think of the geagrapher as a dealer in terrestrial brt-u-a:
sacild functlan i 1o provide other pecples with antwers 1o quiz
“.:“fﬂ"ﬂ;m professionaly who kmowhedgeable tha
other non- L] are more than

aur hypothetical lyyman concede thar maps are the wock-in-trade
me to the extent that they ralie Bigh their

ey pet ©o know of o treatise prmd by a peographer under
the ticle, The Spocial Organinstion of y! The msme comception
sbout the wubject makes a librarisn or bookieller clansiy 3 peo-
H‘l.ph-bl"!. work entitled Migronts and Malorie? under Medidine and

wrskng rather than under Geography. In the same wein, some
pertont cannot believe their eyes when a profeisor of hy
iy made to abandon & game of lewn tennds oaly a few minutes
the start by mo other mutural element thas raln, They sxpect that
an expert Wh; vhould at least be able to predict
with wlic accuracy even W ke i3 not versatile enough to

I:Ellll ean fustify the lapman’s views on two maln grounds. In the
firtt place. timilar ones were carrent l.rl:l in geograghical
circles ax ane time o the ether durl exiigmes of the
subject a1 3 distinet body of I‘-r-nm nn-r as about 2508.C.
Generally regarded at the mot of the swiences, and a prolefic
matker ar that, che -:uhjm has had numergus -ﬂ;p-rln:. many of
which hive become firmly entablithed u stademic disciplines in
thedr aown right. And naturally n phy continues to eakntadn
maternal relatipaships with ﬂ:lm' n-ﬁ;prlrl n-ulh. guth EFEas

of lplr-illl-r.l-nrn s Blogeog n-‘p-hlglﬁ'.
e njﬁgm amingat Beithk I ,qurmrr



mddreaing am Amserican asdience drives hame this poént, " Geograghy
i m Los emenf scademic cltbes in that it iprawly over o very
area. it merges with its medphboiurs, and we have 3 hard time
the central business districe™® | the prolessional e
riences difficulty In finding the core of the wubjetr, how much lexn
ke layman!

The second t toncerning the justficoien of the laymas’s
whgw all the u I% thac mhr has had such a phenomenal
growth since the 1950's that eves a profesional not kesping abreast
with developments in the subject may think in terma of a diflerent

::rp-l of gecgraphy from the one which o te geegraphers
Today's practitionscs sdviiedly use the word ° rrnn1-.|rJ¢n
l:-u- -|:|l-|-|:r|=hl the imcorilons of new methods, concepts, and intar-

digeiplimury relationhips which have umn:ﬂ = ml{-u-r shifia
d'mphm within the tubjece?

Thete comments on the layman's point of view illustrate the fece
that simce raphy has spamned two miflenia it s to be expected
thar it would have developed pumercut dimeetiony, enpecially o
the mh-lﬁ'.r. 'I'-l.l- rimissive enough in it formative years fo aooom-
modate practically any account which Pad te do with the earth
wrfsce and men's uie of It Chite 4 va, in this regpect, i the
darivation of the word geography from the Greek ge, meand
the eorth, and grepbs, meaning IFH:J:E So the an might
bave bees writing :h-ull: the carth in the way | have mentioned

Having wid this much of ntroduction, sbout the layman’s
wiewi of the subject, et |'|'|-u dress the remainkng portica of this
Imurttn.l:ld-l:ﬂi:'i:n phers and their nrmerous kith and kis,

I propois to ﬁnp-:: Ure, Fl ; | shall briefly
review some post-cliical lﬂmm the ':ub . Sacandly, |
shall refer specifically te the ewltural d1m-u|uhn in the rubject
Thirdly, | shall iHlustrsze the cultursl dimenticn with some selected
case itudie, Fn-ur:th I shafl thow how imperative it it to develop
a cwltizral dimescion in the subject. Fifdhly, | thall indicate vome )
the semeroes Beneflss chao 'mIII AEEFUE ;rn-rﬂ pdepring 3 cwttural
peripactive in the wbject. And finally, | thall conclude by making
the podnt that for hy to contribute madmally to the totaliy
of haman mw heere and in the world ar birge, its cultural
dimesilon muit bd emihaiined,

Fﬂtqdmlnlﬂlmmlmhﬁﬂmphr
Tl the l&th century mast of the practitioners i peography were

many mare things than just peographer:, mathems-

atronomers,  (phi poets  and
historians. Because of the va -ﬂ-l‘ll'l-l'i-rhl: nd, thesr wiewt
sbout the icope and purpose of were multi-dimenshonsl.

wigw, i the semse thar they considersd g
eentred, Although they TH in broad mrrn-t ﬂnu 'r.1'n|- iuh-lu::
dealt with the earth as the home of man, the emphasis was stroagly
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on man, As such their geography wat humanised a4 has been vividip
ifustrated H:l-d HHH IHT:-'I e S
EVER escript vaeahy ra
urﬂtﬂr sloag anthr phic |III:IF;I:I'I=I.H Pt-.l:l b thie
eighteesith century. The human meaphor sdopted In
those days hat perilited, A river Bag it mouth, B arma
It bed; m seacoasit Ras (6 hesdiansds, its necks of land,
iti nages: & KU, s Pan%ks and it brow; o mouscals chaln,

its toeth.®
The views of moit of chess pedt-clussical ware how-
aver dutinct from esch other In fefma deprees of inter-

redatianibip wikich they propounded s existing betwesen mes and
envircament. In this respecs, thres mujor dimendlom of geogra-
phial thaught became dominans, namely, peographical determindsm,
lﬂ possibliliem and gesgraphical llim, As importamt
i dimenshons or theories are a6 landmarks in geographecal
thought, they cas be referred to oaly briefly in this lectwre,

Geographical determinim recognized the elementi of the envi-
ranment a5 stimulating er inhibiting man ia his varied activities.
Thi vidw wiich iz wp wat that man was ac the mercy of the
envircnment. |t vested the enviroament with the role of producing
the differences amongp pecplel. nationalities snd clviltzations. In
cther wards it somerded the envirenment with the power 1o direcz,
controd and determine the course of humas sction,

bcal postibilium, s 5n outeniible reaction to determinism,

g scope of man's actiom rather than the limits. The
posabilivt: ssserted that “there are no nefeuitier but everywhere
ponaibilithes and maa 33 3 master of thete posaibilithet i the judge
of thedr use™." Put differently, nature was seen 2z belmg no more
than &h sdviser. Man®s free will was Ei :Iu.rlr R
forceful then nature in the procen of man's wie of the relource
o whe earth.

Anathker dimention of thought in al the Intersccion
between man and the environment was of peagraphical pro-
Babilism. Although it thares “the philowophy of mans as part of a
clogely knlr environmental dyndrome™? with decermimism  nsd
pmﬁﬂhn‘l. the ability of man o rank the options open to him by
assigning to each an order of preference bs nized. In simple
mm-],.nil probabilist I8 aware that “at ane are choae cases
that are purely deterministic and at the other those that are purely
poasibilistic, while in betwesn are the great majority which reflect
thie whole utulm;ﬂﬂjprﬁhl-hihﬂuﬂmuut[rﬂmﬂwilmi
degrees of influence exerted by numercus intarscting facton”.

Many geographers today comsider probabilim & sthlsctery

modal because It ﬂm:trn.tm more to reality than
the ather causatsondl theories also bocause It makes room for
the kentification, isclition and weighting of the Iaterscting multl-
factors invelwed in human sction secompanying the e of the earth's
surince.



Tha Cultural Dirmention in Geography

The major weakness of all the aforementionad dimenibont i that
kave asumed two principal interacting factors; man anmd
ranment, or land and people; afthough it may be prasved tha
wither of the two might comist of pumercul sublsctars. Further-
more, with particular reference to probabilism, & has been thown
that man does not necescarily follow or adopt the line of action
which normally hss the highest probabilicy, Pur diferenaly, mun
i not an optimiver, Rather he ki & satlificer who st sy particular
time chooses o course of action which is satisfactory esough but
mot Aecetisrily the mose bogieal or profitable. The facy that man i
not mecesiarily an optimiier bat & iathificer hai been for me coe of
the most important issues i the determination of hsman activithes
in different parts of the world. | often ask myself 3 series of questions
in this connésttion. ¥what makes the man in the t develop &
certain way of life and, & it were, stay put there! i ig that &
gergain land sres nsswmes o particulur pattern wnder one proup of
people and a complately dfferent pattera under snother set of
Ie! :“;:;:J..Iid!;:'u that Hmmu ?-I'Ihl- l.hl:;-:
wnd tro wiere inte . Wlper & few years
LS. lendicape of megalopolies, ikyscrapari, and wnthllslﬂ:rl
would shift to tropical Africa, while the buth Tallors sEpe.
pettlemsency ol huts with low tkylines, and ribbon-like road necwerks
would ba eitablithed i the U5

My reaction to thete questiond hin made me to develop the view
thie there are more than twe principal actors, man and eavironment,
in the evolution of our man-made lind . | have paruisten
incuded a third actor whith is cultisre. |n other word: om the
ewrth’s swrface, instead of two principal actors, man and environ-
ment, there are 22 least three: mus, environment and culture.

Let me quickly add that there are thowe who may wonder whether
the third acvor, culvere, which | have recogeized ax worthy of a
diztinetly separate ide should pot have been subtumed 21 an
sttribate or tub-factor of man in the man-environmant comphe,

or of people in the lundspeopde com fc is true that in the ordinary
measg of the word, one could hardly think of mon snd pesple without
thop i of culture. But, in fact, in higal cireles, until recantly,

oultere wis not given § separate dentity and it was hardly accorded
asy prominesce when mon of people were contidered, Espechilly
among many Britith peograghers, cultere it 3 recent geographical
concept just finding ity way into the dictionary of geographical

Lerms
Dwu the early days of raphical thought ia this country
ik blﬂ which .r:hi' tl‘:ﬂﬁln{ prestigioos. pablications on the
subject wis [ond and People in NI wl'nﬂuu:ﬂupwmqﬂmhtr
seturately R scope and . Comildered in retroipect, the
beal it mow known to have disporporticnately short in it
of Migerisn colture. | have slwapn withed to see the

b juibitance and in title as Lond, People and Culturs

|



in Migesia, in the alternative | have cherished the hape and mursed
the ambition 1o write & book of similar coverage snd title at the
earliest opportunity so as to provide the warp and woof of the full
ﬂnﬁhr of Miperin. By thinking in verma of land, people wnd
culture imitesd of juit lind snd le, | am delibarstely addin
another dimenskon to the l:-:-fl the swbject. Other parallels
tha tri ol this kdea are habimat, economy ard society; lund, man
w | Bpate, mﬂ ;r.:rudhr.rupuﬂd ¢ place, work, and folk;
» ECOnamy ang atlnogprip ahg 49 On.

In concrete terms | have recognised the need to po beyond the
lewed of peagraphicsl probabilium snd get out of the dispute con-
cerning causal relasionthips between man snd environment in
order to resch the level of understanding which the functiconsd
cantrisucian of culture generates. Tha dimension | uJIHr-nphl-:q-F
cwdtwrailim, @ term whith parir the main idea | kave boan pro-
claiming aver the and w | 'will ¢ontinue to articulate wntil
& reore meaningiul idea is discovered,
ptiacion fo e king of £ha andacapa oF Sy fea arih Sara

Im € n t iR ares anosot
be socurntely ascessed IE. terms of their mntmh]i'ntm and influence
without reference 1o the q"F-u and degree of cubtural GLErL
#t work. In my view, therelore, the sarth's surface, which is the
object of study of geopraphers. consists of a mosaic of ns
whieh nirm:lhumlq.utduﬂtuquuufmawu. n arber
words, | stcord gnificant impertsnce to the cubtural dimeniion in

while conceding the fact that there are sy other
worthwhile dimensions. My stanoe |5 similar o that of Lewis Mums
ford who hat sugpeited thar “the history of cvilipsson could bo
written in terms of the contalmers that given cultures crested for
themselves—containers for storage of grain. water or wine; for
the channelling of irrigation wazsers or the coatrol of flocds; for
the cartage and movementi of pocdi snd people; for the containmaent
and wheleer of kKings and prefates, soldiers and servants, tradesmen
and arvisens’ " | wm ool the vigw that che surface of the earth,
the setting of man's varied activitbel, can be studied in tarem of the
cultural landucapes which depict and contain the handiwark of man.

Some Saletted Cate Studiss

Py wiews H-ul; thiy lwr line can be illustraced from scee

| rnnrﬂs: snd I:;ﬁhm- In my work ﬁ.l_'l'ﬁ':.lﬁ-l- ::‘huu::
E [eogra e region through cultiare

Iuhi:lm::umﬁulmnmhm; firsely in the mass ol historical

facrs or oral craditiess which surrownd soma of the cultural com-

7



A6l ot chrough v 1o e neok ThIE ks hmongh alaprien
kn useE Eime bn & Rk L] bain
Hw.phﬂl culterslism s my poist of vhew, cormuin concletlons
ware resched. Firne of all, it was found that most of the culteral
itraits in the ares were not brought en mosse by wawes of migrants:
mest of them were independently invested or developed. The

land, people and cultore of the sres were teen 51 1o bale
intertwined that i wai r.l-tl.l-ﬂllf impastible to think of one without
the other. Consequently, the diffidence which caused early wribers
te suggesr & far-feeched place of erigin for the prople and 5 wholeaale
Impartation of the wuperb objects of art of the ares, wai misplaced.
Secondly, it was discovered that the tradithonal culture was until
recently wirile encugh to sbsorb numerous cultursl traits from
machine-backed Western culturel without chasging its essence
and form amd st the same time gaim in robustnest and readience.
Such guslicies were fpund 1o be due o the :I'.l.uudln; interplay
of the land, and cultwre of the ares. Thirdly, it wai ipoecelsted
that in the run and with the full opening of the ares to the
farces of medermizacion nﬂhlnl; will h-tflrnh: vrudinkonal culture
excapt such traits 35 could be synthetized with thair foreign counter-
parts. In particular, the landicape will be drastically transformed,
miuch more than it has been in the past: and in the process there
will be n evergrowing dependents ot oaly oa the respures of
_:rhh- h:lﬂl;nrlm:rum, biat d:;;h IHI-L :hchwlltnln; warld,
2 whataver iy worth, have emerged
Eﬂﬂﬂ of the interplsy of savironmant, pecpla and

eultwre in the area, albeit the focwl wat on the lat, culture,

In another study, | stempted to find the correlation between the
urhin mor of Yorubslznd and that of Weitern coontrie,
It scon became that different caltwral conslderations affected
the pacterss of the rwo aress. While in medievel Europe central
cathedralt and cherchai, marketi, eraftamen’s homes snd thopd

tre of the city to be replaced by the central buiinass
district from the age of industrislization onwards, the foces of
radiciansl Yoruba towns wat the palasce. Ag veth the cancentric,
multiple nuclel theories used to explain the wrban
nm of the western world were virtuslly inapplicsble in
¥ .l-hnumguhnrtﬂfuuhp-ﬂmmrﬁul
= that tha rh-h a cubtural T;:Iml-:jm“

o planetary. wystem of o morphology at
mame time structured the ssttlement n of tha kingdom of
Ehl-d'n it was 1I1-;:|-:r¢pnl:| ulr::l PIE being the ﬂh‘lt:mun.
ritlnl'rin paluce has i in many senses by more
ulbdings erocted by the govermment snd public corpe-
ratiant and ahio pweoeithal berinesemen and former politiciana,



jparts of the town.

In x similar context of che role of caltural factors; | have toudied
tha travel behaviour patterns of farmers In Yorubshed. It i inge-
resting to note that the travelling behavicar patterns which wers
fourmd derive a prest deal from the attitude of the people w the
importancs of town life, from their sttschment to radicionsl festival
and customs, snd from the dominance of sgricultural work s thair
scheme of sconomic sctivities. In some toens where farms are
lqunllr lecwred far H.lr'l'mn the settlement, periodic commisting
takes place in addithon 1o the duﬂr paliing of popalstion out to the
farm and back o the town. danre, n calar, the farming
populuies fluctuates periodically berwesn town amd the farm
st regulsr intarvils of 3 foresighe

This tudy an travel 1o agricultural working pleces in Yorubalsnd
revialed three bk differencet in commaiting as practiied in thi

of the world and in the EwroeAmerican coustries. Firstly,
go-taale commuting in Yorubaland 3 oriented o lewral
work and s ementislly of a non-vehbtlar charsstar while that Ia
EwroeAmericen countries i oriented to indestrial work and i
tﬁmdhrmniﬂwhidumm Secondly, the direction of
flow of traditional eommiin orsbslind it from within the
town ©o the farms in the saba d'thlm:ﬂﬂnurnumnwhhh
reducet the duyvime population of the Yoruba town while the
reverie is the caie in Euro-American countrie in that the direction
of commuting iv from suburb to town centre snd thes back. &
phenomenon which wwells the dlj"tlrbﬂ of the Eurge
Amarican town, Thirdly, commuting in Yorubslisd b of twe
ﬂ-ﬂh daily and periodic; on the other hmi. commuting in Eurg-
erican areas |3 of daily frequency. These three differences are
due primarily 1o the differing ﬂ:l|l-l-l'l| fsctars eperating In the tws
reghont.,

One mars axample of work whith wresies the sigaificance of
cultural factars is on the spatisl patterns of the u:pln:hn of ¢mm-
mercial sctivities away from the market sguares in Yoruba towms.
The main market squars in each town, &3 the rame olo oba (King's
markcet) suggestt, wa often located in front ufth-u-uh:
|i.II rodcds I|'| 'I'J'l-l- ki led to this marketplace upon which

intarvahl af four uﬂwmwﬂkuﬂw
d-trl.. l.rHIIh:m-l] daps the
er markans wr:iln ithe town o

rndnml,gm:h..
Hd'llrl & kimpdam wers scheduled to farm & riag or syitem which
entured that marketing operstiont would take place eath In at
lexst omve of them. The need to expand the mais marik in
eraditionsl days was therefore mor a5 31 in later years whan
dally marketing cperation: becama Im we. Shops and trading
heoupes therefore continue to spring up im many parts of the tawn
ta cater for the rising distributive scrivities of modern times.

in this procens of development, it has been obierved that the
tendency to concentrate in a central business districe (CBD) which

b



is & wriking festure of the urban lsnd use of Wess Esropean u-d
Amarkcan cities hat not asumed the same degree of |

Yorubaland and this can be traced o cermin culiaral l.nuud-l.n.u..
bnstesd shopping fucilivies spread st abang the axei of the principal
roads farming a definite pattern which | have described as a roadside

thopping {lﬂ]- Similarly the fcilities associated with com-
ml'.nrJlJ activities such o cafering, banks amd inserance housed,
which in Wit Ew snd Amarican citigd. oncentrate in the

CBD, tend in Yorubaland to located along the RSE.

The phenoemenon of the RSB xs op o chee CBD in Yiorubaland
It Indeed dus to certain sotia-cubtural factore. In the Rrae place, the
imhabitants of the town were formerly inward-Sooking. in the sense
that the market im the ceatral parthon of the tows cvered for cheir
etonomie tranctions. In modern timer the towni have becoma
mareé cutward-fooking because of modern trading commodities
which come from overseas markets throogh the coustry’s
cltbes 1o which the town's main roady lesd. o cherelore yields
grewer dividend for medarn shops and retall starm to cling fo the
riade. Secomdly, the obder parts of the town which constitute the
central and arg therefors clowewr o the cradicional market
sguare baen uied mainly for residential purpobes, They do
ot bave gaitable facilitien for .}"‘ﬂ and are not convenienthy
sccessible to vebloular wras Iﬂ'wl keen bistinemmen who
WNL 10 Use modern l:ld'lll-hll- tuch &8 sccqniible vehiculsr rosds,
telephone, water and electricity normally look for locations
from the traditional central parts of the town. Following this trend,
there hua been rlpid expaniion of the towns st the peripheries
eupacially leading to meighbouring towni. The R5B
mare or less h:rﬂ ﬂ1|.1: expansfon. In short, commerclal sctivities
along the RSB l.rl:.q::pu.ullq or & rate which far sorstrips expantios
in the witinity of the maln market tquare soch that 3 modern sizeabile
CBD in the Ewro-American sense has not been developed in many
Yoruba toens.

The main emphasis of the work slready described i on the cultural
dimpnilon of geography. As | will show in greater decall later, this
cubtural slant | In-l:ll-.'npu-ru.ll:rluu in the Iﬂdl:l'll‘.ﬂ'l'ﬂl.l'll and analysks of
the geogrs pattermi evolviag contl on the sarth’s
urﬁu lnd in the countries of the world,
If it i over ere bu the dan that the peculiar patterss
ﬂlwﬂwhrtrﬂhlllhvlﬂrﬂ spekied from outiide racher
than from imtide. Moreover, there could eaily devilop the tendency
of forcing concepts and theories evolved In one cultural :-lrﬂh:l,l £a
thmﬂmmlnmmﬂﬂmlrh m

i of one place in the light of obiervation: aluew
o sy, & Procrasteam exercice could lead o frustrating

and disappointing rﬂ.l.llu.

Nead for a Growing Cultural Perspective
It is ey conviction that there ki 3 prening seed for gecgraphers,

1]
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particularky those whia np-l-n.lll in Ihl jparts of the world,
to wrens the culteral aspectsy lnhnudwﬂwl
cultural spproach in :J'-liruld'ulqnd research. Mest societies in
the developing cosntries are 28l in social situations which cam be
describad 3 culturecboond. One canmnot fully endersmand wnd

a soma of the actlvizien of the inhabltants or soma of the
Ionrnlmu on the lgndicape in such areas withous refprence to
the culture of the people. for example the contribution

which & contideration of the cwlwrs factor could make o our
wnderstanding of the pattern of land wie In Yorubaland. la the
traditional days, the wrbam land e MH lfll,l ity resis
desitial sector, wias dominated by coasl the hbersrchical
status which linked the eba with his chiefi and people. The indi-
vidual houses conformed to this hierarchical order in the way
wveliiehi hiat been shown elwewhere:
Yoruba howtes were srramped o reflect nh.r.mrh
deicribed a1 the polities] orgasization of the ociety, bn
this arrangement. the inmates of & compound are respan=
whhile 1o heads of the :Irl._l- famileer who Is cwrm make
the bead of the extended family or patrilinespe their fotie
Al of tham gravitste to the chief of the guarter. As a
resule the compourds of the extended families, the unstz
of buildings is the sectlement, are busly, a8 far a3 compatibile
with the terrain, sround the composnds of chiels to wham
they are related or owe IJILEI-:-.. thereby formimg a
district, ward or quarter of worwr, Ml the QuEarters,
with tha chief s ndi, sre deslgned to look towardd
the Afim where the Oba reskdes; simce all of them have the
Afin a3 the coverging polet of their interese ™

This view i compleranted the observatioms of Mabogunje
an the urban lend use FIl'I:.I-I"l'IE}IlI'I traditiomal cities thar were pr-!:-n
induserisl In cheir econamic knd Locisl origatation:
Pre-lmdustrisl  tachmebogy lrnpllu the dependescs on
ankmate Balroe H uﬁ'ﬂhﬂ:hﬂ and tramipart.
It meant small-scale, thE-n. productios units useally
kocated within individusl reildesces. Dupendence on
traniport by foot o animsl ralies very high the costs 'In
effort amd sweat of covering asy grest dismance. The
general result in cerms of fend use wai & pimple partern
in which tha meut tmpartant families lved to the
city cenire, near to the weat of administration (cthe palace),
re (the mosgue or the shrimes), the trade [che esstral
umn The less impartaat snd poorer familles were
l:i'l'llrl ddp'lmd outward from the very centre to the
city.”
'n'i'hl'-au: thiv background knowledge of the socio-political orga-
nization of the imhabitants which is trasclared iste sracgicd farm
in the srranpement snd locstion of the bulldings they occupy, one
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cubtivated :Iurln periods of emergency when it was not mfe for
tha Inhabitants l:n travel to distant farm lande In sddition, the
,T'"E'; Soagle sovms ralgione femivalt Inchvding sre (bilesering]
BB SLRFiNg Bome r vl | ing avo i
w (musquerading), Beyond this ring forest, the hﬁ
the extended families of the town. Becwe of
-ul'hu-ll'l-i.llmu dulnlcudh.-dr:uiuul:ndhr:n
mihﬁuﬂurhfmmr:dlhru
guost, snd were often fragmented disgri Haovw-
ever; bBehimd this ar meent, there 'A'I:I.l | pltl:-u-m!l.l.ul:ln-n
the socisl srecture of the inhabieanty of the cawn,

Similar exsmples can be cited from the Yoruba culture srea
and from elsewhere in technologically developing areas to show
mhumw“ qnﬁm.uﬂlﬁumd’

wal put &n an ordaerly feating th culture of the people

F‘I.:th-lunhfmw ﬂﬂthﬂu of land use facia

rhyme and rhythm, :H-wsuwtmhndunmr
laws and regulaticns which wera sdhered to relipounly,

Anather resion it b secekiary to emphaiize the cultural
:I-Irrhtn:]-l:ln- in I‘dﬁl in that ;{hh‘mw 'Hﬂrld_ﬁ:m.;m
preval VRIL M t i
mn:ﬂmmll mmwln Wi seedy. amd Malarie,
Prothero has indicated the meed Lo undervtand taks into accound
HH‘; different Tacets of people's ways of lile, for these are relevant

& plenning for asd promotion of the sradication of sadarie
He stressed that distribution and moverments of populition, formae
and patterns of settbements, types of dwellings |nﬂ1t maderials of

I-:r are constructed, occupations and wocisl relationsh
and many -|:|H1l-r ordinary beatures of Iife are important and
hllhrlr u:l'llﬂu.nl.l-n thelr Influences. These observatioes of
undericore my view of the need for peographical culturalism in
wtindies of this

it is well known that althoagh sction s ployed owt in a real envi-
ronmant, the decivon te st in space b based an the environment
as percelved. This perception b in turn 3 function of the culture.
We may illustrate this polmt with some examples of cultwral or
bahsvicural barriers o travel which & a meant of IBorensing man's
action space. Hihﬂﬂllﬂﬁmﬂdﬂﬂmwwﬂhﬂh
true that s many parts of thit coustry some people still find it

(P

b — —



ne to subject their travel deglakani to the sdvice of super-
natural forces. o comtult tha oracle of diviration (known as
ife in Yorohslund) belore embarking om any joi owtilde the
limits of their daily action space. Tha orscle aarmally had numerous
cccaslons of aaswering In the aesgative to requeits Tor information
concerning the thousmets of a proposed travel, | only to give
tha lim laa that it is net a yesdeicy, qu:llﬂllnlhnmtmﬂ
lawrs liey. the yei and no sniweri of the deity normally
add to in the long run. Howeyer not all the yes-aarwer:
andied up ﬁ‘IIErl:h-l virers actually umdertaiiing the propotved
journeys becawte mn;r:'d'lt FEi-BRiwer t be made dependent
oo the offering of certabn prescribed nat all which
coipld be mode ag the comvenience of the enguirers.

Anacher Ishibitlon to travelling comes through the taboon o
which some poopla subteribe. For Invtance there are days of the
week or month which are believed to be wniafe to embark on o
kong journey of to travel st all. Some Believe that to travel during
the ﬂ;—uhﬁdm ol the new moon or of the month or of the pear
b to risk stranded abroad Iadafenitaly with licthe ar no
of & return, y people avold travelling on the Rt day of the
wistk ar manth ar year for similyr rescons. Untl recently, move-
manti of people, Hy in the villages, were restricted oa man
occxsions, particularly during religious vaki for aro (baill-rosr
ar fsmole (home confinement).

EvEn |.|:|¢|:.I in many mimds the attivude to travelling in wehicular
transport bs stil fraught with fears and seperstitians, some of which
are %&;@m in tha bold shogans writtes on many
Lo Pl mp examples speak for themitelves: Safe lourney,
Save Me O Lord, Doa't # This The Last, The Lord is My She-
pherd, Allah D, Into Thy Haadi © Lord | Command My Spiri,
ds n papplement to these solicitations the average Migerisn podisiies
the kemack of rationaliving che causes of any travelling accident
The more calamitouw the sccident. the more far the fabri-
cathon a3, for example the rumour that & recent plase crash in the
COERLFY Wi elated h-:p- overloading with wmueggpled geodi. AN
thete exprestiont represent & cultural sdjurtment o o bow lewed
of safety due to poor tramport facilities and kack of sdequate manage-
mant and contral.

The poiat worth ttressing is that cultural barriers or constraints
can affect travelling behavioural patternt st any level ni'u-:hl-oEE:J
develapment wheather wehicular or non-ve lar. A4 has f
ihawm in the stedy of distances, the physicl or geographical dis-
tance i3 the least meaningful in ewoking the retpane of most Indi-
widyaly te truvel became the Intending travellers have (o aks Iala
contiderstion time distance, cout social distance and
cultural distance. all of which miy cempose the meatal distance
wpen which decisions are based. F_ipudnlllrlnmchﬂ}nummh
indra-urhan the szocisl and cultwral distamces may become
more significant shy other, primarily because contacts are
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based on woclo=cultwral considerations. Ay an ilbustration, it b
wiell known that the traditional guarters of & town are relstival
distant from the Government Eetidential areas (former Rece

and the Sabo guarters (Sobon-gan) of many Yoruba towns as iF they
sre not sl in the wee towa, In face, & Seban-parl kn ular
cold be mearer in termi of culturad distence to another Sobos-gori
in & neighbouring town than it is to the indigenous quarvers of the
cewn im whilch e in fourd,

Broadly similur resules of the efece of the cultural famtor in the
relativity of pecple to their urrouadings are found In other itudies.
For instamce, from the mid 19%60'. some peographers have studied
thi patgerns of space erencet or the “mental maps™ held by
groups of people |a different parts of the world, The sreat already
covered By such studies incl the Unkted States, Britaln, Tanzanka,
Ghany a Hllurl.l which represent fuirly different culovursl rypes
Direet comparative tluditd betwen thete diferamt cubtural
have, however, nof bean underiaken. Monethelesi ome facti
come to lpght which reflect the oversll infleence of the cultural
backgrounds of the people l:rﬂﬂ'l-l Jltihlch:hr mske wp
their mental images. For example mental map of thirteen
}E old stedends in Efon .M.lyl "I"I'-u-l:-lrﬂ Migeria, it was foumd
[

whilg primary uhmlmpﬂi ol thirteen years old may net
Fave travelled we beyond their home area. they
already hald br ru-nl:lj images. of the major towss in
tha ragian. clties of Lages, Ibadan,

Mmkuﬁ.. and Akure are percelved a1 even
Oﬁumnlho P. peroepiion-town. Efon Aluye,
IIHI' Thin finding Is in marked contrast to & similar wudy

in Britale In whith a local domae of Mgh deslrability was
slvways ceatred upon the percepthon point.”

The study reached the somewhat irresistéble conclusion chat
the ties of jan childrea o the locd aren seem much wealoer
than thote of thelr British contemporaries, and that images
of urban area teem o develop very gquickly in Migerian children,
It b5 to be expecoed that the ian childrea’s eption of the
residential deulrability of the majer towni 1h-nulJ b high becuse
moit of the things they apire towards, HIE education, office
m:pp-urtunltlu, entertaimment, and pl le oity Wfe. are

nuhmuuﬂﬂdlnthm Moreaver Lince the
mudy wai based primarily on the of information received
through medla such a3 nowspapers. magarines, radio, television,
migratson, travel experignce and El.nllr mambery, the scorce of
i moare heavily losded in favour of secondsry than

primary. Furthermore it Is known that there is a general tendency
an ﬂupnr:nfnudqnuulduup—l ¢ wich rtle guestion
infarmution received ¢ Tuﬁ madis. Alsa, in &
caltire where le Ir: spariagly and only when it becomses 3
necessity, the hr-off towss have the appesl amd sttraction of the
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gnknown. On the other hand, Britiih children who Rave
travelled more frequently to the neighbouring dities, which ia any
cape are ot 100 dfferent Trom chelr own percepzion pointy in
terms of the culturad products which the cities contadn, are sat
||h,.|1;l to have n high perception of residential desirability for other
toreend o citled |& thelr country.

Crne moee point emerped irgm therie ﬂﬂllg wrhided Bltresie
the assomprion that the cultural bac the children con-
egrned could Baive w|ll_hud heavily in TJ'I!' ratimg of their desire o
reside In tha major townt outiide thelr percepticn point. It wa
reckoned that in the example of Efen Alaye studenti the infor-
matlan recalwed from, end lefleence of, family members acoounted
for seventy-eight percent of their spatial perception. It iy therelere
nivt swrprising that in chis culture of extended Family tiet, where a
man fram the uru-u I.III-I.|.|_r well be called brether with many af
the EI“:I-H-‘EI'II‘I im' § rerm, the dedire 1o [oin & relarive
wlul'uul'l.ldlthtnhrk n a majer téan could afiect the peroeptian
of geagraphic space for residential purposes.

-F'I.r:.h:.ullurlrhr this stedy in the Yoruba cubture ares it i necessary
to taka into comilderstion the duration of sy for which the ﬁﬂ
oeption b belng made. H-muld'rﬂlhnbﬂn'#:lh igh for &
m:ﬂ.lhrqndud wery low for mays. It is penerally known that
prople in thils culture area reg thie fu.h:llrl.i;.l gearslde vhelr hame
origin as temporary even If they make sll their fartune in the home
shraad. like to return to their home of origin from time to
timg e arem social duties and o wmbe part in vown festivals.
Im addition to thewn cccasional wisits, it 13 expacted that st the end
of what i :Fndulmj-u-umlnlhﬂlphndthl?rwllm“nh
befitting i erected snd desipned to eeling of Being
back kn oS oA 'I‘I'I-IHI' place.

The loregoing analysis |1 mesnt Lo sdress the :Jlnl‘l'um‘.-l of the
enilgirsl -:llrnl-nﬂqu in percepebon stedies. Since one's p-u-un
or mental map of & PE-'IHMH-H is daminantly by ane's
cultural Iml:;m-mhn-d attivede, it fallows that ane’s respontivaness
1o change (or adoption Index) which depends oa one’s mental map
and mean 4nﬁnrml'nlm field depends in turn on one's cultural Back.
grownd. This it precisely why nmmlnn migrazion, a1 has besn
msisntloned, and #ntra-urban and er-wrban powrneys which are
eapredtiont of interaction over space, cannot be treated
in the same wiy 84 the movement of ordinsry commodithes such a

mail amd capital. It iz ebviogs that in human mowements,

thg spent which ks I:hﬂn-l_ transported b el acrive and generite
ity own Aow., The origin and detinstion poiats take on significance
ondy lnI Illbu fra in which they are perceived by active

T=|'|I:. crucial polnt must be borne im mind upq-r.l.lll A studigs &5
wpatial diffiaion of man and by work. Such l-.-udm have mwumed

contiderable importance in recent pedrs evpecially o geogruphe
have begus 1o view IPI-III|"|:I-I'|.1-IFI'II an4d r-ul-tl-u:-:h;i“m B wﬂ
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sonse over space and time. Heace it kai alie bocome 3 meseuity
to pay particgler sttention o the natere and characteristics of the
carriers and barrieri of the phanomeny being diffuned.

Whether spatial diffesicn is of the expamicn, relecathon, congs-
ghous or herarchical vype, the carriers and barriers could be either
physical or cultural er both. In general the carriers sre man himself
n-r rnm-mad- devices whilit the barriers have physical snd mas.

ts. To ilustrate let us concentrate on the barriers,
||;1,|_|-|.|;|.-.- thar physical barriers sech as mountaing, deserts,
lakes, shd oceand are exilly surmosnted through increxing
developments in tech . Rbransportation amd commuricatics,
Om the ‘acher hand the persistent barriers to the spread of
idesi, Inhovationi, peoplii and other agents of modernigstion are
ﬂurumlaullr cultural |i‘l I::url-.. n,lthflln]:ull-ll..tl-l. I hr
polivical s + Im other words, these culturs rievs
exhst In the nﬂm whether considered an individush or m
Eroups.™ Thersfores W relisble deductions ore o be made from
mudier of diffusion processe eipecially with regard to predicting
patterns of Twture tremds which are so fendamental to planning,
thee cudtursl warishles thax enter into the carrier and barrier pros
ceibel muit be properly pinned down snd evaluated.

For tome time. :m'l- hesitated o take into conisderation
mpects of human eainly becaisve the inues involved
wire Lo0 numbroul, mebulost and impondersbls for smalysn. The
tlluation has become wimplEfied with the avallability of electronic
alculators and computers. There is now Baedly limit to the
nismber of variables chat could be taken into eration in the
multifactortal analyils called for in the incluiion of behavigursl
mspects of human activities. In short, inadegquacy of technical faci-
lickes should B |1!I'I'It|.l' be o hinderance.

Benelits Accruing from the Cultural Peripective

incorparsting snd emphasizing the culiursl dimention in
.;:rm;r man Eﬂlﬁh are bound Eu- accrue to the discipline, In
pluce; lke their compatriots in the other disciplines of the
pacisl -r.:i.:n-qu..# phers will scquire grester depth In their
wndersanding of man p-lrl]tuhrl in terma of hig inner mind. From
whth. I:I-:::tlhlhl;glhn:rl‘n:dl ¥ Iedur;'ﬂmli'lnmhwmlhum
L r WErE IFQnE u L= 1
mmhhwg:lm the sirface of the earth, And as | have pﬂﬁ
oat elsewhers:
the -nu-d,l of cultoral pheromens s nat new in
.l-.l s matver of fict it i a5 old a8 geography Ilmh the
pemse that the subject has bong Been man-centred even
froen the exrly days whes its primary consern wis h.l'lh'll'l'

placas and peoples. |a cthaer umhwm

dakes far back in il me. Th-n:nl.utlunhﬂluﬂn.u]

ﬂﬂlﬂﬁﬁr has t studied man, &t no time,
Iy before the 5:::#: hai the subject been
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w0 clodaly orignted o man In socety, to the valeer of
humam actipns and to those things that serve primarily
human isceres.'”

Betsuse of geography’s close orlentation to man in sochety and
ity search for the values of haman actions and for those things thas
werve primarily human isterest, the rapher must stody kuman
behsviour 31 distinet from and in addition to the wudy of man,
Uintil recently,

the emphasis was placed on behavigural products rather
than behawiour per W ... for ingancs upos completed
migrations, completed LI::.IFI'I-H."IrtII:II shop ete. ... [tha]

means that ﬂnirl.plwn we been one step behind in the
reality af wioisr. By concentrating upon ipatial

LLErh
ol whaier, rather upon the process. the I::I'Il-l:l'l
rules governing the behaviedral process have rarely beeen
commented on, lat slene subjected e preciis lnllrh
A contaquence hay been the tendency to apply hindsight

o titwation.'*

Arvually what is new required is mare h:u'nl:h:_ A3 such It s
necessary for tha pecgrapher to take into accownt not only the
axternal forces operating on man to make him follow certain lines
of sction, but also the mner lorces which propel Rim to action.
By so daing, it will be poutible 1o farmiglate some spatisl behavicural
lawi which could enable wi to anticipate the action of the “istendedly
rational man who although limited oo fAnite ability to perceive.
calculate wnd predict and o an otherwite imperfect knowledges of
enviranmant, ill differentiates between alternative courses of
action according to their relative wtility or expected wuility™."™

it s by haviag sdequute krowledge of the metivations of man
that plenning for his needi and welfare could be succeifully done.
This is why geographers are no longer restricting them it
wihat are described ss the vradigiosal questians in the subject mamely,
what! whera! and when! Rather two other questioni have been
sdded: how! and why! These additional questhons are often called
protesi-guestions and they sre ementially coltuesl in dimeasion,
especially In the huras branches of the wbject. |t I partinest w
nate that the what, where and when guesticns call for mers des-
cription and are therefore, the initin steps teward rn-ﬁlq explas
nations which come through sniwering why aad how questions

Evidently It i1 only when geographers can tackle and solve the

why and how guestiony that they can became really imbued with
foresight and the ather nmm:z qualities for This is
a itien precedent to belng able to get to the next stage which

contists of manipulating events e uoe maximuem benefits for
the greatest numbser q? & Wa may, for purpodes of emphasia,
rifar once again to the study of the of raphic fier-
lfaces, which is yet a frontier ares of research for peographers. in
order to sppreciste the prablemi invelved in obtaining informatian
partaining to bow and why queitions. The scholart wha have worked
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in this field confeit that te for they have litthe Ide of bow the mental
mﬂ wre formed and how they change from childhood to adulthood.

quarigt, though yot unsrtwered, are typieal sxmmplen of the
howr and 'n'h“iql::ﬁm the :rnlmltljunt;j ﬂ;rth. will add bm:d'rl:l-
surably 1o understanding ity af perception studies
snd other similar branches of geography, Meedlen to my, they
form an important strand of the cultural dimestion i geagraphy
which shoild be further explored,

Concluslon: Cultural Pracedses in Man's Use of Resources

The Ihfqu.nl accaunt shauld have, h-:p naw, enderscored the
peairt that there i need to iress tha cultural dimentlon Ia
graghy. By and large. the su matter of the ditcipline it becaming
more culturally thars ph;n-h:ll y orientad, Imcreasing attestion i aluo
baing paid e setial problemi and the role which geographer cam
piay Im solving swch ms has formed the theme of many conle-
rences, seminars symposia. From thess academic togethers
the vigw i crystallizing that, “gpeagraphars have to further scrutinize
their studies, research and teaching to tee that in both contest and
methedology. thl-;r are M s to the benefit and
walfara of mas in & rapldly ehanging seciaty™.

It is prabably the consideration of this uthlitarian polnt of view,
which In lteell derives from cultural consideration, prempled
peographers 1o become more invalved in stedies dealing with the
two fundamentsl rescarces of the sarth, namaly space aad time.
AL wie know, e i -

n ma thought 21 a resowrce cin
m El- B oM / of one or both of these Space
I & contineum Eand and water, atmosphere and bic-
sphere, which precenty o rich and varied g of resource

portunitiel, snd conversely, mﬂm&u
T time reschirces too i avalkible in 'l'll"r-'l'l!_:'d_l.lﬂ-il.",l'..
It is not the guantity of time avallable that It differeat
bt it quality ... As mon improves hiz voe of time, his
f over the eAvironment intresied together with

Is cholce of land.eee.®

Ax we knew oo well o 11 the combination of the use of space
and tima that produces the decithont and bahaviour in man's varied
activitbet, O a global scale. such activities have penerated zocial

roblems of mesmmoth proportioss threstes the wurvival of
ﬂum:nll.;r. Sema of the problems are overpop n, diminishing
nytural rewources, environmental pollutios and internationsl con-
flict. Time dees not sllow us o po isto the details of these problemi.
In sny case there hat been 8 lot of hue snd ory sbout their seriom-
ness 3nd I8 13 a more uieful exerciie to concentrate on thelr poiible
sodutions amd to point out thet the peographer has a significant
Em-m lxy, 11 can be ween from the efform slready made in the

nived . In that country, man was, entil recestly, rapacious
and incomtiderate Im bl exploltation of the envlroament and |68



resources. bt required a complete re-oriestasion of cultural valees
gy emaka the inhabitents realise that the rape of the envircament
could not go on Indefinizaly withour detracting from the Jualicy
of lfe. Geographers kn that coustry are smong those in the wans
gusrd af smalyring the spatial diseguilibriem resulting fram the
mitute of environmentsl resources. They have therefore sutigned a
high order of priocity to the study of the problems smociated with
citles, transportation, resources and environmestal pollution.

in Bigeris, geographers are mow advancing concrete p
that eould have impact ea offecial chinking snd scxion ia the proceis
of national development. We ara becoming more and more aware
of the mecesity of the wiew expressed more than 3,000 pears apo
by Straba, the prince of ]:w*:phr. “one of the purposes of
Eﬂmhr wid o sighierve the Stata™ % W is true that we have

ped now amd then in certain national assignmesty. For instance,
lor che 1983/6) cemsus peographers prow the bulk of the mun-
power to delimit anumerstion sress and provide the spatisl frame-
work and ic bate for the centus. We are deing broadiy
the sEme ILIHL r the impending 1973 census. However it has net

been feaible for the goverament 1o adopt the suppeition slready
made by a number raghers that enumeration areas for the
ceniut thould be on the peo co-ordinate or :|n|:-i|r coeordinate
prinﬁp-h o :lll'l'p|r A ;.rld uarer. Hepelully, ic will ba possible

1o sdopt this methed for the 1983 centus. Simi L:uu currantiy
engaged at the naticnal level, aloag with some others, to produce a
mutional atlas which will porvrey ot a glance the ph and haman
eharscteristie festures of our country, All thate are in line
with the contributions of traditional geographbers. However 2
e mezningful cype of comtributéon shoubd come through projects
that have Elr—rn:l'l!nl implicstioat for nitiomyl development.
Coniciout of the fect that the Inhabitants of this country have
Been living for quite a long time in a wtate of cyclic balance with
their environment and that they are st the ke-off w of their
ecanamec dave nt, and recogniziag abo the grip of che culeral
past on the minds of the peaple, our department in He ha shown
contiderable imterest in maa's adaptation to, and use of, the land
and other retgwrcer, Yo have specially tken note of Zimmer.
meann’s fusctional l.hn-'yd'murm pxprotiad Ina critp (Ealemant
that “resources are not, they become™™ Furthermore we have
recogrired that Yos pervasive is the role of celowre in fixing '5
p-lmlp-lm and mlil-;-ﬂulﬁﬁ fh muﬂlhpnmmm #-'n: d:#mn:
populations. though oot e same ha ve different
resources’ 1r|.nrd-ur|:¢lllhrﬂli‘n=th-ll:l udﬂdmmhﬂr
on theie iuues, the mambert of Ha'y Geagraphy Department have
En- lllrrmhld II|'| [ll:lrﬁrul.ln.r:h uhl.ll:l-l-l:lﬂl_h-ih‘En'rvlmlln'Hllﬂ Fewgurin
e Project. In . the objectives of the project are a5 follows:
firndy, te determime the quality of the eloments of the ressurces
which |cintly form the basis of the endowment of the country:
secondly, to evaluate the resowrces specifically for their effeciive



and plunned wiilizagkon and oonservation: thirdly, to Tormulee
locational policies Tor sound wnd profimble development of the
resources and of the production proceiiet In which they are uled:
and fowrthly, to develop contultancy and extension service channels
thrau;hwlfl-qh the resalts would be made pvailable oo back pabliz
and private users of enviroamental retowrcst |8 Migaria.

As the project expandi, we intand to collsborste with caher
ichelars in allied disciplines who share our objective to become the
Wik of oer nutkon™s rewowrces. o enture their exploitation
and utilipstion in 3 way that no wiston destruction will take places,
pnd o tecure the preservation of thote rédsuross that are beoyond
mem'q' to replace. Briefly, what we intend to do |5 to
k .mﬁimmmwwumnmlmﬂﬁmhiu

ibrigm,

Wllﬂnﬂ-stlhmtumul'm research activities, we have become
coneinced char there is need for o national wwareness of the snvi-
ranmantsl elemeats conitituting the Felouron of the ERUnEry &nd
that the public must be better indformed of the necessity to
judickoindy exploic asd uilive these resources. Thess wre issues
P “Tai“fh“"’mm?“““mﬂ?”‘"m i

can e v I
arier mﬂﬂlTlﬁtﬂﬁldp"m orum Fu-r.r;'tlnli:l.nl these
idess wnd in order o halp the matson pave the wiy for & more
compreheniive and balsnced a i rescurie mmTﬂt
snd thereby improve the guadity of the country's kuman
enyironment, & tonferance oa environmental resouros MERLFESMENT
in Migeria is belng spontored by our Resource Unit to take place
in ehis university In July 19730

ic is hicely thar sur nﬂnpmllihhdhﬂm:wmd'ﬂl
meighbowrs of Migeria. |In any caaa, in it full dimeasions our -
tivet will be purtwed st both natianal and intersational lewels. It &
an axiosmn that o netlos cam afford o work alone o matters con-
cerning resoures development. Ad noted by the Usited Natigas
Human Environment Coaference in Stockhalm last June in one of
it principles; “Fesources should be made available to preserve
and improve the envirahment, taking Ino sccount the croumuances
'“;.J:'"H' requirementi of developing countried and any oot
which may emanste from their incorporating envircamental safes
guards inta their development ﬂlmh:l-dmnudhn:m
wvailsble to tham, upoa their ueit, additional inter
wechanical and financial assistance for this perpose.”™ @

E:-p-ll:-llll beciuse of thelr holistic o Fsues, i
think In 'I::FI'I'II. ol the spacethip MM regard i
virious surface cultural défferentistions ss oparatiag together in s
world yystem. Becawse of technological developments, our world
continues 1o shrink rupidly and the sociued mldmﬂ

to be mers and more manapeable, Al tima goai oa, '-Hﬁb-u
itrong tendency for a one culture zone to emerge, Already some
contemporary culturad anthrapologiscs who heve specified a number

i



of fundsmental eniversal valves are of the vicw that. "the swme basic
valugt of wrvival, mutwal collaboration, the raaing of children, the
worthip of tranicendent entithel, sad svoidsnce of suMering, In-
|mtice, and paim, are mandested by a1l cultures. The serface 1
diffar, but the depth structures are isomorphic’

The Hamorphic depth strecteres are likely to swrface more and
mara in future peard, snd the world will spproximite o & global
village of one main cwlture zone. Even then human spatial behaviour
may become more complex racher than simpler. nly man in
secinty will continue to be separsted, for & long time 1o coose, by
Lﬂuhmmﬁruﬂ race. Inlﬂﬁihn;i:lduh of peophe ﬂhm

er uage, relighon, an ucation, among other
In ihort ﬂm‘mm af Individusl, isaticutional snd secisl
Torces which imtroduced cwlivra] diferantistion amang men wosld
b wt work lor seme time to come tending ©o perpetuste warbous
forma of imbalance in wellire.

I with o end on the note that the soduriana o the problama of
today and the immedize futere will hinge & grest deal, ot
emtirely, sn the resolution of the culteral components whi
ba manileited, eAamaiked or een bn cloaked forma, b des
and religiou diffgrencet, raciim, spartheld, neg-coloalaam  and
economic imperialism. Certainly the warld will desperately con-
tinee o men and wosmen with a clear view and involved con-
carn for man'y uie of wpate over time in & way that will enable it
inhabitants to combat these problami :ﬂ'mlr::ir and successfully.
| am confident thac raphers could be cou among usth men
MWmﬂmmfﬂlhm:mdmrMimm
wiew and inwolved comcarn i, among ether things. they emphasize
the cultured dimension in geography both as an academic subject
and 33 an applied sclence.

il
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